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The Bible. — More mischievous when Jirst 
translated than it is at present : still 
hurtful to afew^ but benejicial to many. 
^^Opinion that the domestic Useoftlit 
Scriptures would not be injurious in Spain . 

The first person who translated the Bible 
into English was WicklifFe, the father in 
heresy of John Has, Jerome of Prague, 
and the Bohemian rebels, and thus .the au« 
thor of all the troubles in Gerniany. His 
bones were by sentence of the Council of 
Constance, dug up, and burnt, and the ashes 
thrown into a river, near Lutterworth., in 
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the province of Leicestershire. The river 
has never from that time, it is said, flood- 
ed the adjoining meadows : this is capa- 
ble of a double construction ; and ac- 
cordingly, while the heretics say that thfe 
virtue of his relics prevents the mis-: 
, chief, the catholics on the other hand 
affirm that it is owing to the merit of 
the execution,* 

It was translated a second time under 
Henry VIII. at the commencement of 
the ^hism, and most of the translators, 
for many were engaged, suffered in one 
«place or another by fire. I would not be 
thought, even by implication, to favour 
punishments so cruel, which our age, 
when zeal is less exasperated and better 
informed} has disused ; but that the work- 
men came to such unhappy end may be 
admitted as some presumption that the 
work was not good*. In fact, the trans- 

* D. Manuel and his confessor have forgotten 
thlit this miserable argument, ^hich tlie calholici 



lation of the scriptures produce<^ at first 
notbiDg but mischief. Then was fully 
exemplified what St« Jerome had said so 
many centuries ago. Sola scripturarum 

are ready enough' to advance when it serves their 
purpose, is equally applicable to all their own mar« , 
tyrs, and to the Apostles themselves. It may not 
be amiss to subjoin here the fine account of the 
death of one of these men, John Rogers, prebend 
of St. Paul's, whose martyrdom is thus alleged as a 
proof of his having deserved it : 

** He might have escaped, and had many motived) 
as hb wife and ten children, his friends in Ger* 
many, where he could not want preferment, &c. 
But being once palled to answer in Christ's cause, 
he would not depart, though to the hazard of his 
life : from his own house he was removed by Bon- 
ner to Newgate amongst the thieves aod murder- 
ers : he was examined by the Lord Chancellor and 
the rest of the Councell, and by them was re* 
committed to prbon : he was much pressed to re* 
cant ; but, stoutly refusing, was first exconmiuni* 
cated and degraded, and ihen condemned : after 
which he desired that his wife (to whom he had 
be^Q married eighteen years, and by whom h^ 
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tars est, ^ti^ttft sibt omnes, passim flldicmi* 
Wnnc garfiikt anus^ kam detirus sen^^ 
htLiicsdphutn verlmus, heme univfksi pr€B^ 

had ten children, and she being a stranger) might 
be admitted to come to him whilst he lived : hut 
-Stephen Gardener, then Lord Chancellor, woald 
by no means su^er it. February the fourth. Anno 
Christi 1555, lie \yas warned to prepare for 
death before he rose : ' If it be so,' said he, ' I 
need AOt tie my points :' and so he was presently 
bad away to Bonner to be degraded, of whom ho 
earnestly requested to be admitted to speake with 
his wife, but could not prevail. Prom thence be was 
carried into Smithiield ; where scarce being per- 
mitted to speaVe to the people, he briefly persua- 
ded them to perseverance in that ti-uth wliich he 
had taught them, which also he was novy ready to 
seale with his blood : then was a pardon profered 
to him, if he would recant, but he utterly refused 
it: his wife, with nine small children, and tlie 
.tenth sucking at her breast, came to him ; but this 
sorrowful sight nothing moved him; but in the 
flames he washed his hands, and with wonderfuU 
patience took his death; all the people exceedingly 
rejoyciug at his constancy, and -praising God for 



su^nnmij hcerant, do^eni^ ani0 ^uam dvh' 
cani» There seemed tie be no end to tbf 
muliiphcation of bere^ii^s, and the divir 
^ions aud &u.bdivi$ion9 oif sehisn). Yo^ 
remember Feyjoo's slojpy of >he Jii- 
gliah house which oonUift^ withia U* 
telf three di$tinel ehufches^ tb^ ^h^9 
fapiily conststmg of oply fether^ mQtib^ 
imd son. BeUarmine vdates one equally 
eurious which be he^rd from a, witness 
of the fact« The hefellca) prie<$t W49 
reading in bia cburcb^ as 19 eustOKn^y^ 
a portion of the English fiible^ ^nd lit 
happened to he the twenty-flfib ^b^pter 
of Scclesiastieus. <^ All wickedness is 
but little to the wickedness of a wonian* 
A^ the cHmhing up % sandy vfs^y is to tb« 
feel of the aged^ sd is 9 wif^ full of words 
to a quiet man. — Of the. woman c^mn^- <bfj 
beginning of §in., and through h^i^ we ^V 
die.— rGive. the water no pa§94ge ; nei- 
ther a wicked wom^i liberty to ga^ 
^Toadt" One of bk feipafe J|ttdi]tors $ft(e 

idling with ^nger tiU ^^ 9^1d b^^r im> 
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more. '^ Do you call this the word of 
God ?'' said sh^. '< I think it is the word 
of the devil." And she knocked down 
the Bible and left the church. 

But that the free use of a translation 
should do mischief at firsts . and more 
especially in those unhappy times, is no 
argument against it in the present day* 
You have asked me what is its effect at 
present. I reply to the question with dif- 
'fidence, and yotu must remember that 
what! say is the result of inquiry, not of 
observation. 

How little the unthinking and ignorant 
'part of the community understand their 
•Scriptures, and they are the majority of 
every community, you -may judge by this 
example. The fungus which grows in 
circular groups, is believed here to start 
up in the place where a -diminutive race of 
beings dance by night, whom they call 
Fairies, and who in many things, particu- 
larly in their mischievous propensities^ 
$0«m to resemble our ^ Dtiendes. A cler* 



gyman was one day walking wilh one o( 
bis parishioners over his fields^ and the 
man observed as he passed one of these 
rings, that the fairies were never seen now^ 
as they used to be in old times. — <^ What 
do you mean by old times ?*'-r*'* In the 
times of the Scriptures/^ — ^^ Nay/* said 
the priefrt, ^^ I am sure you never read of 
them in the Scriptures/' — ^^ Yes, I do, 
and I hear you read of them almost 
every Sunday at church."— You may con- 
ceive the priest's astonishment — " Hear 
me read of them ?" he exclaimed. The 
man persisted, — ^^ It is no longer ago than 
last. Sunday you read about the Scribes and 
Pharisees,** 

There is another class to whom it is 
pernicious : these are they who having 
zeal without knowledge think themselves 
qualified to explain difficult texts, and 
meddle with the two-edged sword of theo- 
l&gical controversy. One man, reading 
that Christ said " My Father is greater 
than I," without further consideration be* 
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9omes an Arian; the phrase ^* Soi> of 
Man!' makes another a Socinian ; a third 
eJitract9 Calvinism out of St. Paul.-— > 
There. is a sect palled Jumpers, who run, 
out of their conveuticles into the streets 
and highways, s))outi«g out *^ Glory I 
Glory !" .4nd jumping ail the while witfe 
Uict9saiit v^bemenc^ till t^eir strength 
ia totally, ^xhaust^d. If you ask the r^a^. 
IQO of this frantic devotion, iKey quiot^. 
Scripture foe it ! — Wb^n Elizabeth hear4 
the salutation of Mary the most Holyy 
the babe leaped ia her womb ; the lam^ 
man whom Pet^r and. John healed a^ 
the gate of th^ temple, kaped) and praisect 
God : and David danced 'before the Ark i 
Th?se fanatics are confined to Wales, 
where the people are half savage^. 

Many of the higher classes live, as yoqt 
may suppose; so entirely without Go4 
iu the world, that to theip it would be of 
no conseqfUence if the scriptures existed iei 
})o other language thJin the Original Greefcj 
zai Hebrew. But in all ranks of ^OQii^ty 



tlief>6 2|r8 tiuanrbera of persotM to whom the 
perusal of Ood'$ o'wn word is an inesd- 
fQsMe eomfcau No book of dsvotiohft 
would do certainty fix theb attemion | nSt 
only because iio other can be regarded With 
suoh* reverence, but al^ because none ia 
in hself $o interesting. It is a pleasure 
k^ ihittn, as well as a eonsotation j aiid 
probably some important maxim, soitoc 
striking example, nay perhaps even some 
divines truth, may be thus more deeply 
imprest upon the heart than it other* 
^se would be^ especially in a land where 
the priest imparts no domestic instruc* 
tipns,— "his ftmctions being confined to 
the church, *and the churchyard. Ti| 
^icknes's, in sorro^v, and in old ag^ 
in resignation under suflerings inflicted^ 
or in thankfulness for blessings vouch* 
S^ed, they go to their Bible instead^of th^ir 
beads, with humble fa^atts and perfect 
faith ; fervently feeling all that they un^ 
derstand, and devoutly believing all thaJ^ 
is abovt their comprehension. These p<r* 
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flon& are schismatics^ because they wetf 
bom 80 ; if it was not their misfortune^ 
it would not be their crime ; and I hope 
I ibay be permitted to hope^ that in 
their case the sins of the fathers will not 
be visited upon the children. He who 
hss threatened this has promised also to 
isbow mercy unto thousands in thep} that 
]oTe him> — and England has been fruitful 
of saints and martyrs* 

Do J then think, from what the do- 
mestic xise of the Holy Scriptures pro- 
duces in England, that it would be be- 
neficial in Spain ? Speaking with thai 
^diffidence which becomes me, and with 
perfect submission to the Holy Church, 
J am of opinion that it would. St. Je- 
rome indeed has said, MelitLS esi aliquid 
nescir^, quam cum periculo disoere ; and 
St. Basil has compared the effects of the 
Scriptures upon weak minds, to that of 
strong meats upon a sickly stomach. 
But the days of Julian Hernandez and 
Cypriano de . Valera are happily oyer ; we 
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have an authorised translation^ free from 
perversion ; and were it printed, in a 
cheaper forni^ I think much of the gcpd 
which it does in England would be pro* 
duced^ and none of the evil. It might 
also have the good effect of supplanting 
some of those books of devotion which sa-: 
vour too much of credulity, and do little 
service and less honour to religion. But in 
saying this I speak humbly, and with the 
most perfect submission to authority. 

The English Bible is regarded as one of 
the most beautiful specimens of the Ian* 
guage, which indeed it £xed. The privilege 
of printing it is restricted to the two uni* 
versities, and the kirrg^s printer, in order^ 
I suppose, to preserve, the text correct; yet 
dome impressions once got abroad wherein^ 
the negative in the seventh commandment 
had been omitted, and it was said Thou 
siudt commit adultery. Means have heea 
devised of eluding this exclusive privilege, 
b^rinting a commentary with the text ; 



and in two magnificent Bibles, (thepiieeQf 
Ane was abov« thirty pieces of ^ight I) thi$ 
was so plainly practbed as a mere evasiofiij 
that the commentary conabted in a $u;Kgl^ 
line, in i^very >sheet, printed in thesm^^ett 
type, and so clo^e to the bottom of tb.f 
leaf that it must be pared off in bindingt 
These books are truly magniiie^nj^ and 
bononrable to the staleof arts in theeQnn«« 
try. But there is a set of bdoksellersf i^ 
London, whose main business consists* in 
publishing worthless and catch-penny 
works for the ignorant in the country, and 
these have always a great folio family Bi*^ 
ble-^— as they call it— in course of publico* 
lion, ornanoented with pitiful engraviugSy 
and published periodically, becaikse most 
of the deluded^ people > who purchase it 
eopid not afford to pay for it in any other 
manner. The cover of one of theae nnm- 
bers was wrapt round some trifling artiete 
whic|i I bought the other day at a:«tation« 
er's : it professed to render the most dtfll^ 
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cult passages clear and familiar^ to rectify 
mistranslations^ reconcile the doubtful^ fix 
the waverings confound the Infidel^ esta- 
blish the peace amd bap^pifiie^s of Christian 
families in this worlds and secure dieir 
<HernaI salvation m tb6 next ! 



/ 
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LETTER LV. 



Curiosity and Credulity of the Englisk,-^ 
The Wild Indian Woman. — The Large 
Child. -^The Wandering Jew. — The .•> 
Ethiopian Savage. — The Great High 
German Highter-Flighter. — The Learn* 
ed Pig. 

IS/Lr morning's walk has supplied me with 
two instances of English credulity. Pass* 
ing through St. George's-fields I saw a 
sort of ~ tent pitched^ at the entrance of 
which a fellow stood holding a board in 
his hand^ on which was painted in large 
letters '* The Wild Indian Wbman."--^ 
^^What/* said I to my companion, " do you 
catch the savages and show them like wild 
beasts ? This ia worse than even the slave- 
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trader' ^^ We will go in and sec/* said he. 
Accordingly we paid our sixpence each^ 
and, to our no small amusement, found 
one of the lowest order of the worst kind 
of women, her face bedaubed with red and 
yellow, her hair stuck with feathers, drest 
in cat skins, and singing some unintelli-* 
gible gibberish in the true cracked voice 
of vulgar depravity. A few passers-byy 
as idle and more ignorant than ourselves, 
who had in like manner been taken in, 
were gazing at her in astonishment, and 
listening open-mouthed to the rogue who 
told a long story how she came from the 
wilds of America, where the people are 
heathen folk and eat one another* — ^We^ 
had not gone a mile further before another 
showman, with a printed paper on his 
show-board, invited our attention again-— 
*^ To he seen here, ike surprising Large 
Child" This was a boy who seemed to 
be about four years old ; and because he 
was stupid, and could only articulate a few 
wprds very imperfectly, his parents swori^- 
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he was onljr oF eighteen nontht^r-^^nd w«v# 
showing blip for a prodigy* 

A few years ago there was a fAlc^vir wUh 
a IcHig beard in London, who profesMd 
ktmsftlf to be the Wandering Jew. He 
did not adhere to the legend, wMch waf 
of lifltle eohaecjuenoe^ as hia visitors were 
aot Hkeiy to be better informed than him« 
i|elf,->^but laid claim to higher antiquity 
tjban ihe Jeruaaiem shoe-maker, and de^ 
okred that he had been with Noah in the 
ark. Noah, he said, had nefused to take 
him in ; but he got m secretly, and hid 
himself among the beasts, which is the 
reason why his name is not mentioned in' 
the Bthle y and while he was there the he*' 
goat had given him a blow on the fore- 
head, the mark of whioh wa^ 'visible to 
this day. Some person asked him w*hich 
country he liked best of all that he had 
visited in his long peregrinations : he an- 
swered ^^ Spain,*' as perhaps a man would 
have done who had really seen all the 
Yiorld. But it was remarked as rather ex- 
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traordiaary that a Jeiv sbduld prefer the 
country of the Inqiiis'ttion* <' God bles&you^ 
sir V replied the ready rogue, shaking h'A 
bead and siniliog at the same time, as if 
at the error of the obaerv^tion,--*^^ it was 
long before Christian'rty that I was last in 
Spain, and I shall not go thtee again tiU 
long after It is all over !" 

Any thing in England will do for a 
show. At one of the provincial fair» 
J» saw a shaved monkey exhibited for a 
Fairy ; and a shaved bear in a check waists 
coal and trowsers sitting in an armed chair 
as an £tbiopian savage. The unnatural 
position! to which the poor animal had 
been tortured, and the accursed brutality of 
his keeper, a woman, who sate upon his 
lap, put her arm round his neck, and called 
him husband and swee1;-heart and kissed 
him, made this, he says, the most hideous 
and disgusting sight he had ever witnessed* 
A fellow at one of these fairs once exhi« 
bited a large dragon-fly through a magi^i^ 
^yinggl^ss, as il^e Great High Qerina% 
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• Highter-Flighter.^ But the most extras 
ordinary instance of witty impudence an'd 
blind curiosity which I have ever heard ofj^ 
occurred at Cirencester in the province of 
Gloucestershire, where a man showed for 
a penny apiece, the fork which belonged 
to the knift' with which Margaret Nichol- 
son attempted to kill the King. 

Nothing is tOQ absurd to be believed by 
the people in this country*. Some time 
ago there was a woman who went about 
showing herself for money, with a story 
that she had been pregnant three years^ 
There was something extraordinary con- 
cerning this impostor ; for the house in 
which she lived, which stood upon the 
shore in the province, or shire as it is called 
of Sussex, had no other walls or roof than 
laths and brown-paper pitched over* It 
had st9od three years without injury, when 
the person who related this to me saw it* 
In the last reign ^ the whole kingdom was 

* This circumstance happened in the latter end 

I 

of the reign of George T,-rTn* 
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astonished by a woman who pretended to 
breed rabbits, and the king's surgeons were 
appointed by the state to examine her.-« 
Many persons are living who can remem- 
ber when the people of London went to 
see a man get into a quart bottle. This 
trick was practised for a wager, which some 
one who knew the world ventured upoa 
its credulity ; but as impudent a one was 
played off by a sharper in the city of Bris-. 
to! at a later period. He promised tu make 
himself invisible* collected a company of 
spectators, received their ntoney for admit* 
tance, appeared on the stage before them^ 
and saying, *^ Now, gentlemen and ladies> 
you see me,**— opened a trap-door and 
descended, and ran off with his gains. 

Any thing that is strange, or that ift 
called strange, a tall man or a short man, 
a Goitre or an Albino, a white negro o]p 
a spotted negro, which may be made'atany 
time with little difficulty and no pain, a 
great ox or a fat pig, no matter what the 
wonder be^ and no jmatter bow monstrpus^ 



or bow disgusting^ il will attract erowAr 
in Englaml. There was a woman born 
wilbout arms^ who made a good livelihood 
by writing and cutting paper with berto$&» 
One family support themselves *by living 
in a travelling cart, made in the shape o{ 
the yessei wherein the English boil water 
for their tea^ the spout of wtuch is the 
chimney. The learned pig was in his. day. 
a far greater object of admiration to the 
English nation than ever waa sir isaae 
Newton. I met a person once who had 
Kved next door to the lodgings of this, 
erudite swine, and in a- house ao situated 
that he could see him at his rehearsals* 
He told me he never saw the keeper beat 
him ; but that, if he did not perform hia 
ksson well^ he used to threaten to take 
^ff bis red waistcoat, — »for the pig waa« 
proud of his dress. Perhaps even Solomon 
himself did not conceive (hat vanity waa 
io universal a' passion. 

Yet from this indiscritntnate cmn6sily 
•owe general good arises. Natural biatorjr' 
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has been consicbrably improved by tht 
Qp{»ortoiHti!e8 aflforded of examin'm^ rare 
animab^ whkh would not liave been 
brought from remote countries for the 
aiere ipurjposes of science. Posture-Pinasters 
ted stoie^eaters have demonstrated strangt 
and asiomaldns powers in the human body ( 
and th« docility of animals^ which has thus 
teea pnntked upon for the sak^ of imme* 
diate gain, may one day .be appKed to bet» 
ter and more important purposes* Ani- 
mals have no natural fear of man : — the 
birds on a desert island are as fearless as 
they were in Paradise^ and suffer him to 
jipproach till he knocks them on the head. 
The power of the Eastern jugglers, who by 
a song call forth the serpents from their 
holes, is not more wonderful than that 
which has been acquired over bees in 
England. The horse of the Arab is as 
well domesticated, and as affectionately 
attached to his master, as the dog of the 
European. The cattle from one end of 
Africa to the other are under the most per- 
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feet obedience to their keeper ; a boy will 
collect a herd of a thousand by his whistle: 
by this easy language they are made to 
attack an armed enemy as readily as to 
come to their milker ; and they have thus 
overthrown soldiers who had conquered 
the elephants of the East and the cavalry 
of Europe. When mkn shall cease to be 
the tyrant of inferior beings he may truly 
become their lord. 



2f 



LELTER LVI. 



Newspapers. — Their Mode of /idsifying 
Intelligence, — Puffs. -^Advertisements* 
— Reviews f and their mischievous EffectSi 
'^'Magazines. -^Novels. 

I HAVE adhered strictly to J/s advice r«-> 
specting the literature of this country^ and 
allowed myself to read nothing but con* 
temporary publications^ and such works a^ 
relate to my objects of immediate inquiry^ 
roost of which were as little known to him 
as to myself. He smiles when I bring 
home a volume of Quaker history^ or Swe« 
denborgian theology^ and says I am come 
here to tell him what odd things there are 
in England* It is therefore only of that con- 
temporary and perishable literatufe which 
1 
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affects and shows ihe character of the na« 
tion that I shall speak. 

Of this the Newspapers form the most 
important branch^ They diifer in almost 
every respect from our diaries, and as much 
in appearance as in any thingy being printed 
in four columns upon a large folio sheet. 
Some are j^U'shed d^ily, some twiee^ 
aokne thrioe k week, some only on Sun- 
4ctys. Some «me out in the momiDg^ 
some in the evening; the former ere chief- 
ly for London^ and one is regularly laid 
open the breakfast table, wet fr&m th^ 
press. The f^venue wbieh they produce in 
Hlmost incredibly great. At the coHm 
fnencement of th6 Aitieti^^an w&r the priee 
was twopet¥«e. Lord North ^aidon ataa 
of a halfpenny, observing, with his cfaarnot 
teristic^ ^od humour^ that nobody wotild 
begrudge to paya balfpennyiyrtbe plaoum 
of abusing the minister. This . socceeded 
so well that another wad 'feooii :ini|io8ed|i 
making the price threepertee, wiibicb pric« 
Mr. Pitt has doubled by repeated duties ; 



^t the number printed is at least font-fold 
what it was before they were taxed at all. 

Of those papers for which there is the 
greatest sale^ from four to five thousand 
are printed. It is not an exaggerated cal- 
culation to suppose that every paper hac 
five readers, and that there are 250^000 
people in England ^ho read the news 
every day and converse upon it. In fact^ 
after the^ ^ How do you do ?' and the state 
of the weather^ the news is the next topic 
in order of conversation^ and sometimes it 
even takes place of cold, heat^ rain, or 
sunshine. You will judge then that the 
newspapers must be a powerful political 
engine. The mmistry have always the 
gival^r number under their direction, in 
whteh all their measures are dejendedj 
thciv successes exaggerated, their disiasters 
sodeealed or palliated, and the most flat* 
terii^ pmspects constantly held out to t)ie 
fsople. This system was carried to a great 
length duriog the lalf war. If the numbers 
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p{ th^ French who were killed ia the mi- 
pisterial niewspapers were summed up^ thejjr 
would be found equal to all the males in 
.;the country^ capable of bearing anns» 
Nor were these manufacturers of good 
;i)ews contented with slaying their tboo- 
9ands ; in the true style of bombast^ diey 
.would sometimes assert that a Bepublican 
flvmy bad .been not merely cut to pieces^r-* 
:but annihilated. Qn the other hand> the 
Josses of the Si^lish in their motifienlal 
^expeditions weve as stiidiously dimiaisbed* 
Truth ^2^3 indeed ^Iw^yS' to be got at hy 
^hpse who looked for it ; the papeie in 
;the oppossite ii^teront ^tpld- all which their 
ppponepts oonc^aledf and magni^ed on 
jtheir side, to gcatify their partisans. The 
English have a marvellous , faculty of.-be* 
^evipg what tbey wisb^ and nothing else^ 
for year^ and y^ars did tbey. believe thai 
France wa$.o^ the briajf: pf ruin $ .now the 
jgo^rnment w^as to be overthrown fur wanf 
j>f g^npowf^rji i>9W byiaioine,<no^ by the 
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Itate of their finances. The Royalists in Lc 
Vendue were a never- felling source of hope. 
A constant communication was kept up 
with them from Some of the Utile islands 
on the coast which are in possession of the 
English, from whence they were supplied 
with money and arms ; and the Republican 
commander in the district used to farm out 
the privilege of going to dine with the 
English governor, and receiving subsidies 
from him ! Constant disappointment has 
ts Uttlie effect upon an English'politician 
as upon' an alchemist. Quod vuli, credit ; 
quod non vult^ non credit ; he chudes to be 
deceived, not to be told what he does not 
wish to hear, and to have all good news mag* 
nified, like the Hidalgo, who put on specta- 
cles when he ate cherries to make them 
seem the finer. A staunch' ministerialist 
'helieves every thing which bis newspaper 
tells him, and takes his information and 
his" opinions with the utmost confidence 
from a paragraph-writer, who is paid for 
falsifying the ofie and miekading the. other. 

c 2 



Cephaleomomancy^ or the art of dinnatton 
by an ass's head^ is a species of art magic 
which still flourishes in England. 

Public ev4intS5 however^ form but a small 
part of the English newspa{)ers3 and the 
miscellaneous contents are truly charac- 
teristic of the freedom and the follies of 
this extraordinary people* In the same 
.paper wherein is to be found a political 
essay, perhaps of the boldest character and 
profoundest reasoning, you meet with the 
annals of the world of fashion ; the history 
of my lord's dinner and my lady's ball ; a 
report that the young earl is about to be 
married, and that the old countess is leav* 
ing town ; you have the history of horse- 
races, cock*fights, and boxing-matches— 
information that the king has taken a ride^ 
and* the princess an airing; a string of 
puns^ and a paragraph of scandal. Then 
come what are called the puffs ; that is to 
say^ adFcrtisements inserted in an unusual 
shape, so that the reader^ who would else 
have passed tlMm oyerj 16 taken by sur- 
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prise*- Tbtts, for inslanoe^ my eye wa« 
eaugbt thia morning with something about 
the mines of Poto8i3 b^inning a sentence 
which ended in the price of lottery tickets. 
PuiF- writing is one of the strange trades in 
London. A gentleman, who had just pub* 
lished a magnificent work^ was called upon 
one morning by a person whom he had ue* 
ver seen before. — *^ Sit" said the stranger, 
f' I have taken the liberty of calling on you 
in consequence of your publication. A 
most magnificent book indeed, sir ! — truly 
superb l*^honourable to the state of arti 
in the country^ and still more so, sir, to 
you 1— -But, sir, I perceive that you are 
not quite well acquainted with the science 
of advertising. — Gentlemen, sir, likeyou^ 
have not leisure to study these things. I 
make it my particular profession, sir. 
An advertisement ought alvirays to be ia 
a taking form,— always ; there should be 
three different ones to be mserted alter* 
nately. Sir, I shall be happy to hisive the^ 
honour of serving you,— -nothing is to be 
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done with(Hit hitltng' the fandy' of Hit 
j}ublic» — My terms, sir^ are half- a- guinea 
for three/' 

. Another professor called upon this 
same gentleman $ and after be' had run 
through the whole .rosary of compliments^ 
frpened his business to this €fleety-<-That 
a work so superb ^ the one in question 
must necessarily have its chief sale among 
people of fashion.-—'^ Now, sir/' said he, 
^' I liY« very much in high \\ky and have 
the best opportunities of promoting its jsuc- 
cess. I have done a good deal in this way 
fior Dr. ' ' ■> I suppose, sir^ you allow 
rentage ?''— -It proved that he had done a 
great deal for the doctor, for he had received 
^bove a hundred pounds for him, and by 
way of centage kept the whole. 

The advertisements fill a large part of 
the paper, generally two pages, and it is 
from these that the main profits both of the 
revenue and the proprietors arise. The 
expense of advertising is so great, that to 
asmoance anew book in the regular way 
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smounts to no less a sum than thirty 
pounds. The greater the sale of a news- 
paper^ the nx>re numerous these become t 
this renders the paper less amusing, ita 
purchasers fall off; the advertisers then 
lessen in their turn ; and this sort of rising 
and falling is always going on. A selec- 
tion of these advertisements would form a 
curious book^ and exhibit much of the 
state of England. Sometimes a gentleman 
advertises for a wife, sometimes a lady 
for a husband. Intrigues are carried on 
in them> and assignations made between 
A. B. and C. D. Sometimes a line of 
cyphers appears. Sonietimes Yes, or Noy^ 
the single word and nothing more. At 
Ibis very .time a gentfeman is offering » 
thousand pounds to any lady who can 
9erve him in a delicate affatir ; a lady hasr 
answerjed him, they have had their meet- 
ing, she does not suit his purpose, and he 
rciiews the offer of hia enormous bribe^ 
^bich in ail probability is meant as Um: 
price of same enormous vUlaay» 
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Poetry also occasionally appears. I hare 
copied from one lately an odd epigram, 
which plays upon the names of the various 
papers. 

Alas ! alas ! the World is ruined quite ! 

Tile Sun comes out in the evening 

And never gives any light. 

Poor Albiaii is no more. 

The Evening Star does not ris^ 
And the True Briton tells nothing but lies. 

Should they suppress the British Preu 

There would be no harm done ; 
There is an hope tluit the Ihties will mend, 

And it would bn no matter 

If the Globe were at an end*. 

Next in importance to the newspapers 
are the works of periodical criticism, 
which are here called Reviews. Till of 
late years there were only two of these, 
which, though generally ia the interest 
of the Dissenters, affected something like 

• The rhymes in this epigram are so defective 
that the translator supposes it must be inaccurately 
j^rinted, but he can only copy it as he finds it, not 
knowing where to recur to the original. ••Tiu 
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impartiality. During the late war two 
others were set up to exercise a sori of 
inquisition over books which were pub- 
lished^ as the publication could not be 
prevented ; to denounce such as were mis* 
cbievous^ and to hold up their authors to 
public hatred as bad subjects. Such zeal 
would be truly useful were it directed hf^ 
that wisdom which cannot err ; but it is 
difficult to say whether the infallible into- 
lerance of these heretics be* sometimes 
more worthy of contempt or of indig- 
nation. Of late years it has become im-> 
possible to place any reliance upon the opi« . 
nions given by these jouma^B^ because their 
party spirit now extends to every thing;* 
whatever be the subject of a book^ though 
as remote as possible from all topic's of 
pditioal dissension^ it is judged of accord- 
ing to the politics of the author:— for 
instance^ one of these journals has pro-' 
nounced it to be Jacobinical to read Hc- 
bfew without, points. There are other 
reasons why there is so little fair criticism. 

C5 



M^ny, p«rh«p^ tb(^ majority^ of tbe^e \it&* 
r%ry censors ^re authors tbeniseives^ and 
as such in no very high esiimalion wilh 
the public. Baboons are said to have aa 
axaipatby to men ; and these, wha are the 
haboous of litereturej have the same sort 
of hatred to those whose superiority they 
ai once feel aiid deny. You are not bow- 
ever to suppose that the general ch^actef 
of these journals is that of undeserved 
severity : they have as many to praise as 
to. bif^inej and their coinQpefidatiops are. 
dealt upon the same principIe*^K)r want 
of |!irinciple--^as their censuies. England ia 
but a little country ; and the communi- 
cAtion between all its parts is so rapid> the 
men of letters are so few, and the circus 
lalion of society bri):igs them all so oftm to 
London, as the heart of the system, that 
they are all directly or indirectly known 
to each other ; — ^a writer is praised because 
he is a friend^ or ''a friend's friend, or he 
must be condemned for a similar reason. 
fot the most part the praise of these cri*- 
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ticsisjntlk and wiler^ and ' tbeit ceneoiv 
anir amalUbeer*. Sontttimet indeed they 
deal in aUonger materiids ; but then the 
aU which. Flatteiy lays on is train oil^ and 
it sunks I and the dirt which Malevolenea 
tbrowa if ocdare^ and it sticks. tO/ber^ own 
fingers*. 

. Snch journals^ even if they were more 
honouvably and more honestly candttcttd> 
must from their very naluse be productive 
lather of evil than of good^ both to the 
public aail to the persons eoneemed in 
Ihem. Many are the readers who do not 
know^ and few aire they who will remem'* 
bec^ when thiey are perusing a criticism 
delivered in the plural language of autbO"« 
nty^ that it is but the opinion of one naa 
upon the work of ai|other< The puSIic 
oe deceived by this style. This however 
ia a transitory evil : the effect of the praise 
•r censure which they can bestow is neces^ 
sarily sbort>. and time settles* the quest ioa 

* In the OTiginsX^ aguitpie, which is to generous 
wine what small beer is to ale. As this word coold 
sot be translated^ the equiyaleDt one has been 
used. — ^Tr. 
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when tliey are forgotten. A more lasting 
mischief is^ that they profess to show the 
reader that short cut to wisdom and know*' 
ledge^ which is the sure road to conceit 
and ignorance. Criticism is to a large 
class of men what Scandal is to women^— * 
and women not unfrequently bear their pari 
in it ; — it is indeed Scandal in masquerade* 
Upon an opinion picked up from these 
journals^ upon an extract fairly or unfairly 
quoted^— for the reviewers scruple not at 
misquotations^ at omissions which alter 
the meaning, or mispunctuations which 
destroy it, — you shall hear a whole com* 
pany talk' as confidently about a book as if 
they had read it, and censure it as boldly 
as if they had bestowed as much thought 
upon the subject ^ the author himself, 
and were qualified, as his peers, to sit in 
judgment upon him. The effect which 
these journals have produced is,— ^hat as 
all who read newspapers are politicians) 
so all who read books are critics. 

This species of criticism is injurious to' 
the writer ; because, it being understood 
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Aat the business of a crittc is to pass cen- 
sure, he assumed a superiority both of infor- 
mation and ability, which it is not likely • 
that he possesses in either; except over 
such authors as are too insignificant to 
Reserve notice, and whom it is cruel to 
murder when they are dying. The habit 
of searching for faults, by the exposure of 
which he is to manifest this superiority, 
must inevitably injure such a man's moral' 
character; he will contemplate his own 
powers with increasing complacency, he 
will learn to take pleasure in inflicting pain, 
he will cease to look for instruction, he 
win cease to reverence genius, he will 
cease to love truth. Meantime he disguises 
both from himself and the public his 
injustice to the living, by affecting for 
the dead an admiration which it is not 
possible he can feel; just as the Arian 
persecutors of old worshipped the saints^ 
while they madfe martyrs. 

Perhaps the greatest evil which this vile 
custom has occasioned is> that by mak-i 



ing new books one of the. most c^&iar^ 
topics of conversatioa^ it haa made peoplen 
neglect ail other literature; so ^^ the 
public^ as they eall themselves^ denvts^ 
no benefit from the wisdom of their foie**: 
fathers^ applaud with wonder discoverieft« 
which are pilfered from old authors, oik 
whom they suffer the dust to lie lightly^ and. 
are deluded by sophisms which have beea* 
a hundred times confuted and exposed. 
< The Magazines are more numerous Unaon 
tlie Reviews^ and i^e more interesting be- 
cause their use is not so temporary^ and 
men appear in them in Iheir own characters ;: 
it is indeed interesting to see the varietteSiF 
of character which they exhibit*. The) 
Monthly and the Gentleman's are the naosl 

popular: the latter has been established 
about seventy years^ and has thereby ac* 
quired a sort of hereditary rank of wiiioh' 
it is not. likely soon to be dispossessed^ 
The greater part of this odd journal i» 
filled with aiitiquarian papers^-— «nd sucb 
papers 1«— One gentleman sends a 




of his parish church,-— a^ mean a bailing 
pcfrhaps $a can be made of stone and mor- 
t^Ty which is drawn in a roost miserable 
manner^ and engraved in a way quite 
worthy of the subject. With this he, 
sends all the monumental inscriptions m 
the church; this leads to a discussion 
coacecninf Uie families of the persons 
there mentioned, though they nevor should 
have been heard of before out of the li- 
mits of 'their own parish } — who the son 
raarried^-^whether the daughter died.sinr 
gle, and other matter of equal interest and 
caqpial importance. If there b& a stone in 
the church wiUi half a dozen Gothic let* 
ters legible upon it, and at respectful di** 
stances from each other, he fills up the 
gaps by conjecture : a controversy is sure 
to lblk>w, which is continued till the op» 
pooents grow angry, cavil at each other's 
style, and begin to call names; when the. 
editor interferes, and requests permission 
to close ^he lists against them. The only^ 
valuable pari is a long list of deaths .an4 
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marriages^ wherein people look for the^^ 
names of their acquaintance, and which'' 
frequently contains such singular facts of 
human character and human eccentricity, ^ 
that a very curious selection might be 
made from it. The Monthly is more mis- 
cellaneous in Its contents, and its corre- 
spondents ^^im at higher marks. Some 
discuss morals and metaphysics^ others 
amuse the world with paradoxes ; alt sorts 
of heretical opinions are started here, agri- 
cultural hints thrown out, and queries 
propounded of all kinds, wise and foolish/ 
The best part is a sort of literary and sci-* 
entific newspaper, to which every body' 
looks with interest. There are many in- 
ferior magazines which circulate in a lower 
sphere, and are seldom seen out of it. The 
wheat from all these publications should 
from time to time be winnowed, and the 
chaff thrown away. 

Literature is, like every thing else, a 
trade in England, — 1 might almost call it 
a manufactory. One main artick is that 
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of Novels;-— take the word in its Engfish 
sense^ and understand it as extending to 
four volumes of one continued tale of love. 
These are manufactured chiefly for women 
and soldier*officers. To the latter they 
can do no harm ; to the former a great 
dcah The histories of chivalry were use- 
fulj because they carried the i imagination 
into a world of different manners ; and 
many a man imbibed from them Don 
Quixote's high-mindedness and emulation, 
without catching his insanity. But these 
books represent ordinary and contemporary 
manners^ and make love the main business 
of life^ which both sexes at a certain age 
are sufficiently disposed to believe it. They 
are doubtless the cause of, many rash en- 
/•gagements and unhappy marriages. Nor is 
this the only way in which they are mis- 
chievous : as dram-drinkers have no taste 
for wine, so they who are accustomed to 
these stimulating stories, yawn over a 
book of real value. And there is as much 
time wasted in talking of them as in read-^ 
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ing them* I have heard a party of Iadie» 
discuss the conduct of the characters in a 
pew novel, just as if they were real perr 
fonages of their acquatntancc. 

The circuiting libraries consume these 
publications. In truth, the main demand 
for contemporary literarure comes from 
these libraries, or from private societies 
Instituted to supply their place, books 
being now so inordinately expensive that 
they are chiefly purchased as furniture by 
the rich. It is not a mere antithesis to say 
that they who buy books do not fetd 
ihem, and that they who read tl^m do 
not buy them. I have heard of one gen«* 
tleman who gave a bookseller the dimenc* 
sions of his shelves, to fit up his library i 
and of another, who, giving orders for the 
same kind of furniture, just mentioned 
that he must have Pope, and Shakeapere 
*«nd Milton. '* And hark'ye," he added,. 
¥ if either of those fellows should publistk 
any thing new, be sure to let me have it^ 
&nl choose to have all thei^ work^^' 
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Account of the Qkakers. 

* ' 

jT HB most remarkable sect in this land of 
sectaries is unquestionably that of the 
Quakers. They wear a peculiar dress^ 
which is in fashion such as grave people 
wore in the time of their founder^ ' and 
always of some sober colour. They never 
uncover their heads in salutation^ nor ia 
their houses of worship; they have no 
form of worship, no order of priests, and 
they reject all the Sacraments. In their 
meeting-houses they assemble and sit ia 
silence, unless any one should be disposed 
to speak, in which case they suppose him 
to be immediately moved by the Spirit i 
and any person is permitted to speakj, 
women as well as meo* These, bowevcr|| 
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areonly a few of their peculiarities. They 
call the days of the week and the months 
according to their numerical order> saying 
that their common names are relics of 
idolatry. The English^ instead of address- 
ing each other in the third person singular^ ^ 
use the second plural. This idiom -the 
Quakers reject as the language of flattery 
and falsehood, and adhere to the strict 
grammatical form. They will not take an 
oath ; and such is the opinion of their 
moral character, that their affirmation is 
admitted in courts of justice to have the 
same force. They will not pay tithes; 
the priest therefore rs obliged to seize their 
goods for his due. Tliey wilt not bear 
arms, neither*will they be concerned in 
any bifanch of trade or manufactory which 
is connected with war, nor in any which 
is so dependant upon accident as to partake 
of the nature of gaming. They prohibit 
cards and other games, music, dancing, 
and the theatre. A drunken Quaker is 
«,ev^r seen^;aor a criminal-one ever brought 



tp the bar« Their habits of patient and 
ujahazarding industry ensure success ; and 
accordingly they are, in proportion to 
their numbers, weahhier than any other 
set of people. They support their own 
poor^ and take the lead in every public 
charity. What is truly extraordinary is, 
that though they seem to have advanced 
to the utmost limits of enthusiasm as well 
a^ .of heresy, so far from being enthusias- 
tic^ they are proverbially deliberate and 
prudent: so far from being sullen and 
gloomy, as their prohibitions might induce 
you tp suppose, they are remarkably cheer* 
ful : they are universally admitted to be the 
most respectable sect in England; and 
though they have a church without a priest* 
hood, and a government without a hcad> 
th^ are perhaps the best organised and 
most unanimous society that ever ex* 
isted. 

Were it not for their outrageous and 
insufftrably heretical opinions, it might 
be thought that any goyemme&l would 
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gladly encourage 90 peaceable^-so moral^ 
and 80 industrious a people. Outhecon^ 
trary, though they arc at present peculiarly 
fivoured by the English laws^ there was 
a time when they were the objects of espe- 
cial persecution. I will endeavour briefly 
to sketch their history ; — it contains soitie 
interesting facts^ and may furnish some 
important inferences. One of the many 
remarkable circumstances belonging to 
this remarkable body is^ that though they 
are now the least literate of all the English 
iectSj they possess more ample collections 
of their own church history than any otiiet 
Christian church, or even than any mo- 
isastid order. If the acts of the Apostles 
Imd been as fully and faithfully recorded 
as tbe acts of the Quakers, what a world 
tf controversy and confusion would have 
been prevented. 

George Fox, their founder, began his 
Career during the great rebellion. There 
never was a time in which it could be 
imore excusable to go astraj^. The heref- 



Ileal dhurch of England^ by attemptiog to 
assimilate itself to the church of Rome^ ia 
a few fonns^ while it pertinaciously differed 
from it ia essentials^ and by persecuting 
those who refused to submit to those 
fbrms^ had provoked a resistance which 
coded in its own overthrow. It was an 
age of ecclesiastical anarchy. Hypocrisy 
)«ras, the reigning vice; the least sincere 
;were the most zealous : discordant doctrines 
,wene preached every where^ and pious and 
immble^minded men^ puzzled by this con* 
fnsiou of errors^ knew not which to cbuse; 
They who in this perplexity stood aloof 
|rom any community wece so many^ that 
they were, distinguished v by the name of 
Seekers* George Fox seems to have pos* 
sessed much of the zea^ ^e simpliciej^ 
and tenderness of the seraphic St* Francis^ 
.(if I may be allowed to compare a heretic 
with 80 glorious a saint in his human qua^i^ 
lities,} — ^biit, having no better g^iide to 
foUow than his own nature, no wonder 
ibat bie was miAJedi* His mind van upoi^ 
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religious things when he was but a youtb^ 
and he had leisure to think of them in the 
solitary employment of keeping sheep. 
At lengthy unable to bear the burthea of 
bis thoughts^ he went to one of the here- 
tical priests and laid open to him the state 
of his mind. The priest's advice was that 
he should take tobacco and sing psalms. 

In this uneasy state he. abandoned all 
other pursuits^ and wandered about the 
country in search of truths which at last^ 
by following wholly the feelings of his 
own heart, he thought he had attained. 
During his wanderings he met with many 
persons of a similar state of uneasiness; and^ 
being thus emboldened, began to fancy 
himself divinely commissioned to call men 
io repentance,— A commission which he 
and his followers soon thought proper to 
pat in execution. Their zeal was not at 
first accompanied with discretion 3 they 
went into the churches and interrupted 
the preachers;*— there needed not this im-* 
{prudence to provoke men who were already 



sufficiently irritated by their doctrines. 
The priests became their cruel enemies, 
and often instigated the people to fall upon 
them. The heretics even in their churches 
nsed their Bibles to knock down these en* 
thusiasts with; they were beaten down 
with clubs^ stoned^ and trampled upon, 
ftnd scmie of them lost their lives. 

The Presbyterians during their short 
tyranny treated them with great rigour^ 
l>ut their greatest sufferings were after tlie 
lestoration of the monarchy. No sooner 
had the heretical hierarchy recovered its 
{xywer^ than it began to persecute the diti- 
««BiterB with such bitterness as the ran^ 
eorous remembrance of its own injuries 
excited, Charles willingly permitted this^ 
because he dreaded the political opinions 
tif these sectarians ; it is probable, too^ 
that as he hud been^ secretly reconciled to 
the true £aith^ he was not displeased to 
see a church which dared not pretend to 
be intyiible^ pursuing measures which 
tiotbing but infallibility caKi justify^ thus 

VOL. III. D 
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^accustoming the people to intolerance^ 
and weakening heresy : so he protected 
th^ Catholics from the false bishops^ and 
left the sectarians to their tender mercy. 
Other sectarians made use of every artifice 
to escape ; but it was contrary to the prin* 
<ciples of the Quakers to avail themselves 
of any subterfuge ; and their dress, lan- 
guage^, and manner made it impo^ible 
for them to pass unnoticed. The prisons 
were filled with them ; the prisons were 
then dreadful places ; filth j cold and wet 
brought on diseases which were aggravated 
by the uniform brutality of the jailors ; 
and in this manner numberis were * de- 
stroyed by the cowardly cruelty of those 
who were ashamed openly to put them to 
death. 

Erroneous as the principles of these peo* 
pie are, it was imposaible .that any men 
could lead more blanteless lives, and dis- 
play more admirable integrity or more 
heroical self-devotementw George Fox 
ava^ more thm once set at liberty on his 



liare promise of appearing upon a certain 
4ay to take bb 4rial9 no other security 
b&ifig though t'necdfal ;-^more than oricc 
opportunities of escaping from prison ^re 
^vowedjy given him^ of whiph heVould 
not avail himself ; and a pardon from the 
king offered him, which he refused ta 
accept, sayingi that to apc^t a pardon^ 
v^ould imply that he bad committed a 
crime which needed it« The usual snare 
for them was to tender the oath of «upre* . 
macy, a test enacted against the Catholics. 
It was in vain that they declared their 
full assent to the vile heresy of this oath, 
and that they affirmed its substance in 
other words; the • act of swearing w^ 
insisted upon, and for refusing tbi« their 
property was . confiscated, and them- - 
selves sentenced to perpetual imprison- 
inent. No injustice, no cruel ty, ever pro- 
voked them to anger ; they exhorted their 
persecutors, but never reproached them. 
Instances often occurred of one man's 
offering to suffer confinement for another. 

D 2 
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The principlis of selfishness seemed to b^ 

extinguished among them. Even the in-^ 

fttincts of resentment and Sjelf-^defence> 

perhaps the most powerlul and deeply*^ 

rooted in our nature^ they had subdued* 

Men who had borne atms ^ad eppj^oVed 

their courage in battk^ not only submitled 

to insults and blotvs tbemsdve^^ but saM^ 

their wives aiid daughters insulted3 beaten^ 

iind trampled upon^ Without lifting a hand 

to protect or revenge them. It was in 

vain to block up their meetings-houses j 

they met in the open streets^ and in opeii 

clay^ though sure that soldiers would be 

there to arrest^ and a rabble to assault 

thetiGi; and when the parents wete cast 

itito prison^ the childreh volufitiirily fol-» 

lowed their example> held their meeliftgi 

in the like manner^ aiid subinitted to the 

same sufFeringSj with the satne quiet and 

unconquerable endurance. 

It i^ worthy of retnark that these exc&l^ 
tent people (sid Assuredly they were in cvety 
thing not appelrlaiiiing to the titled df 



their faith), while they were thus persecuted 
by their brother heretics, were treated by 
the true church with a tei^derness which 
\% ha)s never shown towards any others. 
Two feiDale preachers who went to Malta 
tp promulgate their opinions, were seized 
tbier^ by the Hojy Office and confined, 
that they might not pervert others; but 
vhen it was found impossible to reclaim 
them, they were set at liberty, and sent 
out of the island. A man in his way from 
visiting them landed at Gibraltejr, which 
was then in our possession, and went on 
Holy Thursday into the church, while 
the priest was celebrating mass ; he took 
pff his cloak and rent it, and appeared in 
«ackrcloth $ cried out Repentance thrice ia 
a loud voice, and then returned unmolested 
to his ship* One man went to Jerusalem 
to bear his testimony against pilgrimages 
at the Holy Sepulchre ! Several went to 
Rome to convert the pope, for whom they 
seemed to be particularly concerned; — they 
were safely lodged ifi tiie Holy Office, per- 
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milted to write as many memorials as they 
pleased to bis holiness and the cardinals ; 
and when they had said all that they had 
to say, they were sent out of Italy. With 
this tenderness did the Church behave to 
them, while in England they were whipt 
and. imprisoned, and in America put to^ 
death by the Calvinists. 

Even the infidels respected them. A 
woman left her family in the hope of con- 
verting the Graiid Turk :-^he received her 
in his camp, gave her audience, listened 
to her respectfully, and dismissed her with 
a safe conduct through his dominions. 
A ship, of which the, master and the mate 
were Quakers, was taken by the Algerines, 
who put a party of Moors on board to 
carry her into Algiers. The crew thought 
themselves strong enough to recover the 
vessel, and would have attempted to kill 
the Moors ; but tbc&i^ men, true to their 
principle of not fightihg, and not hazard- 
ing human life, refused to ussist in regain- 
ing their liberty, eiicept by such means as 



they could conscientiously approver They 
contrived to secure their weapons, and took 
possession of the ship. These people 
profess also to act up to the Gospel precept 
of returning good for evil ; and in confor- 
mity to this the masler promised the 
Moors that they should not be sold as- 
slaved. They put ioto Majorca^ where 
the islanders to their great astonishment 
fbund that the prisoners were not to be. 
sold : they were proceeding to take them 
. by force, but these Quakers actually set 
the Moors loose from their confinement, 
that they might assist in working the ship 
out of port and escaping. Tlie rascally^ 
iiifidels, not in the slightest degree influ- 
enced by this example, attempted . twice 
or thrice to- become masters again, and i( 
required all the authority and exertions oC 
the Quakers la prevent their men from 
knocking them on the head. At the im- 
minent risque of being recaptured, they 
stood over to the Barbary coast ai\d landed 
their prisoners in their own- country. 
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King Charles was dining in his palace at 
Greenwich when the vessel came up^ and 
news was brought him that a Quaker ship 
was just arrived which they had won from 
the Algerines without fighting. The king 
went himself to see it^ and when he bad 
heard the story^ told the Quakers they 
were fook for letting the Mqors go,— ^* You 
should have brought them to me/^ he 
md. *' I thought it better for them/* 
replied the qtiaker^ *' to be in their own 
country/' 

One of their tenets is, that man, wh^> 
truly born again of the Spirit, is restored 
to the state of Adam before the fall ; an 
error which approximates nearer to* truth, 
than the diabolical hereby of the Cal- 
vinists and Gnostics. It might lead to 
a perilous confidence in those who pre* 
sumed they had attained to this state ; but 
it must needs produce the best efiect upon 
the feelings and lives of such as are aspir* 
ing to it. The doctrine of inspiration ia 
more dangerous, but the tenet which for- 



|>id$ al) /lOleqee prieyeDls jthose eyil confer 
quenees wbicb it might eUe .occ^ion.-rr 
The Quakers were a) wdys ready to carry a 
snessage from the Lord^ but they never 
thought of delivering it upon the point of 
ja dagger* An iodividjaal now and then ap?- 
peared ki sackcloth^ crying Repentance^ in 
the streets. One man in Ireland went 
into a Catholic churchy naked above the 
.ivaist^ and burning brim&tone in achafingr 
disfaj as a Jtoken to the congregation of 
^v^hat they were to .expect unless they 
repented of tbeir errors. Such extrava^ 
gancles exposed none but themselves to 
idanger. 

They lay .claim to mihicjes ; and it is 
;good proof of the fidelity of t^eir ohro<- 
nioier that none of these miracles can be 
considered as impossible, nor even unliker 
'ly. 'George Fox came into a house at a time 
-wihen they bad bound a madwoman5 and 
«were attempting to bleed her. He address- 
ed her with his wonted gentleness, quieted 
her fears^ iloothed her^ persuaded the peo- 
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pfe to unbind her^ and ocmrerted her to kia 
own opinions, der pbrenay neyer return* 
ed. ; it had found its proper channel. A 
few of their numerous persecutors came 
to untintely ends. One in par ticotar^ who 
had been active in^ torturing and putting 
them to death in New England, was. thrown 
from his horse and killed upon Ae place of 
Iheir execution : it was natural and per- 
haps not erroneous to ascribe this to divine 
vengeance. Jn the days of their persecu* 
tion they often denounced a visitation of 
pestilence against London : — a tremendous 
plague made its appearance and Carried off 
100^000 of its inhabitants. As they had 
•announced it^ they naturally thought it 
eame upon their account. One Thomas 
Ibbllt went about the streets of the metro- 
polis denouncing a judgment by fire. On 
t^ very uejEtd;ay the fire of London broke 
out which consumed thirteai thousand 
houses. The effect which this produced 
iipon the prophet authenticatea the story> 
So utterly was he astonished at beholding 
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ilbff aceomplishoieht of his predictiop^. that 
bis character was totally changed ; he im^ 
mediately conceived himself to be some** 
4bing more than humau^ advanced to meet 
the conflagration^ hddingout both his arms 
to stay i^is progress^ and would infallibly 
in tht& delirium have rushed into the 
flames^ if he had not been carried away 
by force. 

. The sufferings of the Quakers ceased 
upon the accession of James II., who 
would willingly have purchased toleration 
^r the true faith by granting it to all 
Others, He favoured . them also for the 
saKe of one of their great leaders, whosd 
laiher had beeahis personal friend. It i» 
ri^l^ted of this king, whom the English 
tb^msalvf^ acknowledge to have beeii the 
best of his family^ that when- one of this 
sect was one day addressing him in the. pa? 
lace^ with his hat on as usual, the king 
took off his own 5 upon which the Quaker 
ebse^ed that the king need not be unco* 
▼ered on his account- *^ My friend,*' re^ 
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plied James, ^' you lo m't fcaow lAe tnsBtom 
<tf this place ;<— -onily <diae Jitt at a time 
must ht worn here/' 

That these people sfaouM bai^e borne up 
against persecution » noit wxonder&h*^ 
There is a stubborn principle in fauttiaii 
nature, which in a good cause is virtue, 
and ev^en in an (erroneous one as aikin to it. 
Indeed without persecution, or at least 
ivfntfaout opposition, the enthuf^iasm ^i a 
eect cannot be kept up,««-it is its food 
and fuel 3 and without it, k must star^ 
and be extinguished. Fpom the time oC 
their legal recognition the enthusiasm of 
the Quakers ceased. No propheoies hav^e 
since been uttared by them m the «tireetSy 
no testimony borne in sacbcloHh and «dhes $ 
the Grand Turk thas been abandoned to his 
misbelief, and the Pope, no^ithstanding 
their concern for him, 'gi^^ienup as irre- 
claimable. Yet such is the admirable oeco-* 
iiomy of this extraordinary «ect, that tbey 
continue to flourish, if no^ to spregid. 
. So pure a system of democracy was iie« 
1 
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i^er eleo^ere exbHiKted as riuit of tbe ixrtec^ 
oal .goviemmeot of thi; society^ ,£acb pa^ 
lish regulates its own atffairs in a mouth** 
ly me^odag, eadi diocese or districf ia a 
•quarterly one, the <whole body in a. year- 
ly 4>i^^. which is held in the ciietropoiis.<««> 
23tepuEtiea go fromthe lesser toithelaxger 
assemblies ; bitt every member of tbe so- 
ciety, wiio can conveniently^ is ejcpeoted 
to a^ttend. The women have theiir meet- 
itigs in like »aiHier 5 1^ equality of tb^ 
sexes inall things being practically acknows- 
ledged. In all ottier collective bodies tbe 
will of the 'majority is die law. The ^ua- 
kers admit fiO'Such-princip^le : among them 
nothing is'detepmincd »pon unl^s ^it is the 
sense, of •the ^l»ofle ; and as the goodof>tbe 
^N^le is their only possible motive^, (for 
BO mt^iEiber o(f die -^jcicty receives any 
<eni6l^meotfor ^discharging any o&ct in 
it,') ithey iiever fail, whatever difference of 
opinion may at first have existed^ to be- 
come 4]<ianimous« 
^ 1h^ preaching strikes a stranger as Ia« 
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dicrous. You may conceive what it mioc 
needs be^ when the preacher imagiaes hizD>, 
self to be the organ of inspiration^ and> 
instead of thinking ^bat he shall say,, 
watches for what he beKeves to be. inters 
nally dictated to him. Nothing ixk fact 
can be more incoherent than their disr 
courses^ and their manifest inferiority to. 
those of any other s^ct ought to convince 
them of the fallacy of the opinion upon 
whieh they proceeds That the admonir 
lion of the spirit^ in other words the facul'* 
ty of conscience^ when it be wisely and 

4 

earnestly cultivated is an infalUble guide of 
conduct^ may and must be admitted j but 
that which will make a good man act well^ 
will not always make him talk wisely. It 
}& not however the matter of these dis? 
Goui'ses which, impresses those who are 
disposed to be impreissed :. knowing the 
speaker to be seriously affected>. they parr 
take his feelings, and become seriously af-* 
fected also. Their history affords a curious 
illustration o£ thia. The mother of. their 
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chronicler was a Dutchworoan, who being 
niovedj a» she believed^ by the Spirit^ came 
to preach in England in the days of per- 
secution. She understood no English^ and 
therefore delivered herself through an in/- 
terpreter. One day it happened that the 
interpreter was not at hand when the call - 
came upon her, and the person who at* 
tempted to translate her meaning found 
that be could not understand her. The 
congregation^ however, called upon her 
to proceed, affirming that the r^ligiou^ 
feeling which she impressed upon them 
could not be stronger if they had underc- 
8<tood her. In the hands- of a. lying chro* 
nicler this would have been magnified 
itAo a gift of tongues.. The story is no( 
the Less valuable, though it may provoke. a 
smile. 

The c;hief cause which exasperated the^ 
clergy se greatly agaipst them^ was their 
obstinate refusal to pay tithes>;and this is 
now operating to diminish thesect^ Could 
they be content to. pay^- and salV'e their 
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Consciences by proteatbg agarinst h, aJH 
would go on ^mootMy ;^ instead of ikis, 
they suffer their goods to be distrained ^nd 
66ld lupo^ the spot ; by wbich tiiey sustain^ 
a loss themselves^ and tempt others to po- 
ftt fraudulently ^ their expense. The opn* 
sequence is, that th^ Quakers have 'Veiy 
generally forsaken the country and taken 
«rp tbeiar abode in dties. This is dotubly 
^trimental to them. Those who drem&m 
in the country are left as insulafted Canulies, 
and ^eal even more than gaiety requires 
t^ stimulus of fellowship. Sy their laws^ 
any one who naarries out of the pale of the 
society is dismissed from it ) but these 
j&mili$|s who 'live apart from their fefUows 
«f lifkfjy to ftAl off on thvs account for 
want of neighbourhood. They who «re 
collected in cities, are lessened by another 
•cause. ISieir principles exclude them 
from aH piofes^ions exiiept that of physic, 
in whicfhfew^nly.can find employment : 
€om«ierce therefore may be cofrsidiered as 
their scie puro^itc; their plaitn and moderate 
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habits lessen expense^ and Iheir industry 
insures success 5 they grow rich, and their 
children desert the society. The children 
of the rich find its restraints irksome, and 
are converted — not by strong argument^ 
not by incontrovertible authority, not by 
any honourable and worthy sense of duty^ 
but by the .pleasures of the card^tahle, the 
baU'room, and the theatre. But the great 
agents in converting young Quakers to the 
established Church of England are the tat** 
lors. The whole works of Bellarmine could 
not produce such an effect upon them^as a 
pattern^book of forbidden cloths and 
buttons. Nor could any reason be urged I0 
them so forcible as the propriety of appear- 
ing like other people, and conforming to 
the strict orthodoxy of fashion. 

Odd as it may seem, this feeling has far 
Sfiore influence among the men than 
among the women of the society* The 
women who quit it usually desert for love, 
for which there is this good reason, that 
the Quakers have |oo much neglected the 
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education of their sods. Women are easily 
converted in their youth ; they make 
amends for this plkiney as they advance 
in life, and become the most useful dilBTu- 
sers of their own faith. 

The diminution of the sect is not very 
manifest ; amd it is kept up by proselytes 
who silently drop in^ for they no longer 
s^ek to make converts, and are even slow 
in admitting them. Perhaps these new 
members, if they are sufficiently nume.-. 
rotts, may imperceptibly bring them near-i 
er to the manners of the world iu their ap- 
pearance, and thus lessen the. main cause: 
of their decline* 
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Winter Weather. ^-^Snow. — Christmas.'-^ 
Old Customs gradually disused. 

Jan! 2, iM5. 

"If you would live in health," says the 
proverb, ^' wear the ^ame garment |n sum* 
mer which you wear in winter.*' It seems 
218 if the English had some such fool't 
adage, by the little difference there is be- 
tween their summer and their winter ap- 
parel. The men, indeed, when they go 
abroad put on a great coat, and the women 
wear muffs, and fur round the neck ; but 
all these are laid aside in the bouse. I no 
longer wonder why these people talk so 
much of the weather; they live in the 
most inconstant of all climates, against 
Ivhich it U so difficult to take any effectual 
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precaution, that they have given the mat- 
ter up in despair, and take no precautions 
at all. Their great poet, Milton, describes 
the souls of the condemned as being hur- 
ried from fiery into frozen regions : per- 
haps he took the idea from Iris own feeling* 
on such a day as this, when, like me, he 
was scorched" on one side and frost-bitten 
on the other 5 and, not knowing which of 
the two torments was. the worst, assigned 
them to the wick/ed both in turn. ^^ Why 
dp you not warm yowr rooms like the Ger^ 
jfiSiXks/^ I say to them, ^^ and difftis^ th^ 
beat equally on all side^ 2'^ ^^ Oh/- jh^ r^* 
ply, *^it is so dismal pot to see tbjs ^e I" 
And so fpr tjie sake of seeing the fire, they 
^re contented to be half starved ancj h^lC 
roasted at the same tia^e, and tq have mOff^ 
wopien jand childrien burnt io death in one 
y^rth^n all the heretics whoever suffered 
in England in tb^ day^ v^hen heresy wai* 
Ibought i» prime. 

I happened to sleep in the country when 
th^ first snow fdi > aod in the morning^ 



when I looked out 6f wtadow every thing 
« was >^hite, and the show flakes like fea* 
thers floatifigaDd filling with as endless 
and ever*varying motions as the danc^ of 
musqaitos in a sumtner evening. "J^d 
Uiis raodsery of life was the only appears 
auce of life; and indeed it seemed as if there 
could be nothing living in such a world* 
The trees were dothed like the earthy eveiy 
bough, branch, and spray ; except that 
side of the bark which had not been ex^i 
{losed to th€ wind, nothing was to be seen 
but what was perfectly and dazzlingly 
white ; and the evergreens in the garden 
Were bent beneath the load. White mount 
tains in the distance cto give no idea of 
Ibis singular effect. I' was equally de«< 
ligl^ted with Uie incrustatiofi upon the in«* 
sad^ of the windows. Nothing which I have 
ever seen equals the exquisite beauty o£ 
thiit frost^woffc^ But when I returned to 
London the scene was widely different.--^ 
TtMere the atmosphere is so full of soot fronfi 
th« earth ooaI^ tbitt the snow is duUi^d ad 



it falls ; men were throwing it from th« 
top of every house by shovels full, lest it 
should soak through the roof ;t-^and when 
it began to melt, the 'Streets were more 
filthy and miserable than I (X)uld have con- 
ceived possible. In wet weather women 
wear a clog, which is raised upon an iron 
ring about two ihchiss from the ground j 
they clatter along the streets like horses. 

The cold in this country is intense ; and 
because it is not quite severe enough to 
nip off a man's nose if he puts it out of 
doors, they take no precautions against it, 
and therefore suffer more than the Ger« 
mans or Russians. Nay, the Russian sol<» 
diers who were in England during the late 
w&r died of the cold ; they had been ac-* 
customed to dieir stoves and their furs, for 
which regimentals and English barracks 
were such bad substitutes, that they sick- 
ened and died off like rotten sheep. Li-* 
quids freeze in the house. My water-bot-- 
tie burst last night with a loud report. Aa 
exorcist would have taken it for a aignal 



X gun .of the enemy^ and have discharged a 
voUey of anathjemas; in returnr I wag 
startled^ and could not divine the cause 
till day-flight explained it. 

I happened to go into a pastrycook's 
shop one mornings and inquired of the 
mistress why she kept her window open 
during this severe weather— which I ob- 
served most of the trade did. She told 
ine, that were she to close it, her receipts 
would be lessened foriy or fifty shillings a 
day ; — so many were thepersons who took 
i^p buns or biscuits as they passed by an^ 
threw their pence id, not allowing them- 
selves time to enter. Was there ever so 
indefatigable a people!-— I may here men- 
tion, that the first confectioner, who ever 
carried on the trade in England was a Spa-j 
niard, by name Balthezar Sajuchez, who 
founded a hospital near London at the close 
of the sixteenth century. Some of the 
English sweetmeats exceed ours :. the curr 
rant and the raspberry, fruits which flou- 
rish Ui a cold elimate, Soxm delicious pre-« 
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serves. Thdriced creams al90 are richer 
than our iced waters ; but these northern 
people do not understand the management 
of southern luxuries ; they fill their cellars 
with ice instead of show^ though it is pro- 
cured with more difficulty and greater ex-* 
pense, and must be broken to the consist** 
ency of compressed snow before it cfti 
be used. 

Just at this time these shops are fiHed 
with large plum-cakes^ which are crusted 
over with sugar^ and ornamented in every 
ix>ssible way. These are for the festival of 
the kings, it being part of an Englishman's 
religion to eat plum- cake on this day^ and 
to have pies at Christmas made of meat 
and plums. This is the only way in which 
these festrvals are celebtated *, and if the 
children had dot on ititelrest in keeping it 
up, even this would soon be disused. All 
persons say how differently this season 
was observed ii^ their fathers' days^ and 
speak of old ceremonies and old festivities 
as things whicli are otoolettt The cmae 
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ifi obvious. In large towns the population 
is continually shifting ; a new settler nei- 
ther continues the customs of his own 
province in a place where they would be 
strange^ nor adopts those wl^ich he finds, 
because they are strange to him^ and thus 
ell local differences are wearing out. In 
the country^ estates are purchased by new 
men^ by. the manufacturing and mercantile 
aristocracy who have no famW^ customs to 
keep up^ and by planters from the West 
Indies^ and adv^turers from the East 
who have no feeling connected with times 
and seasons which they have so long 
ceased to observe* 

Perhaps no kingdom ever experienced so 
great a change in so short a course of years 
without some violent state convulsion^ as 
England has done during the present 
reign.- I wish I could procure materiah to 
show the whole contrast :-^A metropolis 
doubled in extent : taxes quintupled j the 
value of money depreciated as rapidly as if 
viiew mines had been discovered ; canals cut 
VOL. in. B 



74 LETTER LVIII. 

from one end of the island to the other ; 
travelling made so expeditious that the in- 
ternal communication is tenfold what it 
was ; the. invention of the steam-engine^ 
almost as great an epocha as the invention 
of printing ; the manufacturing system car- 
ried to its utmost point 5 the spirit of com- 
merce extended to every tWng 5 an empire 
lost in America, and another gained in the 
East : these would be parts of the picture. 
The alteration extends to the minutesft 
things, even to the dress and manners of 
every rank of society. 



n 



LETTER LIX. 



-^Pope Joan* — Cards never us^4 pif, fh^ 

. ^hthx ^n4 f^<(vi^y t^t^d,rrT4ce of 

^HK English cards arc, like Ac French, 
fifty-two in nu,mber. They differ frona 
them in the figured cards, which ajre 
whoje-length, and in the clumsiness of 
their fslbric, being as large again, thick in 
proportion, and always plain on the back. 
Our names for the suits are retained ia 
both* countries ; and as only with us the 
names and the figures correspond^ and our 
words for cards {naypes) is untike that in 
any other European language, we either 
inyented or first received them from the 
'Orientatls. 

Gambling, dancing and hunting are as 

E 2 
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favourite pastimes among the English as 
among avages. The latter of these sports 
must of course be almost exclusively the 
amusement of men ; dancingrequires youth^ 
or at least strength and agiiity ; but old 
and young, hale and infirm^ can alike en- 
joy the stimulus of the dice-box or the 
card-table. 

Fashion, which for a long time appoint- 
ed the games in this country, as it does 
every thing else, seems here at last to have 
lost its fickleness. Ombre, Basset, and 
Quadrille had their day ; but Whist is as 
much the favourite now as when it wasnrsi 
introduced. Casino came in from Italy^ 
like the opera, and won over many fe* 
males ; but, like the opera, though it be- 
caiiie fashionable it never was fairly natu- 
ralized, and whist still confinues peculiarly 
the game of the English people. It suits 
the taciturnity and thoughtful ness of the 
national character ; indeed its name is de- 
rived from uuhish, a word or rather sound* 
which they make when they would en- 
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join silence*. Not a word is spoken du* 
ring the deal, unless oti^ of the party, 
happening to be of irascible temper^Jshould 
find fault with his partner — for people of 
the politest mannei^s sometimes forget 
their politeness and their manners at cards. 
The time of dealing, if silence be broken, 
is employed in discussing the politics of 
the last deal. Whatever the stake may be, 
the men usually increase it by betting 
with some by-stander upon the issue of 
the rubber, the single game, and sometimes 
the single deal ; and thus the lookers- 
on take as much interest in the cards a« 
the players themselves. 

A certain person of the name of Hoyle 
wrote a treatise upon the game, about half 
a century ago, and laid down alt its laws. 
These laws, which like those of the Medes 
and the Persians alter not, are constantly 
appealed to. Few books in the language, 
or in, any language, have been so frc- 

* It seems, by this etymology, as if some person 
liad been fooling the author's curiosity,— Tr. 
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<]Vientty prinfedy stiil fewer so itilently 
stttdtedi Gotnpeodiums havebe^nnlade of 
A pocket-size for the convenience of readj^ 
l^fei'encc ; tfeese at^ very ntimerbus ; i\it 
in^9i eslcetned is by Sbort^« But (hough 
these Utv'S are ev«ry #hfere received as cd* 
nmiicftl^ ati old Welsh baron^ who vtstt 
to play cards feix days ih th^ we^k^ and 
laNe physit mi the ^etttlih^ tb&sa cfofnie 
ftw yiiars Siitce to stjt up a heresy of hie 
mvtl ificrp|]fogiti^t). It icdnsisted in redtve* 
itig th6 tjutftber of poiUts frotti ten io siJ:, 
Bltd^klg m hotlbuts to be couiitcd^ add 
^tff'ftlitiitig ttl<s immp by drawing il card 
from the other pack^ sd that the ideaKl* 
Hxd tka adtftlttag^i tod ali chande wa:^ as 
fef M possibte fmfctadedi Whether tbui 
ic^i cbh^tden^ Iks stiVouring too mtich rf 
'«^uiilUy ahd Jdcidbiili^n^ t knew Aa^ Ml 
ftb Aiade ft v\r ]^r«66lytas^ and ^e litttisin 
estpit^d with hiitii (td hlmsfiif cilted it 
ititr^tial Wbi^i $ hia fri«nd$, ia awiMxl.of 

*Thetldthor bast^Htaken Bob Bhor^ for k teid 
aarae»— •Tit*' 



eQntetn(>tuouft fkbriGation^ JenoiTiinated it 
bis u^kimsp^whftmsy. 

■* Of tbie minor games I have only nfticed 
(wo as r^imarkable^ the one for its i^aQfi?, 
which is Pope Joan ', a cv»rious instance of 
the mean arti6ces by which the heretics 
Hill contrive to k^ep up a belief in this ex* 
l^lodtd &ble« They call h«r tl>€ curse of 
£eotland i so thelegend^ fabulous as it ii$j has 
b6en still more falsified. The other ^me is 
caW^dafoe^* i each person stakes a certain 
sain^ a card is na<tied, and the pack spread 
upon the table ; each draws one m succes* 
sioni ai>d he who draws the lot losea and 
feiifes-: this is repeated tiil the last survivor 
femainft with the pool* The pleasure of 
the gaqle cotisi^ts in the Jear which eac^ 
person feels of seeir^ the fatal card turned 

.up by himself, and hence its name. 

Their great poetf speaks of an old age 

• Un espanto is th'e original phrase. Not "knowing 
tlie game, the translator suspect;^ 'he has not hit 
upon the right nafne .— -Tr. 

t Ai^kander Pop^. 
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of cards as the regular and natural destiny 
of his countrywomen^ — what they all come 
to at last. This is one of the effects of 
their general irreligion. When I have 
seen a palsied old woman nodding over 
these Devil's-books^ as the puritans call 
them^ I could not but think how mnch 
better her withered and trembling bands 
would be employed in telling a bead- strings 
than in sorting clubs and spades ; and it 
has given me melancholy thoughts, to 
think that the human being whom I be- 
held there with one foot in the grave, had 
probably never a serious thought upon aify 
other subject. The more rigid dissenters, 
and especially the Quakers, proscribe cards 
altogether ; some of the old church people, 
on the contrary, seem to ascribe a sort of 
sacredness to this method of amusement, 
and think that a Christmas-day cannot be 
duly celebrated without it* But a general 
and unaccountable prejudice prevails against 
the use of them on Sundays. I believe that 
half the people of England think it the very 
essence of sabbath-brealcing. 



' Nothing is taxed more heavily than cards 
and dice^ avowedly for the purpose of dis*- 
oetiraging gambling. Yet the lottery is one 
of the regular Ways and Means of governr> 
'ment ; and as men will gamble, in some 
.shape or other, it should s6em that the wisest 
fthing a Government can do, is to encourage 
that mode oft gambling which is most ad- 
vant^eous.to itself, and least mischievous 
:to the people. If cards . w^ere lightly taxed, 
so as to he sold as cheaply here as they are 
in out country^ the amusen>ent would, as 
with us, descend to tht lowest class of so- 
ciety, and the consumption be increased in 
proportion* The revenue would be no loser, 
^ and jthe people would be benefited^ inas* 
much as some little degree of reflection is 
necessary to most games ; and for those 
who now never think at all, it would be 
.advancing a step in intellect and civiliza- 
.lion, to think at their sports. Besides 
this, cards are favourable ta habits r of do- 
mestication, and the mechanic would not 
so often spend his evenings in the 
chimney comer of the alehouse, if be 

B5 



ii^mld ihdte iM» ammdmait tjr hil «wn 

Afl ifa« iiisighit6fy«atidttare€0tiftt¥C!«l 
Mpon the tfc« )6T dpattei v^idi id ^it 
with the g^f^^ t^heircted %a^ )Mftr6l»^ and 

tttme-iibttv^^ nni hi* iltO!m> litn^aib \ tfbt 
imdtt ftti^ ftfVd bvtr tii*9 And tmufvd all^ ^Ou 
read ^^rjr li^tolrd "^^ siJc^ti^^S^ addiiifMSCI 

llie^V merH9e «q»(5ft tb^ eXPA^ ^ta^y i^^^ 

h4$^^e wtei^ t^atda "t^ffe ^ seldom \xm& 
that a pa^k lasted hMf a ^Qdmry> f ^«r 
an at$<3 idf #{)fad&95 ^bUi \^ tbt ^ttfer 

•ac^^: tb^ lold ttt% k wa$ alw^yd fi^i^ab 
ih fbi-ftyer limtt^^-J^ Jvtttbf thai Vbtti it ^'te 

<>h()ft(^t^ vdbiesit th^si: badg^ >bf bufihi^^ 

UbifSts^distfil^dh^ ^UAdKlle> «^ ^6tDe'^lfc 
t»f ita fMffity^ WidiK^ ¥aahi6iksftl^ ^ibe. 
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Growth of ihe Commercial Interest. — T'a- 
mity Pride almost extinct. — effect of 
heavy Taoaation. -^Titles indiscriminate' 
ly granted.* — Increase of the House of 
Peers. 

i HE GOtn<X)erciiiI system has long been 
dnckpifi'ming 4jbe distkic^km of ranks in 
iBooiety^ ind introdihcing^a wor^edi^tiuctkBtu 
in its «t&ad. Mushrooms are erery day 
(Parting «p iman the dunghill of trade^ 
nobody knows Itow^ and family pride is 
. tfaorefene become b common subject of 
ridicule^ in England; the theatres snake it 
the tshiftxsi of a safe jest^ sure to find ^- 
pkuse Irolki the xmiMtude^ who are "Cver 
dMroiK> «)f depreciating vrhac they A<^ not 
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possess ; and authors, who are to them- 
selves^ as one of their own number says^ 

" A whole Welsh genealogy alone,'* 

continue to attack as a prejudice a feel* 
ingy which, as philosophers, it is now 
time for them to defend. That the new 
gentry of the -country should join in 
this ridicule ought not to be wondered 
at. He who has no paternal oaks 
has reason to prefer the poplars of his 
own planting, and may well like to 
expatiate upon the inconvenience of an 
old family bouse, long galleries, huge 
halls, and windows which none but the 
assessor can count, in his own villa, which 
iS'.built to the pattern of the last tax upon 
light, and where the stucco upon the walls 
is hardly dry. But that the true gentlemen 
of England should so readily yield up thdr 
own precedency to vulgar opinion is in- 
deed extraordinary. Nothing, however, is 
iK>w valued for being old. The windows 
and the whole front of the mansion must 



be modernized | the old avenues (^ elms, 
which two centuries have just brought to 
their full perfection^ are sacrificed to a 
hatred of uniformity; apd the yew hedges^ 
which have beef^ dipt year after year till 
they formed a thick and impenetrable 
•wall^ are levelled and shorn smooth away. 
The fashion of the furniture must be 
changed $ even the old plate must be melt- 
ed down^ and recast in the newest shape; 
and an English Esquire would as soon 
walk abroad in his grandfather's wedding, 
suit, as suffer the family Tree to be seen in * 
bid ball. 

This degeneracy of feeling is confined 
to the English, and has not yet extended 
to the Scotch, or Welsh, or Irish » Th^t 
it is not necessarily and unavoidably pro- 
duced by commerce seems to be proved 
by the instances of Genoa and Venice ; 
but the commercial spirit was never.so uni- 
versal in those states as it is in England, 
where it extends to every thing, and poi- 
sons every tbing^-Uterature, arts, religion. 
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|^^6i1laM»t are alike tafinted^ it i» a hm 
whith h«(8 g6t mto tbe syfitem of the 
countty^ )il|d k rotting flesh aiid bon«« 

lift t}>««ek4tiAl|bi?rarohy9 we ar# told^ 

the f radaiticinS) -though infinite^ are itnpec- 

lieptible f so gradual \% the aficent, a»d so 

beautiful and perfect ')» order in beax'CB* 

Experienoe ^b&ws that soiiiethid^ Uke this 

^'destrabie in civil iOciet^r;. aikadt^ where 

rtfae Hfnks of rank are most ^trongfy znark- 

•vdi there b 'there <tfae wOlrst tyraiiOly ^d the 

moslt abjclbt ilit^ry, as aitioag the casts of 

HiodoaUni ToM^afds this bvil Ibe Eiiglish 

are tending ; the commercial system eiB- v 

^reteches on ibe orie hand upon the afisto- 

cffacy^ and on the dther it treads dowti the 

pdiaidanxa, akid liU)^ landholder^ the yea- 

-snanry as they wetet^allisd^ who inhere onoe 

iiie strength of England^ Half a d&ittuiy 

ago itos country -^as divided ilato small 

janan ; here was a race of men aboVe thfe 

,UDf0«n^s> though Jtthourera thems^vea; 

•imt ^nqpecioT to their hinds in mtDiieiv or 

QdootiiQiij a^ \sm3X% 4^ abe am» table 



tfilh tlHoii) but sttH ill tttdetieildenee^ >and 
\f ith ttiit feeling of idlle^defiee wiikh 
was tlie piidv 6f tbt cbimlry^ snd wtitoh 
)tt8 mads tbe tiotmtrjr what it law Tiiat^ 
ftittd ha^^^ distiFipealMl mtoe ngrkvitui^ 
has beeom a ti^iiii^ apeonliikm i fidd 
has been joined to field; a nita^yml imatr 
^Mie»3 like AalrdO'd rod^ £lnd stndkuvts up 
fitl ^ittfift )ii« teatdk* Agthnhtm n 'cei^ 
^tftiafy m'^tev^Hy itAf]irov«d:; whcUker iImi 
MiVk^m b^ bmer trxft)^ibd or not is dh^it^ ' 
ed-j tb^^ is ItM toMpetitioh^ andthe rioh 
e^Afimdr ^m. withhold pfodaca ^trhidi fail 

pm^t pT^^ct^sbt vb\x^ ha^e hftnj^ to 
Mbv Iki ^his ipotkit 'p0tba]>6 ch^ advantkgl!! 
feihd idfeadtfttifagiefi mtff foa ^ual. Bm lisa 
«V41 i9> t^at ihett is ^e f radatiM tte Jel» 
in^^^i^^ ibM tk^ ^etcAid Miciti ifl «ht 
kddeir k uk^^fi iwaf 1. And ih» ^1 ia Mt 
ahd iidcMwtedgied 2 tte tabe ^ ddmeMie 

%fae^ mtte TaYlbm > ib«^ ^im diso^% 
iahd ft^ttgioUMy M^lrt^^ffed^ Whd h^^mt tlM^^ 
Mrefb'bf YespiectAbte f&t«lftag^> th^ ^^ 
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sessed a sort of family pride which made 
them respectable themselves. Bat the la- 
bouring and manufacturing poor have no 
leisure to breed up their children religious- 
lyi and no means to do it decently, and a 
very general depravity of the servants is 
complained pf . 

The gentry of small fortune have also 
disappeared. The colonial war bore hard 
upon them, but the last has crushed them. 
Inheriting what to their forefathers had 
been an ample subsistence, they have 
found themselves step by step curtailed 
of the luxuries and at last of the comforts 
of life, without a possibility of helping 
themselves* For those who were arrived 
at inanhood it was too late Xo enter, into 
any profession ; and to embark what they 
possessed tn trade was hazarding all^ and 
putting themselves at the mercy of a part- 
ner. Meantime year after year the price 
of every article of necessary consumption 
has increased with accelerating rapidity : 
education has become more costly, and at 
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. the same time more indispensable; and 
taxation year after year falls heavier^ while 
the means of payment become less. In 
vain does he whose iatber has lived in opu' 
lence, and whom the villagers with heredita- 
ry respect still address hat in hand^ or bow 
to as they pass,— in vain does he put down 
the carriage, dbmiss the footman^ and 
block up windows even in the house front* 
There is no escape. Wine disappears 
from his side*board ; there is no longer a 
table ready for his friend ; the priest is no 
longer invited after servicie ;— all will not 
do : his boys must out to sea, or seek their 
fortune in trade ; his girls sink lower, and 
become dependents on the rich^ or main- 
tain themselves by the needle, while he 
mortgages the Ian J, for immediate subsist- 
ence, deeper and deeper as the burthen of 
the tidies presses heavier and heavier ;— 
and happy is he if it lasts long enough to 
keep him from absolute want before he 
sinks into the grave. 

While one part of the community is 
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Ibfii (kfiretsed by tbe cffecU of war^ and 
the cmnnierckil ^y%ttm, and the dti»i«- 
ftished irtalae of moneys tfaey who are in 
Ute hicky seaic rise as other» sink ; abd 
sRel^hailU and Imi^iii and OMiilracloiii 
mak^ tbeir way by wealth tvan into the 
fanh«of nobility^ Jamea I., whom we 
^cmipclUd to cinoff ihe^ad of the IU<- 
l6|b> being perpetually at hk shifta ttx 
fttpply the eatf Jvagamre of baa infaniottd 
fstvounteg^ invented the tale of bdixMaeli 
«nd oS«fed fifty of these titka for sale ftt a 
Ib^ii^Md pounds eaeh,«^n those days^ a 
vi^i^bty sam*^ Thia title has never indeed 
aittc^ been pobiiely puc up to sak^ yet it 
is Mill to be pttrcbased ; and as one of the 
expediftnta duritig the American wdr^ it ia 
kuawn that the then BUaater> baving no 
readier means of rewarding one of hia 
adherentsi gave him the blank {>atent of 
^ baronetcy^ to make the most of^ and fill 
tip with what name he pleased. It is true 
that the title^cnfers no power^ tbe holder 
«tiU continuing a commoner; but whea 



hMomty dtfl(tiiMtfoiii ^te %\m% ^pos«ed of> 
ttiey wage to \» h^noixtM^k Kt^gbtbood 
H hem bestKhvod ktdfstrimiiiaiely upon iht 
grelCMI ind the liietticit ^ccaBioos : it wat 
c4ntferr«d upon Sir Sidney ftnuti, who 
stftpi tto progrenf of •ontptite in &yrt* 
atM}dfov#Mnlffovii Actd; and it is lavish* 
ed-npoti iv%ry prairitictftt M(^f«b«at wbd 
tHiAies up wtth ttn addi6tfi from Ui naitin 
cifp' f b th« kfaijg upOA liny 6tibj€tt of pub*- 
\i4 eMgfMutatioff. Tkt$ tiile^ whkh ton*- 
Mm in afflxlftg Sir to the p^iMsf tmme ($, 
i^rd «i(utv«tent ii) its einnmott Aoeep*- 

¥Atidll tt^ SeHOt), 4itRfr^ from thi6b«irM6tt^ 
ih iiot bdftg heiiedifAry 3 bui^ si I hwft 
b^ft said) wbo«v«r ^ooiei to piy tht 

pfiQe viay Ifntltl it ttptm his tdbildfen^ 

tht it\A\s(sAmixMLtt adtinistioti to nthi^ 
lity ik a pnM:li<i« Which {ircidkKiirs tbl^ same 
^tnifchtet^Uft ttkfX tipon pubiie opinion^ 
Thty muH be «hbn^»rghted poliii^iahs wh« 
dd fVM s^e thit^ 'if they vraM ha\^ tio^ 
bitity r«ii)Sr«(it6d^ they should reserve it a^ 
tbe rewsird ^f gitat and vigtial servicef; 
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that it is monstrous to give the same ho- 
nours and privileges to a roan because he 
has the command of three or four bo- 
roughs, as to Nelson fur the battle of 
the Nile. This however is not all the evil $ 
the political system of the country is al- 
tered by it, and the power of the old no- 
bles gradually transferred to a set of new 
men, to an aristocracy of wealth. The 
Lords in England form the second power 
in the state, and no law can be enacted tiU 
it has received thei» approbation. About 
a century ago the party in opposition to the 
crown was known to be the strongest in 
the house of l6rds,and the queen, know- 
ing that her measures would else be out- 
voted, created twelve new peers^ who 
turned the scale. This open and undis- 
guised exertion of the prerogative, to the 
actual subversion of the constitution as it 
ithen stood, provoked nothing more than a 
sarcasm. When the first of these new 
peers gave his vote upon the question, one 
•f the old nobles addressed himself to tlie 
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rtst, and said^ ^^ I suppose^ gentlemen^ 
you all vote, by your foreman^'' alluding 
lo their number^ which was* the same as 
that oiF a common jury. This practice of 
granting peerages has been more frequent 
during the pr^ent reign than at any for- 
mer period^ not less than three-fifths, of 
the house of lords having been created^ 
and the number is every year increased* 
But to the old aristocracy of the country 
every new creation is a diminution of their 
power and weight in the political scale. 
This evil will eventually occasion its own 
remedy ; the lords will become at last too 
numerous for one assembly^ and sooner 
or later some mode of election for seats 
must be resorted to for the younger peers^ 
as is now the Case in Scotland. 

Agar prayed to the Almighty to give 
him neither poverty nor .riches^ and the 
wisest of mankind I'ecorded his prayer for 
its wisdom. That which is wisdom for an 
individual must be wisdom for a nation^ 
for wisdom and morality are not variable. 
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Thefe are toe imicih riches and too i^ucii 
poverty in En^aiid ; an4 were thene kss 
of 4be one tbere would <>e less of tht 
other. Ttxtfeion c^igbthe^o diKolcd as 
to bpeak i&wn iiie gveat propertj^s^ aii4 
eemit^ract the. law of prtrnqgeoiti^.— * 
Without that law no eeuntry eafi ^eQierge 
^KMa barbanso)^ (unless^ as in Beru, no 
light of in^ividiia] properly h%^ aehnow* 
ledged^>) and, in 9ma^ estales^ it ^tm^ 
adv4fiable that it Aoidd always hold good j 
b«it when a nation has attained to thsvt stat^ 
of knprovement Vbicfh 'Engluid has, the 
operaUon of the law is sHsdhievoUs.. 80^ 
ciety has outgrown it. But thus it is that^ 
foiainvng iffustfeutions after their «Kility has 
tfeastid, 9Mtn is o#ippled on his «areh, hf 
fettering^ like 4be Chkiese women, tbo 
feet of mat^ty with tke «hO€S of ^ild- 
hood. 
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Despard's Cempiracy.'-^ Conduct of the 
PpptUace on thai Oopaskm.-^War. — The 
Question examined whether England is 
in Danger of a Reifolution. — Ireland. 

A MO0T eKtraordbary ooBSfHraef to kill 
tbe king and to overtiirow the gwrctfiment 
has been detected. A certain Cpl^fiel 
De«pard «id a few sokUers wevethe only 
pertone •eoaoerned. ^ This aicMi liad for 
inaay yeanL been the objecit of •uspiciofi> 
and had ait difS^rent tknes been confined 
as- a daagevous pemon. WhelAier hia- 
designs were always treasonable^ or whe* 
thex !ie was goaded on by a frantic desice 
of revejijge for wh^t h^ had suffered, cer» 
uio k is that he (rorrxiptfid &omt of |]m 
king's guflids to £fle at hi«i ia his earmge^ 
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from a cannon which ahsrays stands by iIk 
palace. Tf it missed^ the others were to 
be ready to dispatch him with their 
iswords. The scheme had spread no furth- 
er than this handful of associates ; and 
they trusted to the general confusion 
which it would occasion, ^and to the tem- 
per of the mob. These facts have been 
proved by the testimony of sopne of the 
parties concerned. Despard on his trial 
steadily denied them^ and laid a not un- 
reasonable stress upon the . absurdity of 
the scheme. The jury who- pronounced 
him guilty unaccountably recommended 
him to mercy ; he^ however, and some of 
his accomplices have suffered death. The 
rest, it is supposed, will be pardoned*. 
With such lenity are things conducted in 
England. No arrests have followed^ no 

* One of these men has just been transported 
(Dec. 1806), having remained in the Tow^r since 
his conviiction, upon the allowance of a state pri* 
Boner. His rapenses it is to be hoped are charged 
So the nation among the £rtraordifMrtei.-^T&. 
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aTarm has been excited; the people are 
perfectly satisfied of bis guilt, and only say 
What a blessing that it did not happen 
under Pitt i — ^Never had a nation a more 
perfect confidence in the; rectitude of their 
minister. 

The execution was after the ordinary 
manner, with this difference only, that the 
criminal after he was dead was beheaded, 
and the head held up with this proclama* 
tion. '^ This is the head of a traitor/' . He 
adtlressed the people from the scaffold, 
folemnly protested that he was innocent, 
lind that he died a martyr to the zeal with • 
which he had ever been the- friend of their 
liberties. If rev^ge were the rooted pas* 
sion of his soul, never was that passion 
more strongly exemplified than by this 
cahn ileclaration of a dying man^ which 
was so well calculated to do mischief,*^ 
and.had it been under Mr. Pitt's adminir 
stration^ a greaf part of the nation would 
have believed him. What is most extra- 
ovdinary is, that the mob api^uded hua 

VOL. III. F 



while he spoke^ took off their hats as if in 
respeict when he snfieredy and hissed the 
executioner wjien he held up his bloody 
bead. They burnt one of the witnesses 
ih effigy ,-*-*and attended the body to the 
grave^ as if they had been giving hiiB the 
honours of a public funeral. 

Tlie English are going to war. To the 
Qtter astonishment of every body the king 
has informed parliament^ thatformldabIea^* 
naments are fitting out in the French ports, 
and that it is necessary to prepare s^inst 
them. These is not a syllable of truth in 
Ibisj find every body knows it ; but every 
thing in this coutitry is 4otie by a* fietion } 
the lawyers have as ooniplete a my t^yogy 
of their otvn as the oM poets> and every 
trial has as regular a machmery as the 
IHad. That war will be the result is not 
tKHibtedj because it is well known thift 
the mifiistry «re disposed to be at peace. 
They b«?e giveti a decisive proof ^if this 
t»y prapecmiiig M. P^ikr iw a libd upon 
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the first consul ; it is therefore reasonably 
supposed, that after a measure so repugnant 
l» this to English feelings, and to English 
notions of the freedom of the press, bars 
been adopted to gratify the first consul, 
nothing but necessity could induce them 
to abandon their pacific system. 

This sudden turn of political affairs has 
greatly raised the reputation of lord Gren^ 
ville aiid his party. It now appears that 
he prophesied as truly of the peace as Mi** 
Fox did of tlie war* The curse of Cassah-? 
dra lay upon both; arid it seems as if the 
English, like the Jews of old, always were 
to have prophets, and never to believe 
•thetn. The peace, however, short as iis 
* duration has been^ has been highly bene- 
ficid. The English are aor longer a divl- 
*iJed people. They are ready and almost 
eager for the tommencement of hostilities) 
because they are persuaded that war \s 
unavoidable* The tremendous power of 
Prance seems rather to provoke than alarm 
them? volnnt^rs are arming every where j 
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.and though every man shakes his head 

when he bears the taxes talked of^ it is 

.evident that they are ready to part with 

half they have> if the national exigencies 

call far it. 

Still the circumstances which occurred 
upon Despard's execution may give the 
.English govcrnnjent matter for serious 
reflection. There is no longer a party in 
the country who are desirous of a revolu- 
tion, and as eager as they were able to dis- 
seminate the perilous principles of Jaca- 
.,binism« Bonaparte has extinguished that 
.spirit ; he has destroyed all their partiality 
,for the French government^ and Mr. Ad- 
.dington has conciliated them to their own. 
Never was there a time when the English 
were so decidedly Anti-Gallican^ those 
very persons being the roost so who for- 
merly regarded France with the warmest 
hopes. Whence then can have arisen 
this disposition in the populace^ unless it 
be from the weight of taxation which af- 
fects them in the price of every article of 
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life,— from a growing suspici6u that their- 
interest' and the interest of their rulers* 
are not the same, and a disposition to tr/ 
any cBange for the chance there is that* 
It may be for the better ^ .*: 

Two causes^ and only two, will rouse a^- 
peasantry to rebellion ; intolerable oppres- 
sion*, or religious *zeal either for the righr 
feith or the wrong v no other motive is' 
powerful enouglu A manufacturing poor^ 
is more easily instigated to revolt. They 
have no local attachments •$ the persons tor 
whom they look up for support they regarcl 
more with envy than respect^ as men who* ' 
grow f4ch* by their- labour; tteey knov^ 
enough of what is passing in the political 
world to think themselves politicians ; 
they feel the whole burthen of taxation, 
which is not the case with the peasant^ 
because he raises a great part of his own 
food: they are aware of their own num- 
bers, and the moral ftselings which in the 
peasant are only blunted, are in these 
men debauched. A manufacturing popu* 



lace is always ripe for rioting,-*-4he direc-. 
lion ivbich thU fury may take it^ accidefi**^ 
tal; in 1780 it was against the Catholic^^- 
in 1790 against the Dissenters,. Govern- 
ments who found their |m>speri(y upua 
inauufactures sleep upon gunpowder* 

Do 1 then thinly that England is kv 
danger of revolution } IfMhe manufactur•^ 
log system continues to be extended^ bi^ 
creasing as it necessarily does increa0<e tbe 
juimherj tbe misery^ and the depravity of 
the poor, I believe tbat revotuUoa inevi* 
labiy inust cornc^ and in its most fcajrfujL 
shape* Bui there are causes which debiy 
tbe evil, and some which may by w easy 
]^s»ibility avert \i, if governm^nl; ahotild 
aid them. 

The spread of Methodism in its yariona 
shapes lendM immediately to malce itscon'*' 
verts quiet and orderly. SiibjectSj though 
its uhi mate consequences cannot be doubt- 
ed. The army may as yet hq flepeiuled 
upon^ the volunteers are fully equal to any 
service which may be required of themt 
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and the Euglvdi people, by which deno"- 
niination I mean, as distinguififaing them 
from the populace, that middle class frooi 
whom an estimate of the national cbarac*^ 
ter i» to be formed, have that wonderful 
activity and couFage, that unless the su- 
periority of numbers against ibem were 
more than tenfold, they would put out an 
i0&unectioQ> as they put out a fire* They 
are a wohderful pepple* There is no oc-« 
easioa to cry out jdqui del Rey ! {Here for 
ibe img!) in England. Should one man 
draw bis kmfe upem another in the streets^ 
Ibe passerarby do noi shrug up their sbaul* 
d«« and say, ^' It is their business," and 
pass on^, letting murder be commuted an4 
the mtorderer escape^ Every majo in En-* 
^and feels that it is Ms businessbotb to 
pvevent a crime, and to deliver up a cri* 
minal to justice* 

The peopte then are the security of £n* 
gland against the populace ; but the ten* 
dc^ncy of the present system is to lessen the 
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middle class and to increase the lower 
-ones ; and there is also some danger thai 
the people may become dissatisfied with 
their rulers. There is no oeconomy in the 
administration of public aflairs ; prodigal 
governments must be needy, and needy 
ones must be oppressive. The sum paid 
in taxation is beyond what any other peo- 
ple ever paid to the state ; the expenditure 
of the state is almost incredible — ^for the 
last years of the war it exceeded a millioil 
of English money per week. The pecula- 
tion is in proportion to the expenditure; 
They are now inquiring into these abuses ^ 
many have been pointed out in the depart^ 
ment of the admiralty, and no person en- 
tertains a doubt but that they exist in every 
other department in an equal degree. II 
is almost as dangerous to touch these 
abuses as to let them continue ; — ^but the 
alarm has been given, and upon this 
ground any member of parliament, how- 
ever little his influence and however de- 
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spised bis talents^ would^ evea If he stood 
alone^ prove afar more formidable oppoaeiU 
to any ministry^ than ever Fox has been 
with all the great families of the country, 
and all his own mighty powers. Any 
member who should .boldly and pertina- 
ciously cry out that the public money was 
peculaeed^ bring forward his proofs, and 
p^rseveringly insist upon investigatioa. 
would not long, be* without st^ppprters^- 
The people would take up the cause : they 
ean bear to have their money squandered, 
and can even be made to take a pride in 
the magnitude of theiexpeaditure>aft some- 
thing magnificent, but they would not 
bear to have it pilfered ^•'-^and should. they- 
be convinced that it is pilfered^ which 
th^se examinations if they be carried on 
must^ needs convince them of-**sbould^ 
they be provoked So far as- to insist upon 
having all the ways and. windings of cor-> 
niption laid open^ and- all the accounts 
well^examined before the bills are paid^ I- 
know not what lure, would b^ MUmig> 
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enocigh to draw them firom tke sccaty and 
their goireiaors would have reason to ap« 
prebend the file of Actasoo* 

The catitrs which may pmveat Fevoio'* 

lion chiefly krise from Frcmbe* Fraiioe es« 

pects to ruin England by iu finaocts, for* 

getfirl with what result that recipe for 

ruining an enemy has lately been tried by 

England upon herself. The Freneh do 

>M>t know this wonderftil people. Jt vaa 

supposed that the existence of the English 

govcrnnsent depended upon, the bank^ and 

that the bank would be nisocd by attinra* 

siou; ibe thing was tried; men ware 

]«)ded in Wales^ away ran the Londoncts^ 

to the bank to exchange their hiUa br 

cashy and the stock of cask was preaently 

exhausted* What was the eonseqoeDce 2 

Why, when the Londoners iouod there 

was no cash to be had, they began to 

couMder whether they could not do witb« 

out it, mutoally agreed to be tonlented 

with papefT-and with paper they hayeJbeesir 

contented ever since* The bai^ is infi*- 



iiitely obliged to France for the ^periooeot^ 
and no peraons ssuffeir by it txQepi the poor 
fl^ilort^ who, when ihej neceive tbetr pay» 
put these hitls in their tohfteeo-boxes and 
•poll them with a wet quid« 
• it ia certaun that the Engli^b government 
must adopt a strict tysfeem of economy ^. 
riicreby dfectuaily prerenti^ revolution by 
ycform^ or that sooner or later a nattooal 
bankruptcy must enaiie*-and totbii Fraokce^ 
hof&i to dim tbem. Bat what woul^ be 
the tSket oS oationri baakriiipley ^—no^a 
levointion^ TbeEngHsii have no fiia of 
inaanityi if tfiey saw the tn\ tabe in^ 
evitable, they would immediately begin to> 
calcitlate and to compMnd^ and 8«e how 
k might he broi^t about with the Ie%9t 
mieelikf.. .Thouaaoda wouJd be vuiaed;. 
btti they who would be benefited by the 
mliictioii of Ae tasesf would be tens of 
thouaanda ; ao that the majbrity would be 
latiaficd at the time, and government be«> 
gin Hi accouota afresh^ strong epough to* 
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take credit^ if the people were notdisposed 
to give it. t'oT this fact is apparent from 
all history,— that the tendency of all politi- 
cal changes is ultimately to strengthen the 
executive power. Forms may be altered— 
they who play for authority may win and 
lose as rapidly as other gamesters, and 
perhaps at more desperate stakes, but the 
uniform result is, that the gOTemment be- 
comes stronger. The National Conven- 
tion carried decrees into effect which Louis 
XIV. would not have dared to attempt— 
and Bonaparte has all the strength of that 
convention rendered permanent by military 
power. Whatever be the external form, 
the effect is the same; the people submit 
implicitly to the directions of a single 
nian, till he has riveted the yoke upon 
their necks ; or cheerfully obey the more 
rigid tyranny of laWs, because they con- 
ceive them to be of their own ^making. — 
A government therefore with die forms of 
freedom, which could persuade the fpeo^de 
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that it bad no other object than their good^ 
woold be the strongest in the world* The 
Spartans called themselves free, and boast* 
ed of their obedience to institutions which 
changed the very nature of man. 

In the language of modem politics a mi- 
nistry has been considered as synonymous 
with government^ and government as sy- 
nonymous with nation. England made 
this error . with regard* to France^ and / 
France is now making it with regard to' 
England. Admit that the pressure of tax- 
ation should occasion a national bank-* 
ruptcy, and that this in its consequence 
should bring about a revolution-— England 
would be misierable at home ; but would 
she be less formidable abro^ ? She would 
not have a ship nor a sailor the less; and if 
any circumstances were to awaken a mili- 
tary spirit in 'the landxif the Plantagenets^ 
France, mighty.asr^sbe is, might tremble 
for her conquests; I do not believe that 
the JaH of the funds would produce any 
violent change in the government; and 
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u^bether U dtd or Dot» die enemies of Eb^ 
gland would do well to remember^ that it 
would finally atrengtberi tbe nation^ 

Bonaparte^ wketbe'r at war or at peace, 
tvili endeaTonr to min the commerce of 
England* As fior wbal he can do by war, 
tbe Engltab lai^h at him« Tbe old saying 
of tbe cat and tbe adulterer holds equallf 
tmeof the smuggler ) and a large portton 
of the wofid is. out of reach of his armtea, 
but not OiU of reach of their merchant* 
abips^ He will take tbe surer method of 
•stabbshiDg mamtfaetOFies at home ^-«the]r 
smile at tbts too, Manufaotoiies are not 
%o be created by ecKcts^ and if they were> 
if he could succeed in this, be would oo 
precisely the best possible thing whtcb 
could be done for England in the best pes*?* 
sible way :— first eh^cl^ and then destroy • 
system^ wlneb there 'is now nothing to* 
ebeck) which cannot be suddenly destroys. 
ed without great evil^ and which, if it con-* 
tinues to increase^. wUl more effectually 
tend to ruin England .tbaa ell the mif^f . 

4 
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and til the.nMchmattons oF its eikemieiftf 
were they* ten timr s more fovmidable than 
Ihey are. 

That syafem certainly tbreateos Ibe in- 
ternal traa<)inUtty> and uodemunea the; 
atrength of the conntry* II QQmmuisicatjea 
jnst knowledge enough to ibe populace to- 
make them dangerou^^ and it poisona 
tfadr morals. The temper of what 4a called 
the moby that i8> of this elasa of people^^ 
has been xnanife^tM at the death of De* 
flpard> and there is no reason to suppose 
that it is not the saone in all other gr^t 
towns as in London. It will be well for 
England when her cities shall decrease, 
and her villages multiply and grow ; whea 
there shall he (iewer streets and more cot- 
tages. The tendency of the present sy« 
stem is to convert the peasantry into poor; 
her poKey should be to reverse this^ and to 
convert the poor, into peasantry, to in* 
crease ihen^, and to enlighten them ^ fos 
their numbers are the strengthj and thair 
knowledge is the security oi states* 
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smelling savour ascending to the throne, of 
God, were an obscene stink which offend- 
ed his nostrils. 

There is little remarkable in the civil, or, 
as his disciples would call it, the human 
and terrestrial part of Emanuel Sweden* 
borg's history. He was born in 1689, at 
Stockbolmi and was son of the bishop of 
Ostrogpthia. Charles XI L favoured htm | 
Queen Ulrica ennobled him, dignifying 
his name by elongation, as if in the par 
triarchal fashion, from Swedberg to Swe«^ 
denborg> It is certain that he was a man 
of science, having been assessor of the 
Metallic College, and havine published a 
Regnum Minerale in three volumes folio j 
but be abandoned the mineral kingdom for 
a spiritual world of his own^ the most ex- 
traordinary that ever a cra^y imaginatioi^ 
created *• 

* The author seems to hnve looked for no othc? 
•ccount of Swedcnborg dian vs hat his ignorant be- 
lievers could Itirnish. At tlie age of twenty he pub- 
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His celestial bkitory is "more out of the 
common. I am copying from the books 
of his belicvcra when I tell you — that his 
iatcriors were opened by the Lord ; that he 
cooversed with the dead> and with the Yerjr 
worst devils without danger; that heapoke 
the angelic langusige^ and respired the an* 

lifthfid H collection of Latin poems ander the title 
of Ludui Heliconius, sive Carmina MUceUanea gtui 
tariis in tocit cecinit^ &c. Charles XIT. valued hiai 
for lii& scientific knowledge, and profited hj it. H% 
took him with bim to the siege of FrederickskalJ ; 
the roads were impassable for artillery, and Swe« 
denberg made a canaU eutting thiougk mouDtains 
an4 raising valleys, by which his battering pieces 
were conveyed. lie was a great favourite with 
CharlcSy and deservedly so ; for it is said that no 
person, except Liunsus, ever did so much in so 
short a time. h\ all the North of Europe he was 
lield in the highest estimation, till, in the year 1743 » 
he abandoned science to print his waking dreao^ 
and become the founder of a new church. 

Swcdenborg died at London in 1772, and after 
lying in state was buried at the Swedish church 
near Radclille Highway .-^XiU 
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gete'^atihosphepe ; that for twenty-six years 
he was in the spirit, and at the same thne 
in.thte body; that he could let his spirit 
into the body or out of the body at plea- 
•urcf that he had been in all the planets^ 
and ifl all the heavens, and had even de- 
scended into hell ; that the twelve apostle* 
used to visit him; that a conspiracy of 
spirits was formed against him ; ahd'that 
be was seized with a deadly disease in con-^ 
sequence of a pestilential smoke which is- 
sued from Sodom and Egypt in the spiri-r 
tual world. 

Enough of this. Let me try if it be 
possible to malce hfs mythology intelli- 
gible^ and to draw out a map of his extra-* 
mundane discoveries. 

Omnia qnce in ceslisy sunt in terris^ ter* 
testri modo; omnin qrxce in terris, sunt in 
ccelis^ coeUsti modb. All things which 
are in heaven are upon earth, after an 
eai^thly manner ; all things which are upoQ 
earth are in heaven^ after a heavenly maa« 
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ner *. So says Tmmegiatos, aiid ^ wha ' 
will disp,ute the authority of the thrice^ 
greatest Hermes ?-r-Tbe Scriptures there-* 
fore cannot be understood, wi^outihe 
science of correspon4ences ^ a knowledge 
which the patriarchs possessed intuitively 
in the golden ^e^ which was, preserved 
only scientifically in the. silver, age^becaiaid 
merely speculative in the copper agey and 
in our iron generation has been wholly lost. 
The Egyptian hieroglyphics are to be ex-** 
|)lained by this key^ which opens also all 
the mysteries of the ritual law« Job was 
.the last writer., who possessed it^ till it was 
jrevealed to ihe Swedish teacher. 

There is nothing new in this^ you tell 
me ; it is the old notion of a double mean* 
ingj . the external and the internal^ the li- 
teral and the allegoripal^ the letter and the 
spirit. Not so> my good Father 1 ^' Cior?* 

♦ What if Earth 
' Be but the shadow of Heaven^ and things therein 
' Each to other like^more than on Earth is thought? 

MlLTOV.— Tr. 
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letpondenoe is tiic appear^ce of the m* 
temal in the ektcn^al, and its representa* 
tion therein ; tiieve i^ a trorrenpondence be* 
tmtttk «il ibiiifs kl betfven aad all Ihkigt 
ta maa ^ wilhout ooFVCspondence vrith tbt 
•ptritwal worid nothing whatever conld exist 
or subsist.*' You are ^mwtiig tmpattentj 
m^ HMist ptt you II fipecinien of comimm 
language mlterpreted by l^is sctence. Tw6 
Ji^s stiH»dl for the will of God | by a small 
piece of the ear we are to imdersiand the 
mil of tmkk ; tbe son of a she-ass denotes 
ntionkl truth 1 and an ass^ without any 
mentionof ^isfyedigree, signifies tbe scien^ 
tific princip}^-i«ceitain)y notll-choseBefii* 
^likm of ^laeh - principle «nd such science 
«sthilr TbiS'Utitatk'nonsense^ youaayl 
My goQd father Antonio | '^ No <Ksui}Ot 
idea canbeliadof oonw^ndetace wUboui 
^ fMt vioiis Icno wkidge oonceming heaven as 
the Great Man^^' or Maximus Homo, as we 
must call blm^ in tbe Master's own words. 
In sober serious explanation^ .Sweden* 
,borg seems to have thought upon one text 



and direamt tip<m h, t'rtl he mistook bis 
drauRS and hb ^deliricriii for^ revehl4aii« 
^ Let us make inanmotir image, tfftcft 
<mf iifcetiess.*-^e God created man in hik 
«wti image, in the image of God tnreatcd 
he htm/' Hi« system is a wild <:amment 
tipon this ^ssage, as monstrous as any of 
the Habbtmeal reveries. Accordingly be 
hys it down as an axiom, tbtit the whoiifc 
of divine order was imaged in man at the 
creation, insomuch thiA he A;ra8 divine 
orrder itself in a human form, and so 
Heaven in Epitome. Upon ifbis he has 
biiitt tip a creed of the strangest antliT^ 
pomoi^lilsm, teachltifg that the divinity of 
the deity tonstittites heaveti, and that 
lieavenitsdff is in a human' 'form. Deity 
lanfiiieaven thusidentifi^d being the Maao 
%h^tJo7no; l!be<5rattd tirBivtne Man. 

It has been one oF fhe' many fancies of 
^ypothetrcal^hilosopfhers, that t^I bodies 
tire aggrtejgaftes xt living atoms. Aduftt 
iMs notion^ and it TXpfams ail the myste* 
ti6u« typerfik>lis irf Ifite iwrifli perfect feet- 
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lity ; the little inbabitaats of the gecrjBtory 
organs take^ach what they like best^ and 
Ibus maauSaictuxe all tb€^ animal m^t^rials. 
This is analogous to the celestial system 
of Swedenborg, but with this difiirrence^ 
that each constituent part and particle 
of his MaoHnnus Homo resembles the-^hoje 
in form> every society in this, body « corpo- 
rate^ and every individual of e^h , society 
being in the bumaa s^a{)e divide. 

Heaven is to be considered under the 
threefold, distinction of general^ special 
.«nd particc^ar-^for S wi^nbojrg Ijiad learnt 
io dassify in his earthly studies. Qene- 
Tally it is divided into, two kpgdj^ms^ celes* 
4ial and spiritual ; but I am sorry to add 
4ihat, though I have.studied die anatomy 
^f the Grand Man with spme attentipn^ I 
cannot <liscover where or how tb^s^ regions 
are separated. The specific .diyisioxji into 
ihree heavens is more mtielligible ^ the^rst 
is in the extremities, the second or middle 
in the trunky the third and hig^t in the 
Jkad* . The p^urUcuUr division is into, the 
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societies of angels^ who form the <;onsti- 
tuent monads of this divine aggregate. 

Every part, however, of the Maxtmus 
Homo is not Heaven ; at least the inhabi- 
tants of every part are neither possessed of 
celestial goodness, nor in that state of ce- 
lestial enjoyment which seems essential to 
our ideas of paradise. For instance^ the 
parishioners of the kidneys, the ureters, 
and the bladder, consist of such persons as 
in their mortal state took a cruel delight in 
bringing others to justice 5 these people 
speak with a harsh chattering voice, like 
magpies whose tongues have been sliu 
They who have despised virtue and religion 
are in the gall-bladdbr, a bitter destination 
no doubt ! They also who dwell about the 
sphincter vesiccBy amuse themselves by tor- 
menting the evil spirits. Whether they 
are purged of this malignant disposition by 
the secretions and excretions which are 
going on in their vicinity, this new Ema- 
nuel sayeth not. A purgatory indeed ther^ 
is^ and a truly curious one ! They who ar£ 

vol*. Ill Q 



Still unclean in thoughts and aifections are 
statiQoed in the colon ; not as component 
parts of the Grand Man— of that honoui* 
they are not yet worthy ; th^y are there as 
hip aliment, to be copcocted apd dige^ted^ 
and after the gross faeces have been cast 
QUt^ filtered through laoteals and arteries 
into chyle and blood, till they are taken np 
into the systepfi and embodied. They who 
are defiled with earthly dregs are in the 
small-guts ; the most impure of all in the 
neck of the bladder and in the rectum, 
both which have belovv them a, most dread*- 
ful and filthy hell, ready to receive their 
contents, 

E recolher o mais sobejo e impuro 

Da immundicia de tocla a obra lanyada*. 

This Oupocvog, or Maximus Homo, seems 
to be the body of Deity; and the Divine 
Life or Spirit, like the gifted spirit of 

* And to rcorive the superfluous and impure ud- 
cleannesses which are cast out from the whole 
work.— Tr. 
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Swedenborg himself^ can be in or oat, se* 
parate from^ or identified with it^ at plea* 
sure. Accordingly, though the angels are 
in him, and actually are he, yet they visr- 
biy behold him, as the sun of their world. 
Now the Lord in person being the sun, 
the light and heat which proceed from 
him must necessarily partake of divinity ; 
accordingly light in Heaven is divine truth, 
and heat is divine love : a thin and trans- 
parent vapour, which surrounds the angels 
like an atmosphere, enables them to sus- 
tain this influx of Deity. An atmosphere 
of "this kind, which is called the Sphere of 
Life, exhales from every man, spirit and 
angel ; it is the emanation of the vital af- 
fections and thoiis:hts. In Heaven, of 
course, it is volatile essence of love, and 
each angel is sensibly aflccted when he gets 
within the sphere of another. Wc on 
earth feel the same influence, though un- 
ci^nscious of the cause, for this hypothesis 
physically accounts for the syn>pathics of 
dislike and of afleclion. — ^The Deity isalsa 

G 2 
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the celestial moon^ and this sun and 
moon are seen at the same time^ one be* 
fore the right eye, and the other before the 
Jeft^ Let an angel turn his face which 
way he will, this sun is always before him, 
and he always fronts the east ; yet at the 
same time he can see the other quarters by 
an inward kind of vision, like that of 
thought. A precious olla podrida this of 
allegorical riddles and downright non- 
sense ! , 

The oeconomy of the angels is more ra- 
tionally Imagined, and is better suited ta 
our worldly habits, or suited to better 
worldly habits than Elysium, or Valhalla, 
or the Sorgoji, the Paradise of Moham- 
med, or the ever-blessed state of Nireupan 
to which the Yogue approximates when he 
has looked at nothing for seven years but 
the tip of his own nose. You are not lo 
conceive of angels as of disembobied spi- 
rits ; they are material beings, though of a 
finer matter. They wear garments white, 
ar flame- coloured, or shining, with which 
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tbey are supplied by the Deity ; only the 
angels of the third Heaven,, being in the 
state of innocence made perfect^ are naked. 
They dwell in houses^ which are arranged 
in streets and squares^ like our cities on 
earth ; but every thing there is on a nobler 
scale, and of more magnificence. Swe- 
denborg frequently walked through these 
cities, and visited the inhabitants ; he saw 
palaces there, the roofs of which glittered 
as if with pure gold, and the floors as'if- 
with precious stones : the gardens are on 
the south side, where trees with leaves like 
silver produce fruits resembling gold, and 
the flowers are so arranged as by their co- 
lours to represent rainbows. — ^There is no 
space in Heaven, or, more accurately 
speaking, no such thing as distance : 
where angels wish to be, there they are ; 
locomotion is accomplished by the mere 
act of volition y and, what is better still, 
if one angel earnestly desires the company 
of another, the wish attracts him, and he 
immediately appears.. 
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There is a room in ihe southern quarter 
of the spiritual world the walls, of which 
shine like gold ; and in this room is a ta- 
ble, and on this table lies the Bible, set 
with jewels. Whenever this book is open- 
ed a light of inexpressible brilliancy flowd 
from it, and the jewels send forth rayd 
which arch it over with a rainbow. When 
an angel of the third Heaven comes and 
opens it, the ground of this rainbow ap- 
pears crimson ; to one from the second. 
Heaven it is blue ; to one q£ the first or 
lowest Heaven the light is variegated and 
veined like marble. But if one approaches 
who has ever falsified the word, the bright- 
ness disappears, and the book itself seems 
covered with blood, and warns him to de- 
part, lest he suffer for his presumption. 

There is public worship in Heaven, 
which Swedenborg attended, and heard 
sermons: they have books both written 
and printed ; he was able to read them, 
hut could seldom, he says, pick out any 
weaning ; from which I conclude that he 
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tas successfully copied their style. Writ- 
ing flows from the thoughts of the angels, 
or with their thoughts, appekHng so coin- 
stantaneously as if thought cast itself upon 
the paper ; but as this wfititig is not per- 
manent^ it seems that pen and ink might 
usefully be introduced among them. Thfe 
language of Heaven is like the writing], 
connate with thought, beiti'g indeed no- 
thing more than thinking audibly. Its 
.construction is curiously explained ; the 
vowels express the affections ; th6 conso- 
nants the particular ideas derived from the 
afitsctions, and the vioi'ds the whole sense 
of the matter. The angelic alphabet re- 
sembles the Chinese, for every lettet Sig- 
nifies ^ complete thing, — which is the rea- 
son why the hundred and nineteenth psalni 
is alphabetically divided ; — and eVery let- 
ter, and every flexure and curvature of 
every letter, contains some secret of wis- 
dom. Different dialects of this language' 
are spoken in the celestial and spiritual 
kirjgdoms 5 the celestials chiefly using the 
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vowels U and O^ the spirituals preFeiruig 
E and I ; the speech of the former resem- 
bles a smooth flowing water, that of the 
latter the sound of a running stream broken 
on its way. But the most enviable power 
connected with expressioa which the an- 
gels possess^ is^ that they represent their 
ideas in a thin undulating circumfluent 
fluid or ether>^so that tliey can make 
thought visible. 

In like manner as our human form goe^ 
on with Qs to our heavenly state^ so also 
will our human afi*ections. Thje ruling 
passion, whatever it be^ not oiily lasts till 
deathy but continues after death. Woe 
therefore to thone whose whole aspiratipns 
are after things that are earthly, for thejr 
cannot enter the kingdom of Heaven L 
This truth is neither the less true, nor the 
less important, because it is found in the 
pages of a madmaiL Marriage also is not 
dissolved by death i — ^whenone of the wed- 
ded couple dies, the spirit of the deceased 
cohabits with the spirit of the living spouscj^ 
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111! that also be released j they then meet 
again^ aad reunite with a tenderer and 
more perfect union. On no subject does 
Swedenborg dilate with more pleasure than 
upon this. The sphere of conjugal love, 
he tells us, is that which flows from the 
Creator into all things ; from the Creator 
it is received by the female, and transferred 
through her to the male. It makes man 
more and more man;, it is a progressive 
union of mind&, for ever rejuvenescent, 
continliing to old age and to eternity; it is 
the foundahon and germ of all spiritual 
and all celestial love ; it is in Heaven, and 
it is Heaven, yea even the inmost Heaven, 
the Heaven of Heavens, It dwells in the 
supreme region of the Mind, in the con- 
clave of the WiH, amidst the perceptions of 
Wisdom, in the marriage chamber of the 
Understanding, fts origin is from the di- 
vine. nuptials of Goodness and Truth, con- 
sequently from the Lord himself. After 
this it is ridiculous enough to see him trace 
the progress of this sphere or essence of 
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lore into the soul of man, thence into the 
mind, thence into the interior affections, 
from whence it finds its way through the 
breast into the genital region. 

Do not, however, suppose that there are 
any births in Heaven, All spirits both in 
Heaven and Hell were born on earth; 
from which, it seems, a puzzling argument 
against the system itself might be brought : 
JEx nihilo nihil Jit — Of nothing nothing is 
piade ; where then was the Grand Man 
before all the parts of which he i^ com* 
ported were in existence ? — Heaven is sup- 
plied with children by those who die in in- 
fancy ; happy are they, for they are given 
to virgins whose maternal feelings find in 
them an object, and under their tuition, 
they grow up in the gardens of Paradise. 
They advance to the full bloom of youth, 
not beyond it ; the old, who arrive in 
Heaven with all the marks of age, grow 
younger till they also arrive at the .same 
perfection : to grow' old in Heaven is to 
increase in beauty. * 
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There are many mansions m Heaven, 
and iwfinite degrees of happiness, yet is 
there no envy nor discontent 5 every otie rs 
happ^ to the utmost measure of his capa- 
city ; the joys of a higher state would be 
no joys fo him : his cup is full. But the 
longer he has been in Heaven, the happier 
he becomes, his capacity of enjoyment in- 
creasing as he is progressive in virtue and 
goodness, that is, in divine love. 

As all Heaven is one Grand Man, or Di- 
vinity, so is all Hell one Grand Devil, and 
the wicked are literally to become members 
of Satan, The road from one to the other 
is through the Maximiis Hom6*s Port Es- 
quiline; it opens immediately into the 
mouth of Hell, and the two-and-thirty 
white millers who sit ia the gateway, re- 
ceive all they have to grind through that 
channel *. Hell-fire is no torment to the 

* Das portas para dentro logo entrando, 
De grande' f^brica hum nioinho tinha, 
O qual ihoendo estava, e preparando 
Tudo o que havia de ir para-a cezinha ; 
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damned : it imparts no other sensation^ to- 
them than an irascible heat ; for in truth 
the fire of Hell is nothing more than their 
evil passions^ which appear to good ^irit& 

MoidOy e brando dentro assi mandando 

O mantimento, que defora vinha^ 
Com esta proporpao conveniente 
Se rcpai-tia, e hiia, a toda a gente. 

Neste moinho junto, os dous porteiros,, , 
' Estando juntamente era. seu officio, 
Duros e rijos trinta e dbus moleiros, 

De grande for^a, e util exercick) p 
Daqui tirados fora outros primeiros 

Foram por graO fraqueza sua, e vicia^ 
E OS que agora moiam com destreza 
Todos bianco vostiam por limpeza. 

Tihlia cada hum delles sua morada 

, Em dous lan^os de penedo, que havia; 
Eatre dies buma Dona exprimentada, 

Esperta andava, e prompta, noite e dia : 
E della era approvada ou reprovada 

A farinha de quanto se moia, 
Provando se era saborosa, e alva, 
Porque era ella gentif raestra de salva. 

Da Crea^ao e Cojnposlgao do Hvmen. 
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ia flame and smoke. This is the only light 
they ha^e, proceediDg from themselves^ 
and resembling that which is given out by 
red-hot coals. The Hell of Swedenborg 
is what earth would be if all virtue were 
destroyed^ if the salt of the earth were 

Immediately upon entering the gates there was a 
mill of' great fabric, which was grinding andprepor 
ring all that was to go to the kitcUen ; sending on; 
thus ground and softened, the provisions which came 
from ztfithout, to be distributed in' convenient ^ropor" 
iiotis to all the people. Near the two porter^ in this 
mill, and equally employed in their business, wera 
two^and-thirty sturdy millers, *of great strength and 
useful exercise. Others, who had held this place before, 
them, had been turned out for thnr weakness ; and 
these, who now ground skilfully, were all clothed in 
white for cleanliness. Each of these hud his dwelling, 
in two pieces of wall, aiid between them was an expe- 
rienced dame, who was awake and ready night and 
day ; all the corn which was ground zcas approved or 
rejected by her, she trying if it was white and savoury, 
for she was a gentle housekeeper, — Author's note. 

The reader need not be apprised that the situa- 
tion of these Millers is in the Mouth gate of the town 
of Mansoul^ according. to Bunyan's allegory. — ^Tr. 
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taken away> and it^ corruption's left io pu- 
trefy. There are cities inh^rbited only by the 
proffigate, where they are abandoned to theif 
own vices, and t(y the inevitable miseries 
whicjA those vice* produce. They haVe 
even tfbeir places of public atnuseraentj 
he saw the dragons holding their abo- 
minable diversions in an amphitheatre. 
Deserts, fields laid, waste^ and houses and 
towns in ruins which have been destroyed 
by fire, fill up the picture. 

Of all the heretics who have sprung 
from the spawn of Luther, Swedenborg is 
the only one who admits a purgatory. — 
You will not expect a rational one; — in 
this intermediate world, as the good are 
purified from their imperfections, so are 
the wicked divested of what little goodness 
fhey may possess, and thus the one are 
fitted for Heaven and the other for H!ell. 
The state of maturity for Heaven is known 
by the appearance of the regenerate, whicih 
is not altogether consistent with our earthly 
ideas of beauty, for the cuticle appears 
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like a fine lace-work of bright blue. Here 
Uie wicked follow their accustomed vices, 
tilY, after they have beeiv repeatedly warned 
ia vaiu, tbeir cities are shaken with earths 
quakes^ the foundations yawn under them, 
they sink into the gulf, and there grope 
their way into their respective Heil&. 

Hypocrites who still preserved an exte- 
rior of piety were pernvitted to remain in 
the intermediate world, and make to 
themselves fixed habitations. This con- 
stitutes one of the wildest and absurdcst 
parts of all this strange mythology ; for 
Swedenborg teaehes that these residents, 
by the abuse of correspondences and help 
of phantasies, built Heavens for them- 
selves, which became at last so many and 
so extensive, that they intercepted the spi- 
ritual light and heat, that is, divine love, 
in their way from Heaven to Earth. At 
length this eclipse became total ; there was 
no faith in the Christian church, because 
there was no charity, and the Last Judg- 
ment was then executed 5 which consisted 



136 LETTER LXII. 

in destroying, these imaginary Heavens^i 
like the tower of Babel^ stripping the hy- 
pocrites of their cloak^ and casting them^ 
into Hell. This consummation took place 
in the year of our Lord 1757 ; and there is 
no other Last Judgment to eoroe^ except 
what every individual will experience for 
himself singly^ after death* 

Nothing now remains but to apply the 
science of correspondences to this scheme 
of the MaximusHomo and the Grand Sa- 
tan. Spirits act upon men in those parts 
which correspond to their own anatomical 
situation : thus impulses and affections 
©f good come froin the agency of good 
angels operating by influx on their cor- 
responding region, whether head or foot^ 
heart, pancreas, or spleen ; they, for in- 
stfinice, who inhabit the brain watch ovcp 
us when we sleep. On the contrary, dis- 
eases are the work of the devils ; hypocri-. 
tical devils occasion belly-ache ; and spirits 
who are ripening for Hell and take delight, 
in putridity, get into our insides and ma- 
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itufaeture for us indigestion^ hypocbon- 
driasis and dyspepsy ; so ihat in all cases 
exorcism must be more applicable than 
medicine. 

One word more : — ^they who have loved 
infants with most tenderness are in the 
province of the neck of the uterus and of 
the ovaries. By some unaccountable over- 
sight the inference has been overlooked. 
There is therefore a Grand Woman also ! 
It is not good for man to be alone^ not even 
for the Grand Man. I have fouad a wife 
for him 1 The discovery, for it is a disco- 
very> is at least equal in importance to any 
m the eight quarto volumes of the Arcana 
Coelestia, and entitles me to be- ranked 
with Swedenborg himself; if, indeed, as 
I modestly beg leave to hint,, the honour 
of having perfected his discoveries and 
finished his system, be not fairly my 
due*. 

* Their Creed and Paternoster may be added as 
cariosities^ 
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« 
I believe that Jehovah. God ^ the Creator of tiear^ 

ven and Earth, is One in Essence and iu Person, in 

whom is a Divine Trinity, consisting of Fatiier, Son, 

and Holy Spirit ; and that the Lord and Saviour. 

Jesus Christ is that God. 

I believe that Jehovah God himself came down 
from Heaven as Divine Tfuth, which is the Word, 
and took upon him Humaa Nature, for the purpose 
of removing Hell from Man, of restoring the Hea- 
vens to Order, find of pceparhig the way for a New 
Church upon Earth,: and that herein consists the 
true Nature of Redemption, which was effected 
solely by the Omnipotence of the Lord's divine 
iiuMAKiTV. 

I believe in the Sanctity of the Word, and that it 
containeth a threefold , S^nsey, naraely, Celestia), 
Spiritual,. and Natural, which are united by Corre>- 
spondences; and that in each sense it is Divine 
Truth, accommodated respectively to the Angels of 
the Three Heatens, and also to Men on Earth. 

I believe that evil Actions oug^ljt not to be done, 
becfliude they ai-e of tlie Devil, and from the Devil. 

I believe, th^t gpod Actions ought to be done, ber 
cause they are of God and from God ; and that 
they should be done by Man, as of himself; never* 
theless under this Acknowledgment and Belief, that 
they are from the Lord, operating in hint and by 
biiu. 
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• I believe, that immediately on the Death of the 
material Body (which will never be reassumed,) 
Man rises again as to bis spiritual or substai^tial 
Body, wherein he existeth in a perfect Human 
Form ; and thus that Death is only a Co.itinuatioii 
©f Lite. 

t I believe that the Last Judgment is accomplished 
in the Spiritual World, and that the former Heaven 
and the former Earth, or the Old Church, are pass- 
cd away, and that all Things are become New. 
: I belieye that now is the Second Advent of the 
Lord, which is a coming, not in Person, but in. tha 
Power and Glory of the spiritual Sense of his holy 
Word, which is Himself. And I believe that the 
Holy City, New Jerusalem, is now descending froni 
God out of Heaven, prepared as a Bride adorned 
for her Husband. 

•Their Pater-noster is of more curious com- 
plexion. 

Father of us, who in the Heavens; let be sancti- 
fied the Name of Thee. Let come the Kingdom of 
Thee. Let be done the Will of Thee, as in Heaven, 
and upon the Earth. The Bread of u^ the daily 
give to us this Day. And remit to us the Dtjbts of us,, 
as and we remit to the Debtors of us. And not bring 
us into Temptation, but keep us from the Evil. Bo* 
cause of Thee is the Kiniidom and the Power and 
the Glory into the Ages. Amcn« 
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This, they say, is perhaps too literal to be used 
in public worship a« yet* It will, however, serve ta 
give the English reader an idea of the idiom of that 
language which the Lord made use of, when he was 
pleased to teach us how to pray. And it may aJso, 
by the arrangement of the words themselves, ia 
some measui^e-pointout the^orderof influx from the 
Fountain of all Life ; for the first word in this di- 
vine prayer, viz. Father, is the Universal that flows, 
into and Alls all the succeeding parts, just as tliO: 
soul flows into, and Alls every part of the human 
body derived from it^ 
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Jews in England* 

I WENT yesterday evening to the Syna- 
gogue. Never did I see a place of wor- 
ship in which there was so little appear- 
ance of devotion. The women were in a 
gallery by themselves, the men sate below, 
keeping their hats on, as they would have 
done in the street. During the service 
they took from behind their altar, if that 
word may be thus applied without profa- 
nation, certain silver — utensils they cannot 
be called, as they appeared to be of no pos- 
sible use,-— silver ornaments rather, hung 
with small rattle bells, and these they 
jingled as they carried theni round the 
room, then replaced them in the receptacle. 
This was the only ceremony. It is impos- 
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sible to describe the strange and uncouth 
tone in which the priest sung out a por- 
tion of the Pentateuch from a long roll. 
The language was so intolerably harsh^ 
and the manner iu which it was chauuted 
so abominably discordant, that they suited 
each other to a miracle ; and the larynx of 
the Rabbi seemed to have been made ex- 
pressly to give both their full effect, 
- In former times the toleration of the 
Jews gave occasion to the same disturb- 
ances here as in the rest of Europe. They 
cheated the people, and the people in re- 
ttim took advantage of every tumult^ to 
plunder them. The famous King John^ 
who offered to turn Mohammedan if the 
Miramamolin would assist him against 
his rebellious sulyects^ extorted a large sum 
from a Jew of Bristol by a new and inge- 
nious kind of torture : he condemned him 
to have a tooth drawn every day till he 
consented to lend the money; and the Jew 
parted with six grinders before he submit- 
ted. After the schism, as the Heretics 
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"began first to persecute the Catholics, and 
then one another^ the misbelievers were 
forgotten. Cromwell even favoured them ; 
in one respect he differed from all hi& con- 
temporary fanatics, for he willingly allowed 
to other sects the toleration which he 
claimed for his own. Under his protec- 
tion Manasses Ben Israel printed three 
editions of the Bible in Hebrev/. This 
Rabbi is generally supposed to have been 
a Spaniard, but the Portugueze claim him, 
and I think we shall not be disposed to 
<;ontend with them for the honour, — espe- 
cially as most persons would decide in their 
favour, without examination. 
. During the last reign an attempt was 
made to naturalize them, in a body; and 
the measufe would have been effected had 
it not been for the indignant outcry of the 
people, who very properly regarded it as an 
act of defiance, or at least of opposition, 
to the express language of prophecy. But 
this feeling has abated, and were the 
attempt to be renewed it would meet with 
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our pictures and crucifixes perpetually set 
before the Christian's eyes the sufTerings 
of his Redeemer, and there is no possi^ 
bility of his forgetting the history of bis 
religion. Even the most trifling ceremony 
is of use. Ax one of the public schools 
here, the boys on Easter Sunday rush out 
of the chapel after prayers, singing 

lie is risen, he is risen, 

AU tlie Jew^s mast go to prison. 

This custom is certainly very old, though 
I cannot learn that it was ever usual to 
imprison this wretched people upon this 
festival. Some of these boys rut the straps 
of a Jew's box one day, and all his ginger- 
bread nuts fell into the street. Complaint 
was made to the master; and when he 
questioned the culprits what they ^ould 
say in their defence, one of them stepped 
forward and said, " Why, sir, did not they 
crucify our Lord !'* Without admitting the 
plea in excuse, it may be remarked that 



if the boy luul not rememb^ed his Easter 
ipliyixies3 ^^ would have been as indifieient 
~ to the crime of the Jews as the rest of hi» 
countrymen. ^ 

. Some years ago one of the best liyia^ 
dramatists wrote a comedy foir the pur- 
pose of repi:esenting the Jewish charaetet 
i^ a &yourable light. The'pky was yery 
sncoessful, and. the Jews were so wdl 
pleased that they presasited the author 
Ifr'ith a handsome gratuityi**. A &rce was' 
thought forward at another time cfdled the 
jew Boy; and the fraternity knowiogthi^ 
it was impossible to represent <his class, 
fiivourably, assembled in great numbers, 
and actually damned the piece. This sin* 
gk fact is'sttfEcienttoproye that the liberty 
which they enjoy is unbounded. It is not 
merely the open exercise of their letigion, 
which is permitted thmi^ they are- even 
taSsteA to write and publish against Christ 
tianity • If the permission of blasj^emy 

ft 

* This was publiclj asserted at the timci bat un- 
irulj.— .Tr. 
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were no sin, tliere would be little ev41 im 
this licence, so little are tliey able to make 
proselytes & The only apostate whom they 
faaye made within the memorj of maa i» 
tbe very person who occasioned the insur- 
rection agaanst fte Catholics in 17S0, and 
who afterwards los^ his senses, r6no«nced 
his faith, and, though c^ noble faoiily, 
died in a public pvis(^ a lainenlable^ i»- 
jftance of divine vengeance* 

In Rome these misbelievers are obl^cA 
to hear a sermcm '^ice a week ; iiere a 
aermosi attnicts them as a^ novelty. Onifr 
of Ohe Methodist- itinerants, some few 
years ago, fancy ing that, likeiSt. yieoxte 
Ferrer, he'had a special gift for converting 
ibis stiff-necked generation, undertook to 
confute iheir errors, tmd invHed them t9 
ttttendlnsprcaching. Hie place iappointed 
was the great Metho^st Chapel in Tot- 
4fettham €onrt ^Road ; and they assembles 
iii'SUck<:rowds as to ffll the dhapel and fhe 
eourt in which it is bniU« . One of the 
windows -was takm out^ and the .oiatar 
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takiii^ Ina tfland in liie opening addressed 
tile congvegatien both within and withont 
at thesame time. There can be no reason' 
io suppose that they came with hearts 
«KHre accessible ia conviction than nsnal ; 
teit, had it been the case, the method 
which ihis fimaticlook was little likely to 
Ise sncoessfiri; for he began by telling 
them thathe was not yet twenty years oM^ 
4liat he had no human learning whaterer, 
and that for all he was about to say to them 
he trusted to the immediate impulse ot the 
LonL The rest of his discourse was in 
diaracter with the b^inning^ and the 
Jews i«tomed, the greater tramtier ridicul- 
ing his folly^ the more thoughtful remem* 
bering their own law against him who pre* 
^sumes to speak m^^e name cf the Lord, 
what the Lord hath not commanded him 
to speak. Vet from tiie readiness with 
which they assembled to hear him, it doe^ 
^t appear impossible, that if some tmt 
-iDhristian, inspired with the zeal of our 
St* Vioente, were to collect them tege%% 
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tjieir ctiriosity might be made use of to tl^e 
triumph of the faith and the salvation of 
souls. 

The English church has no zeal for souls. 
At the beginning of the last century the 
daughter of a rich Jew, by natiie Jacob 
Mendes de Breta, was at her own instance 
publicly baptized . The father ran into the 
Qhurch like a madman, charged the o£|«» 
^ciating clergyman to desist, and, when he 
perceived that this was in vl^in, cursed his 
child with the bitterest imprecations, and' 
prayed to his God that the church might 
fall in, and crush all who were concerned 
in the ceremony. Aft» this he utterly 
disowned her : — the law had made no pro- 
vision for such cases, and the parish were 
obliged to support her; which, to their 
honour, they did in a manner suitable to 
Iier former situation in life. At their peti« 
tion, however, a bill was enacted compel- 
ling the Jews to provide decently for their 
converted childreo. Thus much was done 
upon the emergency of the ca$e^ and no- 
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thing more. Not the slightest effort is 
made for their conversion, nor the slight* 
^est impediment opposed io the public ce- 
lebration of ceremonies^ ivhich the Gospel 
lias expressly abrogated. The Jews haine 
•nothing to complain of, except that they 
pay tithes to the cleigy, and that they are 
liable to the trouble of parish offices — ^tbe 
law even allowifig them to be miade church- 
wardens. Any pen^n may be excused 
from serving this o;ffice if he chooses to pay 
n fine amounting to. about ten pieces of 
fight : it is not long since a parish in Lca^* 
don nominated a Jew for the'i^ake of get- 
ting this money ; h^ however, was deter«» 
mined to disappoint them by taking the 
situation ;— the profanaUon was theirs, hot 
his ; — and accordingly the church ajBains 
for the year were actually managed by this 
son of the Synagogue. , 

It may well be supposed that when Boi* 

naparte was in Syria his movements were 

anxiously watched by the Jews. Thcrewag 

*t^ great stir among them, and it is proba^ 

h3 
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ble that if be'had invited fhem bj pTocIa^ 
mation^ and promised to gi^ ibem Palest 
tine, armies would have been Taii^ tf^tate 
and keep possession of that Holy Laacf, 
to wfaicb tb£y ,Io6k^ indiTidtiany aifi4 
collectively, asfbetr destined ^atbmng^ 
place. IndiTidfially, I say, because tt i| 
tai^t by many Rabbis, that the eh^dreA 
of Israel, 'WbereTer buried, Caiiriseha^tft 
at HsB coinitig of ake M^iab, Howher^ 
tiswpt m th» Promised Land ; stud fhey> 
diefdiMre^ vrho sre* ititetied m any othc^ 
•part of Ae world, ^U ha;ve to makfe tiheit 
msff ik&BeihtevLgh thecxi^ejm^ the earth i 
«lbii^.aiidpdinfuVj0urn^y, the difficulty 
'ahdibtigtte of which ave equivalent to pufi 
fatory. I know not whether this is bc» 
lieved fcy tlie English Rabbis ; but that the 
English Jews atti^ch as devout a reverence' 
to the very soil of Jerusalem as we do to 
the Holy Sepiulchre itsdf, is certain • One 
of the wealthiest among them, in late 
^me&^ macte a pilgrimi^ there; and 
brou^ back wjth hia» boMS^ftill of the 
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fftFtb to Une his graY^« Unhappy people I 
whose c^rror Is the more inveterate because 
it is. mingled with the noblest feelings^ and 
If hose obstinate hope and heroic perseve? 
vanoe -we must ccgademn while we admire.^ 
^o particular dress i^ enjoined them hf 
btw^ jior, indeed is any snd^ mark of dir 
Bttncjtjon necessary :; they are.soffieieniljr 
dlstingi^hosi by. a castiof cioiiq;>lBSEkHi a^d 
leatapos^ which;, with leave of onr neigh?* 
bcMirs^j I will call a Portoguexe look^—^ 
Smie^af Hxt lowest ocder let their beardb 
grow, and weara sort of Idack tvnic with a 
gfrdfe; tfiedlii^fosteosibletilKiei^ihiBiClttst 
h in did dothes^ but they deal ftlso in'stoteft 
goods, and. not unfrequendy in eipinlng*. 
il^vace of Hebrew, lads wboiBfiastyoli in 
tli«> streets with oraages and' red siippeiv^ 
W. tempt schooUbpys \a dip in a bag fisv 

a 

* This is not the on\y initance in which the aa- 
tfaor discovers a disposition to sneer at the rbrtu- 
f^cztf with the same kind of illiberalit^ in which 
the English toi> frequently indulge tbemselves ag^aiitft 
UifScotoli. — Tr. 

H 4 
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gingerbread nuts, are the great agents in 
uttering base silver; ^henitis woratoo 
•bate to €ircut,ate any longer they buy it up 
Tit' a low price, whiten the brass again^ 
and again ^end it abroad. You meet Jew 
pedlars every where, travelliag with boxes 
of haberdashery at their back's, cuckop 
clocks, sealiiqp wax, quills, weather gjass* 
^,. gveeni spectacles, clumsy %ures in 
phister isi Paris, which you see over the 
chimney of an al^ouse parlour in the 
4D0Uiitry, or miserable prints of the king 
and queen, the four seasons, the cardinal 
virtues, the last naval vjLctory, the prodigal 
fon, and such like subjects, evai the 
Nativity and the Crucifixion; but .when 
ihey meet with a likely chapnmn, they 
prcNluce others of the most obscene and 
mischievous kind* Any thing for monejy 
in contempt of their own law as well as 
of l^e law of the country ; — ^the pork- 
butchers are commonly Jews. All these 
low classes have a shibboleth of their own^ 
as remarkable as their physiognomy ; and 



in some parts of tire city they are so Bume* 
roiis, that when I strayed into their pre* 
cincts one day,^ and * saw so ma^y Hel»ew 
inscriptions in the shop windows, and so 
many longbeariis in the struts, hhcgtoi 
to fancy tl\at I had discorea^d akH ten 
tribes; 

■> Some few^ of the wealthiest merchanti 
are of this persuasion ; you m^ witk 
none among the midde order of tradesmeii) 
'except sometimes a silyersmith, or watch- 
tmaker; . ordinary profits do not ^osriitat 
them. Hence th^ are gieatstock-jobba% 
and the bwiness of stock-broking ia irery 
much in their hands. One of timeJeir 
brokers was in a coflfee-house during the 
timeof the mutiny in the fleet, when tidings 
ariiyed that the sailors had seized admi- 
ral Colpoys^ and had actually hanged him* 
The news (which afterwards proved to be 
fiibe) thunderstruck all present* If itteere 
true, and so it was believed to be, all hopes 
of accommodation were at an end ; the 
mutineers could only be supprtet by force^ 

H 5 
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wd iritut' fcnree Would be able-to sappvesr 
ikmi I While &e^ ivefe sibnt in Mch 
Mflectioiis^ the Jew wa» calculating his 
ewu l9s» from theeffict it would producf 
vpoQ tbei fttl^dsy. ttMl'fae Iwoke the sUeooe 
b^cxdaWnk, in ISfebrevf-Saf^hj JMg' 
6oit! de stores! articalated T^ith^i^^deefN 
tigh^' and accbinpamod' with; a shf ug of- 
Acwidersj Md an* elevatioo. of ejdbrowt- 
|tt <a^f&alJ6 e» the'ex(Sa»atiini»' 

Enghttd ha» hem eaUed the^ hell oT 
Bttna^ Hir pnurgatorj of lervajitsy. and the^ 
yaiAdiie of womeiir it may be added.that^ 
fl^ia the heayen^ of the Jew8,**-^yba, (hef 
tew:a0)Oth«r* Waavett' to cKQeol I 
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ikfidetiti/. — Its Growth in Eifigland^ imd 
little Extent*- — Pythagoreans, — Thd 
mas Tryon. ^^liitson. — Pagans.r^A 
Cock sacHficed.^'^l'hotnas Taylor. 

Jp BOMP Jew to Infidel«--an easy transition^ 
after the example of Acosta and Spinosa. 

When the barriers of religion had been 
^broken down by the schism) a way wab 
^opened-for every /kind of impiety . Infide- 
lity wW suspected to exist at the court of. 
the accursed Elizabeth; it was avowed at < 
her successor's by lord Herbert of Cher- 
'bury ; a man unfortunate in this deadly 
error, but otherwise for his genius and va- 
lour and high fedings of: honour, worth j^ 
to have lived in a hap{»er ageahd country « • 

\ Hitf brother was a religious poetj iamouii 
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in his day : had they been Spaniards, the 
Mine wonid have been a hero, the othw a 
saint; — but the good seed fell among 
thorns, and the thorns spnmg up vfhh it 
and choked it. During the gieat Rebel* 
lion, a small party bf the leaders were 
. Deists ; fanaticism was then the epidemic ; 
they made no attempt to spread their prin* 
ciplesj and W^re swept away at the Resto- 
ration, which, after it had destroyed idbel- 
lion and fanaticism, struck at the root of 
Jiberty and morals. An open profligacy 
of miners had shewn itself under the 
leiga of the first James ; it disappeared 
goring the subsequent struggles, when all 
the stronger passions and fedings were cal- 
led into action : but when once the coun« 
try felt itself settled in peace, this spirit 
reviyed,^ and tlie court of Charles exhilut- 
ed a shameless indecency, of which £u. 
rope had seen no example since the days 
of the Roman emperors* Y^ perhaps^ 
the most Rocking blasphemy of this 
VkBji^faaiQU age is the canonigatioa df 



IK!Ff]>EXJIt#. 157 

•Sing Charles the Martyr ; for sach ibtj 
slyle bina^ in mockery as it might seem of 
'>]BaFtyrd0m, if we did not know the im- 
«pudence of adulation. His office^ for hh 
festival ia. regularly celebrated, applies to 
this heretical king those tests of Script'm» 
"which most pointedly allude to the sufier- 
ings and death of Christ. A poet of .that 
ragn even dared to call him- Christ itie 
Second ! — ^Itis not true that the prayers tb 
"the inoslt Holy Virgin were ever addr^sed 
'in the churches to Elizabeth, as Ribada* 
neyra has said : but this impiety, not less 
Shocking,' and not less ateur^, is cont^ 
^ued to this day, -^and the breyiary whick 
c6ntains it, in the vulgar tongue, is in 
every person^iTfiands. 

Prom the time of the Revolution, in 
1688, 'the Deists became bolder, and ven* 
tured to attack Christianity from the press. 
They did it, indeed, covertly and with de^ 
eency. The infidelity of these writers bears 
BoresemUancetothe irreligious profligacy 
df Charles' courtiersy in whom disfoelkf 
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eofdnixjj eitber fhim conviction, or for in- 

*lerest, or because, whatever they may think 

of the importance of religion to them^ 

selves, they fed that it is indispensable for 

ttheir fiunilies. Jodbusm can be dangerous 

nowhere miless where a large proporti<m of 

the people are concealed Jews : ' but th^ 

iniSdelity, unrestrained as it is in this land 

of errcHT, should be able to produce so little 

evil, is indeed honourable to the instincts 

-of our nature, and to the truth of a fdi- 

.^onV which, mutilated and corrupted as it 

is, can still maintain its superiority. 

Where every mim is allowed to have a 
•£uth of his own, you will not wonder if 
die most ludicrous opinions should some* 
*times be started, if any opinions in. so im- 
portant a matter may be called ludicrouB 
without impiety. The strangest which I 
. have yet heard Is that of an extraordinary 
man who ha^ passed great part of his life in 
Spain. It was his opinion that there is no 
God now, but that there would be one. hy 
Md hj; for the organization of tibe uiii- 
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-verse, "wbeii it became perfect, would pro*' 
^uce a, universal Mind or common Senso- 
rium. A sailor, ivho published the His-* 
/ory of his Voyages^ expresses his abhor- 
rence of a watery grave, because it would 
b&out of reach of the sun, which else, hf 
*jtbougI|t, would revivify him in the shap^ 
of some plant or animal, such perhaps a$ 
he QQiight have had a sympathetic affection 
for while he lived. ^ Pythagoreans in diet 
liave been rather more compion than in 
£»th. A cei^in Thomas Try on attempted 
to form a sect of such abput a centi]pry ago j 
the disciple who wrote his epita]^ says 
that he- almost worked his body up into 
aouL But, though almost every foljy 
aeems to strike root in England as in a con* 
genial soil, this never could be naturalized* 
The pulse diet of Shadrach, Mashech and 
Abednego, would hardly become popular 
in a country where Beef-eater is a title of 
honour, where the soldiers march to battle 
with a song about roast-beef in their 
moatbs, instead, of a vm^> and wh«r» 
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the whole nation personify themselTta 1^ 
tbe name of Jolin the Bull*'. This Tryon 
published a few bocks in his lifetime : his 
sect, if he ever formed any, died with hiift 
—-and he is so nearly for^ten, that, wheft 
I heard him spoken of lately, a new book 
upon the same principle being the topic of 
eomrersadlMi, tbe rest of the (company 
itftve as %norant of his existence^ as ttiy*> 
self. The new book which fed to thi^ k 
the work of RStson50Be of tike most learned 
fiDgUsh aii<jq,aarians, but of so unhappy a 
tMfpsty that it is generally believed he ii^ 
deranged. We should think him pos^ 
sessed, from the evidence of this esiay^ 
iiTery page and almost every line of whii3li« 
teems with blasphemy ;— it is full of opes 
and avowed hatred* of Religion 9Xkd'o(*N^- 
ture, and declarations that if there be a^ 
Crod, he- must be a Being who delights in* 

'* Juan el Toro.. It ii needless to oomment apoa* 
this passage ; there may, hei«e?er, be some readi^rr 

s 

triio do not kno^ that Beef-eater is a corrdption of 
Bt^tkr^ BuJ^et is a enj^board — or iiie«b«aridP 
displayed. Bfov/ajf— Titr. 
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matignitjr. God hxr^ mercy, upon this 
poor wretched many lyho seems to find a 
heaTier paai^ment in tlie wickedness of 
his own heart, than earthly: laws could ior 
fiict upon him ! ^ 

The principle of abstaining from animsd 
Ibqd b not in itself either culpable or ri« 
diculoos, if decently discussed. We know 
ihai in m^ny cases wheie indulgence is nOt 
&lifaL abstinence is meritorioiifi. There i$ 
tboref^re nothing irrel%ious in the opinioai^ 
9Ad certainly it is favouFahle in some of 1(9 
consaqueaxses to QMiality. But ultka^elji 
it resolves itself into the political qpestic^^ 
W^qther ike gveat^ p^dpulation -cai^ ^^ 
malnU^ined upon aninial or vegetable dietf 
It is to be wisrhed the. pythagore^na ii| 
England were numerous and pbilosophica) 
enough to carry on a spuea of experiments 
upon this subject, and upon the pbi^ai 
effects of their system. 

We who acknowledge fosting to be a 
duty at stated times^ aad an act of devo^v 
tionjatqtbersj^ and who hare the CKai^pkt 
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of the more, rigid monastic orders, shall 
tbink these people- less absurd than their 
own countryman think them, and perhaps 
tess than they really are, as the principles 
of religion have nothing to do with their 
speculations. But what will you say when 
I tell you, that there are also Pagans in the 
country, actual worshipers of Jupiter and 
Juno, who believe in Orphans ipstead of 
Christ, Homer and Hesiod instead of th<j 
prophets, Plato and Plotinus instead of ihd 
apostles ? There is a story of an English*^ 
JUan at Rome who pulled off his hat to a 
fttatue of Jupiter, saying, ^* I beg, sir, if 
ifiver you get into power again, you will 
remember that I paid my respects to you 
tn your adversity .'' Those whom I now 
spedk of are more serious in their faith . I 
* have heard of one who sacrificed a cock t6 
£sculapius, at midnight, and upon a high 
place, in the midst of a large city. 
•' The great apostle of the Heathen gods is 
one Thoma* Taylor. He openly avcws hii 
teUef, saying, in a |M^e pfefiised to one of 
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is works, which he dedicates to the Sacred' 
Biajesty of Truth,— ^^ Mr.ThomasTayW; 
the Platonic philosopher, and the modem 
Plethon, consonant to that philosophy/ 
]»rofesses polytheism. " Fcnt many years he 
has been labouring indefatigably (o prbjftt-* 
gate this faith by the most unexceptionable' 
iBokamy that of translating the Heathen^ 
philosophers, and eli^cidating tb^ most 
mysterious parts. His doctrines have' 
made little or ho progic^s, not bebtoser 
tliey are too nonsensical, for in these cases' 
the more nons^ise the better, but bec8iis«'r 
they are top obscure, and require too muchr 
atteniidh to be understood, if, indeed,'they • 
be not altogether uiiintelligible. Hisfiime,* 
hdwerer, has reached the Continent. Early ^ 
in the French Revolution Hke Mkrqiiis.Ya* 
Itedi came ov^ to visit him : be' called kt 
his house, dressed in white likeanaspi*^ 
lant ; fell at his feet to worship the dhrine' 
lestoier of the Platonic phflobophy;; Tdse 
up to put a bsmk note of twienty pounds in 
his hand as anoibiipg^ and Insisted upod. 
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being pennitkd te lire in the boose irHii 

hisay that he mi^^ht eAJoy trery posdUe 

oppbrtunitf of proitingbyhis^lessbns. In 

rain did tlie philosopher tepte&mt ih&msi 

^room in his house,' his method &£ litrhigv 

the iaeonyeitience to himiself and' to 1m 

pupiL Nothing would satiri^ thema^- 

4iU89*-r-if ibsre was no other ioom, ho 

Vfoald hare a bed put up in tiie t/bbaiy 

fvhei^ thejr weie iconversmg ;-^awigr he 

meat to order it) and mm Jbnaiediateljr do» 

SKsticated^ — Afler wme little time it waa 

discovered that he was disposed to wonhip 

the m£e instead of tiu^ hnsband, and hero 

€iided the Platonism. They parted^ how* 

erer^ In friendship. Fakdi hudieftFranco 

to escape fraaEL a jouu^ wife) hecatise, he 

aaid) slie had no soul: be went hs^ t» 

titke a part in the Revolution, T^Iw s^w 

liim in the diligence as he was ^tting off; 

he was in compkie' itegbnentals, with a 

fiesoe cocked ha^-^-and his last words 

wei«9 ^^ i came ha?e Diogenest, iuid I return 

JUegander." His &te was like that of 

Biany wiser and better aaen ; he perobed 
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bj the guillotioe^ being one of the twenty* 
two who suffered with Brissot. 

Transmigration forms a part of this Py« 
thagoiean PlatonistV creed. He says of 
Julian the Apostate, <^ The greatness of 
bis soul is so visible ia his writings, that 
me may safely believe what he asserted of 
fiinisf^lf, ihat be had formerly been Aksfi^ 
ander the Great'\ . 
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Eagerness of the English to be at war wiih 

Spain.' 

It is amusing enough to hear these people 

talk of the pride of the Spaniards, when 

they themselves are as proud as thePortgi* 

gueze. The Dons, as they call us, are, in 

th^ir conception, very haughty, jealous 

to eSsCess, and terribly revengeful, but 

honourable and right rich ; therefore they 

like to deal vi^ith us in time of peace, and 

tke slightest rumour of v^ar makes every 

sailor in the service think he is infallibly 

about to make his fortune. So whenever 

the government begin by going to i^ar 

'with France, it is calculated upon that war 

with Spain will follow • They reserve it as 

a sweetener for the nation ; when the peo- 
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•pie begin to be weary of their burthens, 
and to suspect that no good can come of a 
contest carried on without vigour, without 
system, and in fact without objector means^ 
a declaration against Spain puts tl^em in. 
good humour, the seamen come from their 
hiding-places, and pirates swarm out from 
every sea-port. 

7here is certi^nly nothing like national 
enmity between England and Spain, each 
nation is too honourable not to do justice 
to the character of the other, Theyspeak 
of our weakness with acontemptuQus pride, 
which sometimes excites a Spadard's 
shame, but morefrequently hisindignation ; 
but in their soberand settled judgmentthey 
avow that it is the interest of England to 
see us strengthened rather than humiliated^ 
and diat their wishes accord with their true 
policy* They say, ai^ say truly, thdt 
Spain and Portugal, united and in healthy 
would, form an es^cellent counterpoise to 
the power of France ; that our peninsula 
seems made by Nature to be a poweiful 

VOL. HI. I 
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empire, mnd thftt it woaldbeto the advan« 
tiige of Eun^ that it should again become 
80. Yet upon the slightesrt; pteleict for 
quanelUng with us all this would be t&u 
gotten} the prospect o^ plunder would 
intoxicate the pec^le, the gorrernment 
wotdd do any thing to gratify the saBors, 
and the buccaneering would begin again. 
They fbifget that in proportion as they 
weaieen Spain tltey detange still aiofe the 
balance of power : they finrget that by cut« 
ting off the comteonication betwe^tbe two 
GountriM, they cotapel ns to use cmt own 
manufactures insleiid of tiieirs, thus leacA* 
ing us to becMie indepatdeat of tfaeai^ 
and doing for us what we ought to do for 
ourselres ; and Aey forget also that war 
forces ua to become agaia a tn^litary ni^n, 
aftd disGi]^ines a na^y, which only wMts 
disdidiae to contend once nii»e for tlie i^Oi* 
v^:e}gBty of the seas* 

After all, if a balance were stnidk, J^og* 
knd would find little reason for trima]^. 
Our gunboats have injured the commeree 
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f>£ Eaglaiul taoie than the nkry of England 
GW hurt, the trade of Spain. A galleon 
in tbe ooursaof a seven Jr^irs* wair is but 
a poor oompeasation for Gibraltar seven 
years blockaded, and the straights lined 
with armed vessels, like a defile, which 
came^out like greyhounds upon every mer- 
chant ship, and insulted and endangered 
their thiee^ecktrs. 

But never Wapea people so easily dupedi 
They believe One and all that their last 
war with us w&s exoeddingly glorious, 
because, by the cowardiee of some of our 
captains and the insubordination of others, 
our ieet su&red that unfortuiiate defisat 
laff CJape St. Yincoit. Theydonotiemem* 
hex bowwe beat their famous Nelsoti from 
rTaeriie, Where he left a limb behind him 
as a relick to show thut he had befen there* 
Thqr forget their disgraceful repulse' at 
Fenol, and their still more disgraceful 
attempt upon Cadis, when, in spite of the 
{pvemdr's admimble letter, -Which stated 

i2 
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the situation of the town, and in spite of 
the destructive consequences of victory ta 
themselves, if th^ had been victorious, 
their troops were actuall-j embarked in the 
boats for the purpose of inflicting the 
curse of war upon a peoplethen sifBfering 
pestilence and famine. England ought 
to regard it as the happiest event of the war 
that the commander recalled his orders in 
time, either for shame or humanity, or 
more truly under the impulse of a raeR)f ful 
Pfovidence.; for had the disease once foniid 
way into that fleet, powerful as it was, all 
discipline would have been at an end ; no 
port could have refused admittance tostiich 
an. armament, and the pestilence would 
have been spread from one extremiiiy of 
tbe Mediterranean to the other, and to 
England'herself at last.. 

They wonder that no expedition was 
sent against our American possessions^ 
not in the least doubting that Mexico, and 
Peru would hiive fallen into their hands<-r 
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as if we 'fiad'not sent back their Dfak^and 
tbeirrRal^Ir with shame, and as if the 
age of their Raleghs and Drakes' was not 
ovierl After the overthrow of Dumouriez 
and his party in France,^ Miranda came 
oyer to England^ hoping to be employed 
in some such wise project against his native 
country. As quacks of every kind, -polU 
iical as well as physical, flourish in this 
idand, it.is surprising that his tales were 
not listened to as well as thos^ of the 
French emigrants; for the ignorance of 
this' nation with respect to the history and 
present state of our colonies is. profound.. 
They do not know that after having de? 
Stroyed the bloody, and execrable idolatry; 
of the American Indians, we imparted io 
tbem oui*. arts, our language and ouriteli'^ 
gion; and that the spiritual conquests^ of^ 
out missionaries were hot less rapid, noi' 
kss extraordinary, than the victoria of 
Cortes and Pi2arro. In the sixteenth 
c^kitury, the language, history and customs 

1.3 
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of Mexico and Peru -were elticidated' ia 
book$ printed in the country^ and ih>w, in 
the nineteenth^ nothing issues from the 
press in Jamaica and the other English 
"Islands, except afew miserable newspapersi 
every number of ^vhich contains something 
disgraceful to tbe English character and 
to human nature. I have seen some of 
these precious publicatioAs. Th^ abound 
with notices which show with what prb« 
priety these islanders cry out against tha 
cruelty, of the Spanish conquerors. Pom^ 
pey, ot Oioonoko, or QuasheC) (for these 
heretics never baptise their slaves!) is ad<i 
vertised as a run-away :< he is to be known 
by the brand of a hot iron upon his breasi 
oi Ibieliead, the scars of the whip, and 
perhaps the mark of his fetters ; — and it is 
sometimes added that he is supposed to be 
harboured by his wife— harboured by hi* 
wife! This phmse alone is suffici^t fot 
national infamy. 

It amuses me to hear these people talk 
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of their West Indian possessions* Eng* 
land has as great an idea of her own im« 
portance an^ power, as a oi|e-eyed man 
has of the magnitude of his nose, when 
the candle is on his blind side* 
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Excursion to Greenwich, '^Watermen."-^ 
Patent Shot Tower.'^AIbion Mills.^-^ 
Essex Marshes. 

jL he English say that their palaces are 
like hospitals, and their hospitals like pa- 
laces ; and the exterior oS St. James's and- 
of Greenwich justifies the saying. I have 
seen this magnificent asylum for old sea«s 
men, which is so justly? the boast of the 
nation. 

As it was my wish io see the whole* 
course of the river through the metropolis^ 
I breakfasted at the west end of the town 
with W« who had promised to accompany, 
me, and we took boat at Westminster 
bridge. From no part of the river are so 
many fine objects to be seen as from this. 
On one side, are the grov^ and palaop of. 
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iHie Primate at Lambeth ; on the other^ th^ 
residence of the Speaker^ "which is now re* 
pairing in collegiate style; the abbey ; and 
Westminster Hall, the great conrt of jus- 
tice, whose prodigious size alid greater 
antitjuity render it an^bj^t not less vene- 
rable and impretoive than, the minster. 
The boats whkh ply upon^ the Thames 
are admirably constructed; long,^ ilght, 
and sharp, they a almost fly through the 
water! They lare-ninnbered and registered ; 
the watermen wear a badge, and have a 
particular costume— any deviation from 
the ordinary English dress is an improve- 
ment; — ^the fares, like those of the hackney 
coachmen, are regulated by law, and it is 
the cheapest as- well as the pleasanlest 
mode of conveyance. On Sundays they^ are 
jibrbidden to ply * — one of the. stupid and 
tuperstitious interdictions this of Calvinism 

* A certain nnmber of watermen are permitted to 
plj 01) Sundays ; thej pay an annual acknowledgment 
oo that aoGolmt to the Watermen's Company 1 Rell* - 
gion and profit are thus combined I — Ta. 

l5 
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— forSanday is tbe Very daiy on wMck thty 
would find tbe most employ. They sH 
idly upon the bench before the a]diotitt»- 
door by thewater-side, curidi^ the r^ala* 
tion ^hich keeps them idle ; and the um 
lucky person -whesis wij lies along the 
riv^ must toil through dust and heat, a 
doubter distance pbrhapsi because forsook 
lib manner of work is to be done upon tiie 
sabbath day. 

' The banks of the river are not made 
bmaniental o the city :' a few stieetsoviMD 
down to it at r%ht angles, but none are 
built pareUel with the water« The first 
remarkable object bdow the Inidge is a 
tower eott^trudsed for makurg shot by a 
new procasst the hislory^f ito invoitioa 
is curious. About five^and^wenty years 
ago a Mr .Watts was engaged in this trade c 
his wife dreamt that she saw him mddng 
shot in a new manner^aud related her dre$un 
to him : he thought it worth some sitten- 
tion, made the experimoit, and obtained 
a patent for the inventi^m, which he af* 
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lerwards soM for teat thousand poundi* 
A lAsge of buildingsr calkd tbo Adelpfai^ 
which aie ike handsonmtin Londoabe* 
^usethey asB &ced ^iih a compontioft 
haying the apfoaiaaoe of atone^-'^SciiBar^ 
aet House, a magnifioont puhiie biuldbg^ 
of ^rbich the work goes on .90 akrwiy, that 
one half the edifice wttl in the Qatmal 
course of decay beeome a ram befote tfie 
eth^ is finished,*-»-and the gardens, of the 
Temple, one of the law-oolkges or iansef 
court as they ave called, ^Tesomeinlnest 
to this^ part of ihe xifet i the shoicaafe 
dreiy where choaked with barges^ of whicli 
It gieai number are laden with eaffth«coal* 
> A fine sweep of stq>s asosnds from the 
^yer to Blackfriars— the seocmd of the 
three biidges, dose by which the concmioM 
sewers discharge themsdyes, aad Uadbsii 
the water round about. There is a stto^ 
echo under this bridge. Oa the ScHrth^* 
wark side are the ruins of a large buildiiig 
teUed the Albion Mills, which was ereoted 
for ihe purpose of securing to the metro- 

16 



pdKs a certain supply of floor . A ^ greai^ 
capital was vested in this useful undertake 
mg ; but periiaps^in no coniitiy are cla» 
mours so easily raised by the interested^ 
and so greedily bdieved by the ignorant, 
39 in England. The very axioms of com- 
aa'cial policy aie.not understood byjhe 
people^ and it i^uired all. the firnuiess and 
all the influence. o( Mjr. Pjitt, during the 
scarcity, to sav^ th^ country from the in^ 
fyitable miseries which a maximum woul(^ 
have occasioned;- The millers themselves, 
he^t.awale of iwhat roguery might be prac^ 
tia^d in their, ow^.tnid^, spread abroad re?' 
p^rts th^t the flour was- adldter^ted with) 
all: sorts of. base mixtures* The. Albion 
ICills took fire ; whether by accident €fB 
JMol:i% .doubtful: bixt the mob, who on all 
such dacasi<Hi$ bestir themselves to extin<< 
fgi^h :^ifit^. ^ith that ready and disin-c 
terested activity .which . characterizes the 
English^ stood by now. as willing spectf^'r 
lors of the conflagration; and bef jre the^ 
engine h^d g^aiseA to. play upon the smol^ 



itg^ruiasy baUads of rejoickig werepriate^ 

and sung upon the spot. . The fire Ixoki^ 

out daring the night, a strong breeze waa 

blowing from the east,, and the parched 

corn fell in a black shower abovea leagw 

distant : even fragments of wood still burn* 

V9g^ fell above Westminster-bridge. There 

is a floating mill upon theriver thus cmn 

strncted :. agun boat is moored headland 

stern,, with a house built on it, and a 

whetl 'on each side which irorks with the 

tide. , 

The passage, of the third bridge is cant 

'sider^.a^au achievement of some littte 

irisque : our boat shot through it like an 

arrow. Close to the bridge are. the great 

water-works by which the city is supplied* 

When it is considered that bU the filth of 

this prodigious metropolis is emptied inta 

the river, it is perfectly, astonishing* tha^ 

apy people should consent to drink it* 

One week's expenses of the late war would 

iMtve built an aqueduct from the Surry hills^ 

apd an hundred, fountains to have distrjbi 



Ibttied its- stores. The Thames vater feiv 
mentis and purifies itself: in ita state effer^ 
mieiitatiim k is inflamiiiable. St. Paul^i 
and the Moiiumeat are the ittaiiit>I]gect5 in 
thfa reach . Below the bridges is the Tower 
ofLondon, and a forest of shipping: her^ 
indeed we saw how truly this cit jr may be 
called ^ modem Tyre. Whar& and 
traardbiouses extend in this direction, far 
beyond any part of the eastarn city which 
I had exploried. New docks upon a gneat 
scale are nearly completed in a marshy 
called the Isle of Dogs, so named, it is 
said, because thesbody of a man who bad 
been murdered, and buried there, was dis^ 
coT^ed by tlie fidelity of a dog ♦. 
* At length w^ ^me in sight of green 
fields and trees. Themarsbes of Essex, from 
whence Londcm is so oflen covered- wilii 
fogs, were on one side ; the Kentish hills^ 
not far distant, on the other; the femdus 
observatory of Greenwich, from whence the 

* The lciii$*8 hounds were kept (here wfaca 9^re 
mt a rojal palace at Greenwicb.— Ifii. 



Ef^lisb calculate tbeir longitude ; and the 
hospital, a trulj noble buUding, worthy of 
the nation which has erected it^ and oTthe 
purpose to which it is consecrated. The pa* 
lace of the Tudors stood heare, — Chiles II, 
began to rebuild it, and William appro- 
j^iated it to its present use. About SOOO 
disabled seamen are supported here^ and 
boys are educated for the navj. We saw 
the refectory and the church : but, as in a 
Relicajrio, the place excited too much 
feeling to obtain much attention,: we were 
in the asylum of those sailors, whose skill 
and courage are unrivalled, a race of men 
without fear, and as generous as they are 
brave* What volumes might be compiled 
firom the tales which these old chroniclers 
could tdl ! There is not a shore in the ha« 
bitable world but has been visited by some 
or other of these men, nor a hardship inci* 
dent to human nature which some of them 
have not sustained. 

We walked into the park, and up the 
hill^ where tij^e rabble of London assemble 
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cm Easter Monday^ and roll down its greeii. 
side^ men and women promiscuously. 
From hence we had a noble prospect of 
the river^ the distant shipping, and the 
pestilential marshes of the opposite coast. 
A story is told of an old native of these 
marshes^ who carried on a thriving trade 
in wives. He chose them from the hill- 
.country, and within a few years married 
And buried eight, all of whom he broughl 
home upon om horsp. . 
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Spanish Gravity the Jest of the English 
' — Sunday evening described. — Society 
for the Suppression of Vice. — Want of 

- Holidaj/s.''^Bull''laitihg.^-^Bbxing. 

%Jn£ of the great pbilosopliers here has 
advanced a theory that the nervous, ancl 
electric fluids are the same, both being 
condensed light. If this be true, sun-shine 
is the food of the brain ; and it is thus ex* 
plained why the southern nationsr. are so 
much more spirituid than the Eoglisbj 
and why tbc^ in their turn rank higher io 
the scale of intellect than their northern 
neighbours* 

Spanish gravity is the jest of this people. 
Whenever they introduce aSpt^niard upon 
thestage^ it i$ to ridicule him for bis pride^ 
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his jealousy^ and his mustachios. Ac- 
cording to their notions^ all our i¥omen 
who are not locked up in convents, are 
locked up at home; guarded by duennas 
as vigilant as dragbns^ and husbands, 
every one of whosr is-as-fiexce as the Grand 
Tturk. They believe, also, that a Spaniard 
thinks it beneath his dignity ever to laugh, 
except when he is reading Don Quixotte ; 
then, indeed, his muscles are perpiitted to 
relax. 

J am writing upon Smiday ev€siiBg5 at 
thehoor when in our cities the people arf 
at the fteotre or the bull*%ht \ when in 
evary stcaetand village the yauQg are danof 
ing witfi th^ir castaneta(, and at every 
door you hear the viola. What is tfa^ 
ideiie in England at this time ? All public 
amusements are prohibited by the daemon 
of Galvioism ; and for private one8,-^half 
the people seriously believe that were they 
to foudi a card on li Sandby, they should 
immediately find the devil under the tables 
iN^ifi said to have tictoaily appeared upogi 
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such an occasicm. to an old lady at Bath* 
IPha Savoyard, wjbo goes about vfith his 
barrel-organ, dares not grind evena psahn<« 
tune upan the sabbath. The old woman 
who sells apples at the corn^ of the street 
has bemi sent to prison fi»r profanation of 
the Lord's^day , by the Society for the 

I 

Suppression of Vice ; the pastrycodk, inr 
deed, is permitted to k^ep his shop^win^ 
dow half open, because some of the spt 
ciety themselves are fond of iced erean|s« 
Yonder goes a crowd to the Tabernacle^ as 
dtfUB^y as if they were going to a funeral j 
the greater number are women ;^ inquire 
for their husbands at the ak-house, and 
you will find them besotting themselv^ 
there, because all amusements are prohir 
bited as well as all labour, and they cannot 
liQ down like dogs, and sleep. Ascend a 
sftep higher in society,— ^-the children are 
yawning, and the paints agree that the 
clock must be too sloitr., thai they majr 
accelerate supper and bedtime* In ih^ 
highest rankS) indeed) there is little or nf 
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distinction of days, excq^ that there is 
neither theatre nor opera for them, and 
6ome among them* scruple ut cards. At- 
ti^mpts have even been made to shut up 
the public ovens on this day, and convert 
the sabbath into a fast for the poor. And 
these are the people who ridicule Spanish 
gravity^ and think they have refornied re- 
ligion, because they have divested it of alt 
that is cheerful^, allHhat is beautiful^ and 
all that is inviting. 

Our peasantry have a never-failing 
source of amusement in the dance and the 
viola. Here the poor never dance; in- 
deed, illegal dancing is a punishable crime, 
and if 'they do not dance illegally they can* 
not dknce at all. This requires some ex* 
planaf ion. Rlrtly from custom, s^ill more 
from the nature of the climate, there is no 
dancing here in the open air ;^ the houses 
of the poor are too small for this diversion ; 
they must therefore meet at some public 
house where there is a room large enough. 
¥iie rich, do this also ; but dancing at a 
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'peso^duro a-head, and dancing at two 
tcales, are very different tbmgs-^the one 
is called a'ball^ the other a sixpenny hop* 
The rich may take care of their own*mo- 
rals-^the police must look atfter the poor. 
These public dancing-rooms are esccelleiit 
preparatory schools for the brothel, and 
the magistrates very properly endeavour to 
suppressthem^— -orshouldendeavour,*— for 
the recent Institution of a society for the 
suppression of ^oe, seans . to imply ^thot 
ibe laws are neteicecuted without such as- 
-sistancc/ Here I must remark^ that if there 
be^ one thing by which the£nglish arep^ 
culiaotly distinguished from all other peo^ 
pie in the world, it is by their passiim for 
exercising authority and enacting laws* 
-When half a* score or a doxen men com- 
bine for any conunon purpose^ whether to 
•establiA an insuranc&«office, .to cut a ca« 
'nal, or even to set spieaupon apple-women 
on a Sunday, "they embody themselves into 
a company, choose -out a representative 
-committee and a president, and issue their 
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« 

fesQlwHoas With all tbe fenns of a 
live body. - It will be well if the state does 
not one day fed the inconveiueDce of this 
taste for legislation • 

Music is as little the amusement of the 
people as dancing. Never was a nation so 
unmusical. Perhaps the want of leisure 
may be the ^smise. They reproach the 
Ckitholio rdigion with the number of its 
hoUdayS) never considering how the want 
ftf holidays bleaks down and brutaliaeathe 
labouring dAMS^ and that where they occor 
sddom they are miifomdy abns^* Chijflt- 
mas) £a^, and Whitsuntide, the only 
seasons df festival in England) are always 
^ voted by the artifitfert and thepeasnAtry 
to riot and intojdcation« 

You may well conceive of what chanc- 
ier thepopukur amusements needs must be, 
in a counti^ where these is nothing to aof- 
ten the monnefs or amelioiate the.ocmditkm 
of the poor. The practice of bull*baitiqg 
is not merely permitted, it is even enjoyed 
bythemnnictpallawinsomej^aces. At- 



tMipts have Iwice been made i& tbe bgis« 
hture to supprete this batrbarotts custfm: 
tbey y^Bfe. baffled and ridiiculed) and .jsomo 
of the most distinguished [membns were 
absurd enough^ and hard-heartad entagh 
to assert, that if such sports Wereabdidi* 
ed, there would be an end of the natiodal 
coumi^e; Wdttld to Heavan that this ^ 
l¥«re true! that English courage had no 
better foundation than brutal ferocious 
druelty! We should no longer be insutied 
in our ports, and <Hir Ships might defy 
their buccaneerkig cruisers. Do not sup- 
pose that this bull-baiting has any the 
smallest resemblance to our buIUfeasts.-^ 
Even these I should agree with the Conde 
de Norana, and with the Church, in con^ 
demning as wicked and inhuman; but 
there is a splendour in' tbe costume, a gai- 
ety in the spectacle, a skill and a cour^ 
displayed in the action, which affl>rd some 
apology for our Coutrtiymen, whereas ikU 
English sport is even more cowardly tb(m 
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^en are exposed to no danger whatev^ ; 

th^y fasten the animal to a ring, . and tbe 

amiTsetnent is to.see himl;oss the dpgs, and 

the dogs lacerate' his nostrils, till they are 

^reary of torturing him 9 and then he is led 

io the slaughter«house to be butchered afi^r 

ifaetr clumsy and crud method . The bear 

and the badger are baited Hith the same 

barbarity ; and If the nibble can get no- 

Ihing else; they vrill divert themselves by 

worrying cats to death* 

But the great ddight of the English is \ 
in boxing, or pugilism, as it is more sci*> 
entifically denominated « This practice 
might easily be suppressed ; it is against 
the laws ; the magistrates me^y interfere. if 
they please ; and its frequency tfaer^oie, 
under such circumstances, is an irrefraga- 
ble proof of national barbarity* Cudgel- 

^ Tiie itoms of the ball are tipt in Portof^a], tft 
preserve the horse. In Spaiot where too saeb pre« - 
cation is taken, it is not unoso^ Io see the horae^i 
entrails trailing along the ground,*— Tr. 
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htichi, hMfA -A stick ^tadkitolrUI e±hM^ 

a serviceable dexterity^ have yields to itfii 
A6r6 brMtf ^pbit, if tbat iaHf be-^ntied 
sport Hrhith Mttetikd^ ptove^ fiSttl.- WfaM 
airi^tcli is linM MSimdi two ^tiae-figWs^ 
ftetitfiiigs are imniedistt dy caidttdmdttM 
to A6 public i^ iHe hemUpk^Ti; ato3 ^a- 
fa^phs ocda896iialijr dp^t^- sayl^^ tli^ 
rit^ arein tfa^iti^^ #hat ei^Wclfe' tlley 
f^^, and what di^i f&t ddme ttf th^ iebi 
upon raw beef as a preparative. — Wtxi^ 
time, the amateurs and the gamblers choost 
their party, and the state of the betts ap* 
pears also in the public newspapers from 
time to time : not unfrequently the whole 
is a concerted scheme^ that a fdw rogues 
may cheat a great many fools. — When the 
combat at length takes place, as regular a 
report is prepared for the newspapers as if 
it were a national victory — ^the particulars 
are recorded with a minuteness at once ri- 
diculous and disgraceful J for every move- 
TOL. in. K 
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meat h^s its t^hnical or slang name^ and 
the unpiecedented science of the successful 
combatant becpmes the theme of genend 
admiration. 

; Yet, notwithstanding all the attention 
- ivhiqh these people bestow upcm this savage 
^rt, for which they have public schools^ 
they are outdone by savages. When one 
of the English squadrons of discovery :was 
at Tongatabooj sever^of the natives boxed 
with the sailors for love, as the phrase is, 
|Lnd in every instance the sava^ was vic« 
torious.. 
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The AbbS Barruel.-^oumetjf of too" 
Englishfken to Avignon, to joiH a So^ 
cieiy of Prophets* — Extracts from 
their prophtticad Books* 

1 HAD prepared fbr you an account of a 
pscudo^prophet who excited much alien* 
tioii in London here at (lie beginning of 
t)ic last war, when, almost by accident, I 
was made acquainled with some singular 
circumstances which are in. some manner 
connoted with him, and which therefore 
should previously be told. These circum* 
stances are as authentic as they are extra- 
ordinary^ and supply a curious fact for 
the hist<Mry of the French Reyolation. 
We were talking one evening of the 
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Abb6 BarrueFs proofs of a conspiracy 
against the gorernments, religion, and 
morality of Christendprn. A friend of J. 's 
said, there vyiisajbaut ag mfich truth in it 
as in one of Madame Scudery^s romances; 
the characters intradttfi^Jgere real persons, 
to whom false motives and manners were 
ipiputcd ;> a Uttle of ivba^t wto dficlibed Ui 
th^i^ had resdly pceunred^ but the wlipte 
plot) colouring, and costonmof the book, 
were fictitious.. Itwa^aw<lrk, said* he, 
written to serve the purposes of a party, 
iqiitbtbQ sane spirit and the same intent 
as t}>f)se whjch In old times ted io such 
sljii^urd 1^ ilionstrDus calumnies agakst 
t}ie JelTQ; and had its intent, succeeded^. 
thm w0iak| have boen a political SL Bar« 
UKriomew's day in Englahd. True it was 
that a society had existed, whose obgect was 
to change or io influence the governniCTti 
ofEmope; itwaswelloi^aiiiasedandwiiid^ 
cgrifeilded, but entfiusiasm,^ not inMetiljv 
was the means whicbtkey emploj^sdi 
In proof of this, he stated tiwrsum. of 
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what I shall relate more at length from the 
book to which he refferred as his authority, 
and which i obtained from hiHA the next 
morniBg. Its tide is this^-'^^'df reoealM 
Mmwledgeof s&me Things thatwiilspeci* 
,^i9fttt/Uiedin the Worlds c&nvnmnicdiei 
toraNumbervfChristiims brought iogetlnr 
M Atngnon^ % thePtmer oftht SpiHtof 
€fod'from aU Nations ; turn published by 
his Dmne Command^for the Good of ait 
Jlfen^ by John Wright his S^rtanty and one 
-^f Irhe BrHhreH. London, printed in the 
ISemY of Christ 17&t. U is one of thci« 
innumerable pamphlets^ which, being {mb- 
liahed by inferior booksellers, and circn^ 
latihg- among sectarians and fanatics, ne- 
mat rise into the handls of those who are 
O^Hedthe public, and escape the notice of 
alt the Mierary joujrnals. They who perase 
them do it with a sseal which may truly be 
4i^ied coAsnmin;^ ; they are worn -out like 
a schoolboy's grammar ; the form inwhidi 
they are s^nt abroad, without coters to pro« 

k3 
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ted &em, Itastens tbeir des(ructioii, and 
in a few years they disappear for cTer. 

Johil Wright, the author of ibis narra- 
live^ -was.a wodcing carpoiter of.Leeds, in 
Yorkshire; a man of strung devotional^ 
Yedings, who seems, like the first Quakers, 
io haTehungered and thirsted after religious 
if nth in a hnd where there was none to 
impart it. Some trayetling Swedenborgian 
preachers having heated bis iraagiaatiooy 
he was desirous of renioving^ io LondoA^ 
to find out the New Jeruaalem Church, 
it was no easy thingvfbr a labouring man 
.with a large family to remove to such a 
distance : however, by working over hours, 
he saved money enough to effi^t it. The 
New JcNTusalem Church did notaaiisfy him ; 
every thing was too definite and formal, 
too bodily and gross for a mind of his com- 
.plexion. But it so happened that at this 
place of worship he entered into talk with, 
a converted Jew, who, when ^ learnt his 
^tateofmind, and that he expected the 
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tfestoration of the Jews would shortly be 
'accomplished, said to him, I will tdl yov 
of a -mfiin who is just like youftelf ;-^his 
name is William Bryan, and he lives in 
stich a place. ^ 

Brytn was a journeyman' copperplate- 
printer. J.'s friend saw him once atthfe 
-house of one of the Brotberists ; he says 
that before he saw him hcf had heard of 
his'rescmblance to the pictures of our Lor^, 
but that it was sO striking as truly to asto- 
nish him. These features, his full clear 
and gentle eye, the beauty of his com- 
plexion, which would havebeenremarkabfe 
even in a girl, and the voice, in which 
words flowed from him with such unaf- 
fected and natural eloquence as to remind 
the bearer of the oAl mciaplror'cal descrip- 
tions of oratory, united to produce such 
ah eSgct upon his believers as »yott may 
conceive, considering that they were crp- 
dutous, and he himself undoubtedly sin- 
cere. Wright had now found a man after 
bis own heart. They were both Quietistsy 

K 4 
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feelings led ^tiay^, 4114 ib^U' ecf perifif^ces^ 
Jie SS7CI9 opei^ted ^itb e^c^ et|ieri «^s fapf 
answers fsice in a glass. 

Bryan told him of a society of |irpplLe(^ 
at 4vignqn^ s^sembled tl^ere froxn all pftrts 
f)f tl\e M^ofld. This ^i^s in the ^tmqi 
of UBfi. In jbe Janizary pf tfte ^nauifly 
yes^r Wright mistop)c strong inclinatiou 
ior ini^pif^tjon, and tbqug^t (be Spirit di- 
^^cted lijm to join thpm. Th^ ^^n\e ^pifii 
Y^Fy paturalljf sent hini to con^^njcatp 
Ui^ tq jpryfin, Yf hqm l]|e foy^n^ pps^essed 
^Hh the same imp;res8ion. Ndy^-pr ^4* tJieQi 
^a^ J^cfip^ iQ l^Ye w|th thpir fajcn^ie^^ ig^ 
to support the^s^YPs upi^n t^e jpi^rspj^ 
and peithey of tUcpa updcrstpoii s^ wo^d qf 
J^if^nc}^ Path w^re deten;p^iiied tqgo-rrl^j^'^an 
that ftig^t,, Wright tl;ie fol^pTyi.n^ mo^a- 
jjng— s.^ch feeing ^heir irnpUcit qjicdicnce 
to the ii^puls^' i??ithin the^^ that the pne 
lyoiild ^pt ^ajt, nojc thg other h^tftn. 
^efoi:e ^is dep^rtay<? ^r^fan ^\\ed upon a 
friendj wh<i said to bimj ^^ Wiljti^n, I hav« 



had it IB my mindtd ask if i&oit wert hot 
sofDetimes in want of moaey ?^' He ac« 
kfio\tledged that it was this >vaiit i^hieb 
noir hroughi: him tbevtt ; and tbefriend 
gdve bilk fanr guineas^ If this wane 
fciend waa tiie perscm ty bo' first tddUn of 
thesociety'at Avig^ioa^ asmayreasoiiaUy 
he suspected, the vrhahi cdHusixm will be 
clear. One guinea he Ie£t with hiswife^ 
y/ifko was at that time in child-bed^ gave 
half a gtitnea to Wright to carry him to 
Dover, and set oiF. 

. Bryan's wi&, Aot. being in a state of be*^ 
lief^ ^vas gneat]^ ofeided with Wright, 
thinking tliat if it; faftd not been £br h»n her 
husband would not- have left ;her. His own^ 
Tvife'R-as in a hapfiier temper of mind, und' 
encouraged htm to go. She had a son by 
a, former husband who was some little, sup- 
port iQ her, and who* acquiesced in the 
necessity of Ibis journey. He seans in- 
deed tQ have: communicated something o^ 
I^S'Otvn fet ypujr to all ahoulliim . A young 
man with whom he was intimate bought 

1^5 
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him several tilings for lus journey, and gafe 
him a guinea ; this same person befriended 
his fimiily during his absence. At three 
in the morntog he rose to depairt x his son-* 
in-law prepared breakfiist, and they' made 
the watchman who had called him partake 
of ifj'for it was severely -cold. " I then," 
says Wright, '^ turned to my children, who 
were all. fast asleep, and kissed them, 
mtd uiterceded with the great and merciful 
GUkI, relating to him their situation, in 
which, for his sake, tliey were going to 
beleil without any outward dependence ; — 
aild at that tiqie ffCMne of thend were lying 
on a bed of shavings thai I used to bring 
, from my shop; at the same time imploring 
himr thathe would be pleased to bless them, 
;^id if one friend failed, another might be' 
raia^ up, as I did not know whether I 
ev^r should see them any more ; for al»' 
though our first journey was to AvignoD^ 
we did not know it would end there.'' 

He then went to Bryan's wife, whom 
his own was nursing in child-bed. The 
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poQr If Oman's resentment had now given 
Vay, the quiet self-devotion of her hus- 
band and his friend bad almost peraanded 
her to believe also ; she burst into tears 
'when she saw him, and saluted him^ as 
he says, in the Rbx and love of God, in 
which she bade him remember her to her 
husband. Wright then went to the coach. 
Soon after they left London it began to 
rain and snow, and J^e was on the out- 
side. He was of- a sickly habit, always 
liable to take oojicT, and had at this time a 
bad cough. A doubt came' upon him, 
that if the Lord had sent him He would ^ 
certainly have caused it to be fine weather. 
Besides this, he began to fear that Bryan 
would already have ^crost the channel, 
in which case, when he got to Dover, he 
should have no money to pay his passage;. 
Was it not better therefore to turn back ? 
But the testimony of God's power in his 

heart, he says, was grater than all thesi^ 
thoughts. ' 

.The wind had beencoptrarjf , and^fetained^ 

il6 



£rjan. Thpy crossed <>i;^^CiiI«usrtQq^ 
^omeibod ^t ^ mn- theice^. and gp)t their 
laoney changed^ inqB^red the names of 

J»Fe»d, Trine, apd sleq^og, ift tl^ la^^uage 
of tbe (^ojui^try, ^d i^hn^h way tJiey larere 
^ go, i|n4 thea set off on their jpurae^f^ 
^They travelled on foot to Pnri$ . W|i£^'« 
feet were ^lorely blistered ; biat,(here wajSr; M 
4toppii^, for bi» ^^ miiidl{W,as,bottii4 ij^tjbr^ 
j^pirit to travel oo." They carri^sd tjbeU: 
burthen by turns \i;hea hpfh, v^wd^^ bolt 
it gcnecaHy Ml u^pon Bryan as thef stronger 
man. Change of climate^ how/|ver, aidecl 
probably by the &Uh whi^b i|i^a3 in hinH 
removi^d Wright's cpugh* Thdr fuuds 
just las^ to Paris ^ here Bry^n had ai| 
ac({uaintana^^ to. i^ho^ house, they ii;^it« 
l^hisinan had received a. letter tp,say i^ha 
)verc coming, andi^at they we^e bad mea> 
Wright in particular, whpnji it 9d;vi$ed^huu 
to. senjd back. As you^ n>ay siippose, hf 
was soon fiiiUy satisi$ed with thenwlm 
entertained them three days, and .thea disi^' 
ifii^s^ tbfm^ giving ih^m. &ji6 louh ien 



labear tbem oa. - Tbe* whfk jouraail ^ 
theur way u int^:^ting rit i^ates his^ircef 
^f that subsiding of overwrought ff^^i^R 
which bodily es^haustioa pro^cep, a^ 

vhich eutbusiasis eall (jb^li>A:; Qfaad^ 
rsL thoughts and f^ais secfundijg, reraemt 
toauces of hitHue/ aod depression whricli 
fomdiij^es oqcasioiied sel£-s|aj^pi(4o|ti: an^ 
half r6p^ntanjce:^-s^ith these syoojiitQmfif 
the Church iawdy^acquaiitl^j ^ eomm^ 
ta the ^d4i4^) i^d to ihme who a^6 ift 
truth Under the influence of. divide uispi^^ 
ration, aud they pto^e the stocerity of 
this narrative. 

At length they came ia sight of At!-' 
gnon. They vi^ashed soane Imm toi thft 
l^^yer^ sat dew^i imdier the bm^h^ tiljl itr 
^4s diy^en put it on ; and, h^viiig Aus 
B^adeth^ir appearance as decent s^iheyt 
eouldj proceeded; to the house of the pro* 
pb^i towhich^ as it appears,. they had' 
brought wi& item a, sufficient direction. 
Tfte dt>ot wiae opiegaed by one of thdbfethred, 
and l»|r. a person who could speak SngCbh^ . 
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and who had arrived there a day or two 
before from another part of the 'world.* 
Afk^ they had washed and shaved, they 
were taken across the street to another 
house, and shown into a large room^ where 
there was a table spread, nearly the whole 
length ;' they were told that table vrhs pro* 
videdby the Lord, and when they wantecF 
aiiy thing to eat or toilriftk they were to 
go there, and they would find a servant' 
ready to wliit upon them. The brethren 
also provided them wifh clothes and what* 
ever else" they needed, anti with money to 
give to the poor, saying they bad orders 
from the Lord to do so. In a short time 
thdr Paiis-friend arrived, and was admitted 
a member of the society before the^, that 
he might be their interpreter. I wish the 
Ibrm of initiation had been given. They 
met every cveaing to commemorate the 
death of our Lord by eating bread and 
drinking wine. Very often, says* Wright, 
when'i\e have been sitting together, th^' 
fprDxtvre in the room has be^n shaken as^ 



though it vfete all coming to pieces ; and 
upon inquiring what ^as the cause^ v^ 
were -(old that it anhoanced the presence 
of angei^l and when thes6 were not heard^' 
tfa^ ]&rethren were always afraid that some-, 
thing was amiss, and so inquired at the 
Word of the Lord. 

You will easily suppose that they h^ 
orders to keep the society secret tiU the. 
appointed time. I mttch wish that the 
l>ook had stated how their answers froiii^ 
the Lord were received, but on this it' is 
silent* The drift and charter of the so- 
ciety are, however, sufficiently manifested' 
by the Extracts which Wright has pub- 
lished from their Journals, and of which I 
here subjoin enough io satisfy you i ■ ., 

<* Y6a will 8000 see the pride of the Mahometan' 
IB the field : seyeral Bovereigos wiU mite to lajr ft* 
!ov. It i» then t]iat the great light will appear/ 
These perfidious enemies oT the naoie of God will* 
keep tbemselTes op for a time in their obstioaej, 
and in the mean time will grow up he who sbaR^ 
.4Bstroj thenu Before the end of > this year they 
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1r4 htgjtn ionhaniMi ft»oeii«M, and y<M will hear 
of extmordioary fbing^ ani lo^morahle f6aa. Yon 
yrHl ken that the world u filled with trou^l^ and 
dissension,; father, son, relations, friends, all wiU 
be 10 motion } and it is in this yean (I78'J) that 
all will have its beg^innin^. 

*' Remember that the face of the world will be 
cbani^ed, and you shall see it restored to its first 

» » • ' 

ftftte^ The thrones shall he overturned, the earth 
dtttt be fiarowed and change its aspect. They 
w^ sHalt be alire at thaA time will envy the (ate of 
tliedted. 

<^ The woridkWJM ietj soon be filled. wiOi trouble. 
Exery. where people will experience misfortunou L 
apnoupce it to you before-hand. The shepherd mik 
forpake his flpck ; the sheep will be dispersed. Ha 
will oppress another land, and the nations will rise, 
up in arms. 

*< You will' learn very soon that a part of the 
ifodd is in oonfiliion^ ^hat the ohiefe of nations 
Kfe arn\ed ope. agaiost another. The earth- will be* 
overawed witli. blood* Yoil.wiU hear of the death 
€/ several sovefeifUPt. they giro tbemseiws. up io 
lojuiry y they live ia pleassres^ but at last one. o^ 
tfiem will fall and nMke an unhappy end. 

*• A).l tbe^ercnts of thiicentsry have been fere- 



^Q, ao^ 9P .cefitiiiy h^ l)e^i| OJiftiii^isl^d .fry iip 
mimjr prodigiea* but the ensaiog will be filled ;iiri;|^ 
much |;reater still, 

« The fire is ldo,4Ied» tl^a mment if eome, Uip 
MahflUnetaD » £oip|; tq C^ll. Asia and AfWqi f^e 
tta^geriQ^ { fear pursues theiB» aod tf^^j ^t^ |k 
Ijli^pse of the fate that awaits the^i. 

ff j:hp crqsf pf Jem Clm^t pb^l i»^ let vp^ Md 
$ri|iixiph ia t^p^e y^st ppoQtntK vi^rf U has bfum so 
^P9 disjipsed. TiJiVBP lfsi\t^^ will hecwBie agaiii 
^fi Bi^9^ fc^^um^te o^nyttrjr on the eafili ^ it ibAli te 
4^ pjs^tff) pf that faith of w|ii^ it vaa the atadto, 
f^ fi;Q9^ tfiepce ^Uh fiill sptead ibielf alloTev the 
,^itfth* All the p^pplp wiU embraoe iti Tbewprkl 
viU l^coipp ag^ia vbat it was ia tb« heghiniog. 
The ci^ighteued Jevs wlU embvaoe the Catholio£»itii«' 
All peo^h wi41 aokaowledge Qod^ the only true (2od* 
Thej^ will ^ guidfd b^r one -Oft^. Pastor, and g^ 
ff med bj ooe sple faster* 

*y The second Zion bat contcibuted the most to 
misg^ttide the spirits of men. She has introdaced new 
Gentilss still more monstrous than those who have 
xeigtied upon the eavth. She onlj wants the stAtues 
of the Gods to resemble the ancient times. Yei^ 
Uuiy have been replaced by these oafoial divinities to 
^vahioh tbey render a sacrllegioua adoratton, and 
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. , . . . » . . 

layish an iDcense to them which they refuse to 

God. 

'* The end of this centarj wiU be a series of ca* 
'laoii4ies for the people. Very few men are struck 
wf tfa the rapid decline of the present age. All the 
nations will be enlightened to see their dangerous er- 
rors. Thej will acknowledge how «ineh cbeVltaye 
Ibeenyddoeived bj the masters who have instructed 
cthem» and they will be desolated at the tiKra|fbffl of ^ 
f baying-- lost to precious a treasure, for bavhig be- 
:lkfed: such rascals. But at tbe marked time how 
,many- errors will they not abjure, when our children 
every wb^re, in the name of God, shall make their 
.impioiis and monstrona errors disappear !— And thov, 
.Crtfloent, who so- much at this day applaudest thf^ 
- .selfff the lustre with which tliou shiaest is soon te be 
eclipsed « — thy unjust conquests have long enough 
■jum out the time of thy empire, and thy power 
from one pole to another is far enou^ extended* 
(Thou dost not suspect >that. thy ruin is so near, 'aod^ 
thou dost not know him who is growing up to op^ 
rate it. • . 

. • «MIere is the time in which God will break the 
laws made by the children of the earth. . Here it the 
ttime wherein he will reprove the science of mea, and 
befe is the time pf his justice. . Thif is the time ^at 
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%e must believe all those who aonouDce the 'new rei^n 
of the Lord ,"for his spirit is with them. 

*' The agfes have oot now long to lioger for the 
accomplishment of the promises of 'the Eternal.— - 
The Eternal calls the times which walk ia the sha« 
•dews and-dajs of darkness, without light and without 
■ttrensthy' to cofine and changie the face of the worlil; 
and oommenoe his new reig^n. Tliis is. the t^tfie of th^ 
new Heayens and the new Earth. 

•* The Eteraal has spoken, I shall ' simplify all 
things for the happiness of my elect. The moment 
is at hand when the conrasion of languages shall no 
more he an obstacle to the knowledge of the truth. ' 

** When the impious and Jiis stperfo eagle in hit 
Anrj will dare to declare war against the God of Hea^ 
▼en, everything will give wajr immediately to his 
'pxfit. Herwitl dare to make Tictims forhimseff 
amon^ the sahiti whom Heayen has chosen ; he will 
dare to profane their asylums, to appropriate to faim- 
•elf the gifts of the Eternal hy the blackest of crimes, 
and by his sudoess strengthening his pride he will be* 
Ileve himself master of the world. Then-^then— 
Heaven will stop him : a feeble child will subdue bis 
Talour, and his fall will testifjr that in the sight of 
the Eternal there is no other power hut the power of 
Jut arm. 



** Alreftd/ the meameis filled ; alreacly thf iiip|9 
are acoomplished, ai)4 the rei^^ii vf the Wpr4 is* %t 
h^id.. Terror mil precede to enlighten the blind 
whp (1^0 a^tra^i tP humble th^ obsUaate bi(g;b-0uukd 
m^n, i|Dd (o ponisb tbe impious," 

Tkes/Si aire pq commoft ptppbeciea* Hoi» 
Jiesi fiuaaticism kaa had no share ia ii»iBtt« 
lacturing them. Vague as the language 
necessarily is, there is an end and aim in 
it not to be mistaken; and it is almQ$t 
gta,rtling to observe bow much of what wa3 
de^ign^ has tai;ea plage, »nd how muclf 
imay stiU be apjAl^ t.Q those iounediate 

Ampng these eommunioations ^^ For th« 
B^efit and Instruction a( all Mankind/.* 
are others which are addressed to Wright 
and Bryan, and to those who, like themi 
were the unsuspecting tools of the society. 
I copy them with their cyphers and fprms, 

February 9, 17 89, 
]I. W* We supplicate tbee to give us thy orden 
about the two Englishmen B. and W. who arrifed 
here on Thursday the 19tb instaat. 



tLEVthAVid^^ Air AYf^NOK. Sll^ 

jintwer, 
thou who walkett before tHem to show thetn the 
way, Son of the Voice, tell them that verj soon the in* 
•traction will grow in their soiils^ thej will believe it 
and love it. Then, Son of the Voice, t shall let thee 
know what Heav^en ordains about their fate* 

Mareh 18, ]7S^. 
B3r2. 1.9. 
' II. W. Let me know the moment ill irhitb II. alii 
Wv sbottld be ooMeerated. 

• • • 

Son of the Voice, fidelitjand happiness will in the. 

first instance be the fruit of their union, the second 

will fill them with love and seal. The moment 

hasten that is to call them near to us and to you* 

SoQie things seem to have been inserted 
in their journal in coodtescension to the, 
weaker brethren, who required to be amus** 
ed. Such as the following instances:-*- 

In the month of June^ 1789> we received a let. 
t«r firora the Union at ttomt, irtiich informed us thai 
tbe weather was aa cald thete ai it is in England id' 
the month of Janoaijr, and the JbcltilKffel BtfphtfeY 



• ^ 

aiked the bretbreii and siiters if the cold made them 
uneasj, and said, Ha?e a little patience, and the w«a« 
the.r will be warmrenoogh. 

*' The 17 th of Jane, 1789, we reoeiTed a letter 
froin the Union at Biome, in which thej infonned us 
of a sister, the daaghterof a. Turk, whom Brother 
Brimmore baptized at Silesia, in the dominions of 
Ihe kin^ of Prussia, between ten and fifteen jean 
n^o i after haTing lired some time in the enjoyment 
of the Christian foith, she was suddenly taken bjr 
her father, and carried to Alexandria in Egypt *, 
which is in the dominions of the Turk^ whe»e she lirr 
ed with her father in much soirow and trouble* Af- 
ter her father was dead she was ordered by the Arch- 
ang^el Baphael-to dress herself in a soIdier^s dress, 
and fly into a Christian country ; which she did, and 
got aboard a Spftnish ship, and from this date has 
b6en between two and three months at sea/' 

But thdugh 'the society occasionally ac- 
commodated itself to the capacity of tbe 
treaker brethren, its oracles were more 
frequently delivered to correct trOuUesoiiie 

• - • • '. ■ 

, * Alexandria would naturally be thus distinguished, 
at Ayignon-rthis, therefore, h good piroof of tbea«- 
thenticitTof the book. 
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opedulitj, or repress morQ,tn>HbIesome, 
doubts. 

-Quettian* 
April 12, 1789. 
H« W. Theahree knocks which ]. 4. 7. heani in 
the oight^ was it anj tbin|^. supernatural ? 

Answer* " ^ ' ' 

To 2. 1.9. 
. Ask DO more questions, if thqu has t Bone to nake 
of more importance. 

QueiUon^ 
April 14, 1789. 
H. W. If it please (hee, 1 • 4. 7. would be glad t« 
know if the offeriQg wbic|i he. made on the mountain 
was acceptable to tbe Lo.rd: his God ? 

AfUWCTm 

If Wisdom hath called tWe, if Wisdom bath been 
tlij guide, mjson^ whyddst'thofi 'sidp? Leave to 
^ Crod the cAf e of ih V condaet $ forget — forget thy. 
self in approaching to him, afiid hit light will en- 
Ugbien tbf soul, and: thy spirit shall no more make 
fhe law. -Believe*— believe, my son, thM deeOity ii 
ttfe v^ whtcb leadecb to knowledge | thut widi love 
and -simplicity, thou sbalt.havecneihii^ lo fear fri>m 
the sBsres of Hell,'«nd 4hat Hetfiw .cimbot lead thct 



thee thy route. 

•jttijr 8, nsg/ 

' if. iJr. I .' 4.^ i. ^'r^y^ td kilow if it is the Will 
of HeaTen tkdi tie ihonli cautfe his wife to come 
with Ducbe to be consecrated i 

Afisvoer. 
' fi^^atetf iM ftty mdtiVe^ % tfbA, atiid ^js^ves 
thy zeal ; but iu order that it may tak^ piaeS 
• ««««««»***«• do DOt thi&k of it} thy hope is 

vain. 

A^\l6t 1789. 
' 1. 2. 3. pi«y^ tHfr H. W. to let hhti kAoW if (he 
Eternal has accepted of his incense? 

• * Jntmer* 

. Hapbiel 18 the ipirit whicb^ thy heart followed^ 
my SOB, irtien thou oasiest into these coantrieB to 
seek for ^(msoce' and vest » hut the spirit whi^GMk- 
Met tb|t.ideft » nbt the spfrit •! RaphaeU Mia^ 
«mtt« iotf thtttiart caUed, Oie fattier of IkH. ShI^ibM 
tfij . s^hpit io' mj ytiU^ Bdiete— hiellete, mj s«% 
ndtfagr God fot^i^m'^h^t «bA tfaeli tl^ ifteense it 
MriqpW^ ttd' ti^ svtaitai ivUl e6ver th^ vitk 1^^ 
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August II, 1789. 
for the B.* 12 April, 1756. Of 1.2. Ss 
C. 24 March. 
April !• N. 

If the ardour which animates thee girei at last t« 
thj heart oyer thj spirit the victorj and the empire; 
if thjT desire renonnces to discover, before the time, 
the secret of the mjrsteries which simple reason is 
not able to conceiye, nothing can, mj son, convej 
an obstacle to that happiness which awaits thee« 

Walli without fear, and chase from thj soul the de^ 
ceiving spirit who wants to lead thee astraj. Be- 
lieve — believe, mj son, everjr thing that I reveal ,t« 
our elect in the napfie of the Eternal, and tha Eternal 
will make thee the forerunning instrument of his 
glorjr in the places where his clemency wants to par- 
don those of thj nation, whom the enemj seduces bj 
his prestiges. 

Question, 
August 21, 178Q. 
• ]< 4. 7. prays the H. W. to inform him if it is 
the will of Heaven for him also to return with 
1.2. 3. > 



• 1. 4. 7. and 1. 2. 3. seem to meafl the two £nglui|i« 
men* H. W. is evidently Htlj Wori, 
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Answer, 

Yet. Son cabled, tboii cAnst ^et hearken io what 

I have to taj unto thee. Thy fate ts in tbj h^ds. 

It will be ^reat if thoa makest haste to offtr to thj 

God ivlMy ohoosetlh th^ tJkt Tain effortfl of a useless 

knowltdse, *frhefi it isoal^ necessary to obcr. For- 

Set-^-«-lbrf et thy knowledge s it fati^es tkj spirits, 

it hurts thy heiirt, and rttanis froin thy soal the in- 

flmeoeeof Hqjiven, Renoance, in fine, to searah 

into the suMiae mysteries of thy God. Be- 

)iefer-^Mieif«, and the Sternal will Mess thy re^ 

• turn, and tby tiokpXkiij will eonfon«d the knowiedffc, 

! the pride, and the prepossession of the senseless 

BiaSy wbo belie veth in his own wisdom Dmoh nwre 

tfaa» in the wisdom of hrs God. 

« 

The subject h so curious tbat I think 
you will be pleased to see the character of 
this mysterious society further exemplified 
by a few of the sentences, moral' maxims^ 
and spiritual instructions, which they de- 
livered as from Heaven. The first is suiF- 
ficiently remarkable : — 

«* Woe to him wiio dares to cover a lie wilh'the 
sacred name of the Eternal t ^ 
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« One Tiiy of figfllt k not tlie entire light. 

*' A wise man it sifenft when be oagbt to be so^ 
** It 18 to the simple of heart that the ^Uenal 
wlH ^raiit the wisdom of (he Spirit. 

" The night was before the day,, the dajr ig. b«- 
Ibre the night. 

** When God commands, he who consulteth dons 
not obey. 

** He who waliceth alone ^aslly gees astmy. 

<( To doubt, Is that belieTing ? and to tremble, 
Is that to hope i 

** He who thinks himself wise lies to himself^ 
deceires himself, goeth astray, and knoweth no- 
thing. 

*< Shall man tremble when God-snpports him ? 

« 

** The repentance of the wise is in his works, 
that df the fool in his tears. 

« The child of man thinks of man, the child of 
God thinks of God; he must forget every thing 
else. 

''Fear leads our spirit astray j by laying a 
wreight upon our days it overtams wisdom, it intimit 
dates nature^ and the painful seeds of uneasiness and 
anguish take part in oqr hearts. 

'* Heaven explains itself suflScieotly when it in* 
spires. 

1.2 
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** Wilt thou neyer hear mjf word with the eart 
•f thj fouly and wilt thou never oTertum the idol 
of mistmst that is in thj heart? 

** The Lord has placed the kej of his treasure 
■nder thecup of bitterness. 

«* The ark of God cooFejs death to those who 
make ose of false kejrs. 

" Who is that man, saith the Lord, that will not 
abandon his heart to me when 1 have promised .to 
guide it? 

*' I am One, and all that is in me is One. 

« Remember, and remember well, that the .Word 
is but One for him who desires to comprehend ; and 
there would be no more mysteries for man but fortbe 
yanitj of bis heart, and the follj of his undersu^ad* 
mg. ' • . , 

'* Is it in the tumult of the world that the Toice 
•f the Most High can enter into the heart ? 

** Do not attach anjr importance to jour opinions: 
Of what aval] to your fate are jour yerj weak ideas? 

** Forget all, O our friends, except Heaven and 
jourselyes^ to obej onlj what Ueayen prescribes to 
you.*' 

This narrative, and these extracts, re- 
quire no comment. They prove incontest- 
ably the existence of a society of political 
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Jesuits ; tbey prove also, that however 
little may have been the religion of these 
men themselves, thej were convinced how 
indispensably necessary it was for man- 
kind; and that, instead of plotting to 
break up ttie system of social order by de* 
stroying faith and morals, faith was the 
engine which they employed to prepare 
society for some imaginary amelioration, 
forgetting that nothing which is founded 
upon delusion can be permanent. 
- The two Englishmen remained at Avi- 
gnon six months^ and were then informed 
by the Spirit that they might return*. The 
brethren supplied them with money, so 
that they went back with, more comfort 
than'they came, and had a handsome sum 
left when they landed in England, where 
they both returned to their former employ- 
ments, expecting the accomplishment of 
the mighty changes which had been fore- 
told. The Revolution brake out. — They 
who had raised the storm could not di- 
rect it : they became its victims— and 
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knavery reaped nvhat fanaticism bad sown, 
as they vfho lag in the assault eater the 
bleach over the bodies of the brave vrho 
Jiave won the passage for them. What 
became of the Avi^on society Heaven 
knows. The honest dupes whom they had 
sent abroad 5 fully prepared to welcome any 
novelty as the commencement of the Mil- 
lennium^ were left to their own directioD. 
A king of the Ilebrevvs appeared in Eng* 
landj and Wright and Bryan were, as you 
may suppose, among the first to acknow- 
ledge him. They imagined that the ap- 
pointed time was come, and published 
these secrets of the society which they had 
been ord^ed to keep concealed. Of the 
King of the Hebrews iiv my next. 
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Account of Richar^ Brothers. 

JVl Y former letters must have shown ymi 
that these English, whom we are accu'slom* 
ed to consider as an unbelieving people, are 
in reality miserably prone to superstition ; 
, yet you will perhaps be surprised at the 
mjw instance which- 1 am about to relate. 

Tliere started up in London^ about the 
beginning of the late war, a new pseudo- 
prophet, whose name was Richard Bro« 
timers, and who called himself King of the 
Hebrews^ and Nephew of God. He taught , 
that all existing souls had been created at 
the same time with Adam, and his systenn 
was, that they had all lived with him in Pa- 
radise, and all fallen with him in conse- 
quence of their joint transgression ; for all 
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things which they saw and knew were ui 
God, and indeed were God, and they de- 
sired to know something besides God^ in 
which desire they were indulged, fatally 
for themselves, for the only thing which is 
not God is Evil. Evil was thns intro- 
duced, and they for their punishment cast 
into hell, that is to say, upon this present 
earth ; and in this hell they have remained 
from that time till now, transmigrating* 
from one human body to another. But 
the terra of their punishment is now draw- 
ing towards its close : the consummation 
of all things is at hand, and every one will 
then recover the recollection of all the 
scenes and changes through which he has 
passed. This knowledge has already been 
vouchsafed in part to Brothers himself^ 
and it is thus that he explained the extra- 
ordinary relationship to the Almighty 
which he laid claim to, asserting that in 
the days of our Lord, he was the son of 
James, the brother of Christ. You know 
the heretics, in their hatred to virginity 
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and to Mary the most pure, maintain that 
when Christ's brethren are mentioned in 
the Gospels^ the word is to be understood 
in its literal and carnal senses consequent- 
ly he was then the Nephew of the second 
Person in the Trinity. 

Human fancy, it has been said, cannot 
imagine a monster whose constituent parts 
are not all already in existence; it is nearly 
as impossible for a new heresy to be now 
devised, so prolific has human error been. 
This metempsychosis not only bears a ge- 
neral resemblance to that doctrine as held 
by the Orientals and by Pythagoras, but 
has been lidd in this peculiar heretical 
'form by the old heretic Barules, and by 
the Flagellants of the fourteenth and fif- 
teenth centuries. 

Brother^ had been a lieutenant in the 
slivy, and was known to be insane ; but 
when a madman -t^ls himself inspired, 
from that moment the disorder becomes 
infectious. The society at Avignon had 
unintentionally trained up apostles for this 

l5 
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man. Wright and Bryan bad now for 
some years been looking for the jkingdon 
of Christ, and teaching all within the 
circle of their influence to expect the sniae 
pronaised day. Of what had been aonoaiic- 
ed to them, much bad been top truly ac- 
complished. The world was indeed filled 
With troubles and dissension, the fire was 
kindled, the thrones of Europe were 
shaken, and one of its kings had been 
brought to an unhappy end, according 
fo the prediction. The laws made by the 
children of the eartk were broken, the 
reign of terror was begun, and the times 
disastrous to the full measure of their pro- 
phecies. They had been instructed to look 
for a miraculous detivecer and I<ord of the 
earth, and here was one who laid claim to 
the character. There were, however, 
some difllculttcs. At Avignon they had 
been informed, that fie who wae to be the 
lieader of the Faithful, and to overtlurow 
the kingdoms of the world, was at that 
time twelve year^old, and living at Rome; 
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even bis name had been revealed *. Nei- 
ther in this, nor in age, nor country, did 
Bmthers answer the prophecy. One of 
these men therefore decided in his o\¥ir 
mind that h« was an impostor; he^rentto 
see him, with a full belief that whether he 
was so or not would be revealed to hint 
during the intervieWj and he took a knife 
with him, with which, if his suspicions had 
been confinned, he was resolved to deliver 
him such a message from the Lord as 
Ehud carried to the king of Eglon. 
Luckily for both parties, Brothers^ who 
little knew the dangerous trial he was un* 
dergoing, supported his part so wdl, that 
the desperate fanatic was converted. 

Tlte new King of the Hebrews had not 
perhaps a single Jew among his believers.- 

* At the ninth jear, the children shall be solemn- 
1/ oterccl to trie Mother of God at Genntzaosi at 
that time ^rou mill already have made the barbariau- 
faelthe bk>w« that j'oa are to gjve them. Yet i at. 
that age, <o verj tender, jonited to Jou two and tQ 
others, Charles will take up for the first time his arms ^ 
the glor^r of his name shall spread every where. 

l6 
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These people^ nvbo have in old times suf- 
fered ^ell uigh as severely for their credu- 
lity in &lse Messiahs as for tbair vgection 
of Ihe true one, are less disposed to lend 
ear to such dekisions now than in any 
former time, and here than in any other 
country . Here they hare no amelioration of 
their condition to wish for;, the free exercise 
of their religion is permitted^ what they 
gain they enjoy in security, and are pro* 
tected by the state without the trouble of 
self-defence. The flesh pots of England 
are not less delicious than those of Egypt, 
and a land flowing with milk and honey 
not so attractive for the sons of the Syna* 
gogue as onQ which abounds with old 
qlothes for the lower order, and loans and 
contracts for their wealthier brethren. The* 
ktnd of promise oflTers nothing so tempting 
to them as scrip and omniiun. The King 
of the Hebrews therefore was not acknow- 
kdged by any of his own people ; his 
scheme of pre-existence helped him out of 
this difficulty. He could tell if any per«^ 



son liad been a Jew in any fonner stage of 
being, and even of what tribe: that of 
Judah, as the most favoured^ he bestowed' 
Uberally upon his believers, and those* 
whom he hoped to convert. He informed 
Mr. Pitt by letter that he was a Jew, some' 
of the royal family were in like manner de«^ 
clared to bejews, and J.'s friend received 
from Bryan the same flattering assurance. 
Besides the prophets from Avignon, 
Brothers succeeded in making two other 
useful and extraordinary disciples. Tlie 
one, an engraver of first-rate skill in his 
art) who published a masterly portrait 
of him, with these words underneath^ 
JTully believing this to be the man whom 
God hath appointed^ I engrave his likeness.- 
This was to be seen in all the print-^hops^ 
Mr. Halhed was the other of these con* 
yerts, a member of the house of commons, 
and one of the profoundest oriental scho- 
lars then living. This gentleman was in 
the early part of his life an unbeliever, and 
kad attempted to invalidate the truths of 
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holy writ by arguments- deduced frcw 
Indiaa chxoaokogy. The study of Indian 
mythology brought him back to Chriatia* 
mty^ and by a strange penrersipn of intel- 
lect, the Tirimourtee of the Hindoos con* 
yinced him of the doctrine of the Trinity ; 
and as he recovered his fdith he lost hts 
wits. To the astonishment of the world 
he published a pamphlet avowing his b^ 
lief that Richard Bri^thers was the Lion of 
the Tribe of Judah, and that in him the 
proj^hecies were speedily to be fulfilled. 

Brothers wrote letters to the king and 
to all the members of both houses of par- 
liament, calling upon them to .give ear to 
the word of God, and prepare for the 
speedy establishment of his kingdom upon 
earth. He announced to his believers his 
intention of speedily setting out for Jeru- 
salem to take possession of his metrop<dis, 
and invited them to accompany him. 
Some of these poor people actually shut up 
Abw shops, forsook their business and 
their fiunilios, and travelled from dktani 
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parts of Uie coantry to liondon to join him» 
rjkI depart yriih him whefiever he gave the 
word. Bdfore be went, he said^ he wouTd 
proye the truth of his mission by a public 
miracle ; be would throw down his stiek 
in the Strand at noon day, and it should 
become a serpent ; and he affirmed that he 
bad already made the experiment and sue* 
cessfuUy performed it in private. A mani- 
feit falsehood this, but*, not |i wilful one ; 
in like manner he said that he had sedi 
the Devil walking leisurely up Tottenham>-v 
Court*road ;— •the man was evidently in 
such a state of mind that his waking dreams 
ware mi^aken for realities. He threatened 
London with an earthquake because of its 
unbelief^ and at length named the day when 
the city should be destroyed. Many per- 
sons left town to avoid this threatened ca- 
lamity ; the day passed by, be claimed 
the merit of having prevailed in prayer aod 
obtained a respite^ and fixed anothefr. 

The business was becoming serious: 
all the madmen and eathudiasts in C!ng- 
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l^nd, a land wherein there is never an j 
lack of them, made a common cause with 
this King of the Hebrews. Pamphlets in- 
his^ favour swarmed from the press ^ the 
prophecy of some old heretic was raked up, 
which fixed the downMlof the church as 
destined now to be accomplished ; and the 
number of the Beast was explained by 
•Ludovicus XVI. One madman printed 
his dreams, another his day-visions { one 
had seen an angel come oiit <^ the son 
with a drawn sword in his hand, another 
had seen fiery dragons in the air, and hosts 
of angels in battle array : these signs and 
tokens were represented in rude engravings, 
and the lower classes of people, to whose 
capacity and whose hungry superstition 
they were addressed, began to believe that 
the seven seals were about to be opened,, 
and all the wonders in the Apocalypse 
would be displayed. Government at last 
thought fit to interfere, and committed 
Brothers to the national hospital for mad- 
mm. Mr. Halhed made a speech in par— 
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liament upon this occasion, the most ex- 
traordinary perhaps thatever was delivered 
to a legislative assembly. It was a calm 
and logical remonstrance agninst the ille- 
gality and unreasonableness of their pro- 
ceedings. They had imprisoned this per- 
son as a madman, he said, because he an- 
nounced himself as a prophet ; but it was 
incumbent upon them to have fairly exa- 
mined his {»etensions, and ascertained 
their truth or falsehood, before they had 
proceeded against him in this manner. 
Brothers had appealed to the Holy Scrip- 
tures, the divine authority of which that 
Iioase acknowledged ; he appealed also to 
certain of his own predictions as contained 
in the letters which he had addressed to 
the king and his ministers ;— -let them 
be produced, and the question solenmly 
investigated as its importance deserved. 
According to the rules of the house of 
dommons, no motion can be debated 
or put to the vote, unless it be second- 
ed ; Mr. Halhcd found no one to second 
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him, and his proposal was thus sileuily 
aegatlved. 

Thus easily and effectually was this wild 
heresy crushed. Brothers continued to 
threaten earthquakes, fix days for them» 
and prorogue them after the day was past ; 
but his influence wajs at an end. The 
people had lost sight of him ; and being 
no longer agitated by signs and tokens^ 
dreams and denunciations, they forgot 
hirH. A &w of his steadier adherents per« 
sisted in their belief, and comforted lun^ 
and themsdves ' by reminding him of Da« 
niei in the lions' den, and of Jeremiah ia 
tlie dungeon. He. was lucky enough to 
find out better consolation for himsel£ 
There was a female lunatic in the same 
hospital, whom he discovered to be the de* 
stined Queen of the Hebrews ; and as such 
announced her to the world. At present 
he and his chosen partner of the throne of 
David are in daily expectation of a miracu- 
lous deliverance, after which they are tg 
proceed to Jerusalem to be crowned, ' aad 
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conimence their reign. Plans and eleva- 
tions of their palace and of the new Tem- 
ple have Ijecn made for them, and are now 
being engraved for the public; and -in 
these dreams they will probably continue 
as long as they live. Upon madmen of 
this stamp, experience has as little effect as 
helleboie. ^ Their tlioughts of the future 
are so delightful that they forget the pasti 
and are well nigh' insensible to the present^ 
just as all other objects near or distant ap- 
pear darkened to him who has been look« 
ing at the sun. Their hope has neither 
fear nor doubt to allay it, and its intensity 
Ipives tliem a joy which could scarcely be 
exceeded by its aocomplishiiieiit. 
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Account of Joimna Souihcott. 

xs the early part of the thirteenth centurjr 
there appeared an English virgin in Italy, 
beautiful and eloquent, who affirmed that 
the Holy Ghost was incarnate in her for 
the redemption of women, and she bap- 
tized women in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of herself. Her body was 
carried to Milan and barnt there. An 
arch-heretic of ihe same sex and country 
is now establishing a sect in England, 
founded upon a not dissimilar and equally 
portentous blasphemy. The name of this 
woman is Joanna Southcott ; she neither 
boasts of the charms of her forerunner, 
nor needs th^m. Instead of having an eye 
#liich can fascinate, and a tongue which 
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can persuade to error by glossing it with 
sweet discourse, she is old^ vulgar^ and il- 
literate. In all the innumerable yolumes 
which she has sent into the world, there 
are not three connected sentences in se« 
quence, and the language alike violates 
common sense and common syntax. Yet 
she has her followers among the educated 
classes, and even among the beneficed 
clergy. " If Adam," she says, *^ had re- 
fused listening to a foolish ignorant wo- 
man at first, then man might refuse listen- 
ing to a foolish ignorant woman at last!" 
— ^and the argument is admitted_by her 
adherents. When we read in romance 
of enchanted fountains, they are described 
as flowing with such clear and sparkling 
waters as tempt the traveller to thirst; 
here, there may be a magic in the draughty 
but he who can taste of so foul a stream 

• 

must previously have lost his senses. The 
filth and the abominations of demoni- 
acal witchcraft are emblematical of such 
delusions; not the golden goblet and\ 
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bewitching allurements of Circe and Ar- 
mida. 

The patitot and resolute obedience with 
which I have collected for you some ac- 
count of this woman and her system, from 
a pile of pamphlets half a yard high, m\\, 
I hope, be imputed to me as a merit. Had 
the heretics of old been half as voluminbos, 
and half as dull, St. Eplphanius would ne- 
ver have persevered through his task. 

She was born in Devonshire about the 
middle of the last century, and s«ems to 
have passed forty yc|p.rs of her life in honest 
industry, sometimes as a servant, at otheh 
working at the upholsterers' business, with- 
out any other symptom of a disordered in- 
tellect than that she was zealously attached 
to the Methodists. These pd6ple were 
equally well qualified to teach her the arts 
of imposture, or to drive her mad ; or io 
produce in her a hapjpy mixture rfcrazi- 
ness and knavery, ingredients which in 
sucb cases are usually found in combina- 
tion. She mentions in her books a preacK^ 
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cr who frequcRted her master's hcmse, 
and, according to her ax:coant, liyed in 
hfibits of adnltery with the wife, trying at 
the same time to debauch the daughter, 
while the husband vainly attempted ixy se- 
duce Joanna herself. This preacher used 
to terrify all who heard him in prayer, and 
make them shriek out convulsirdy. He 
said that he had sometimes, at a meeting, 
made the whole congr^ation lie stiff upon 
the floor till he had got the eyil spirits out 
of them; that there never was a man so. 
highly favoured of God as himself;, that 
he would not thank God to make him any 
thing, unless he made him greater than 
any man upon earth, and gave him power 
above all men ; and he boasted, upon hear- 
ing the death of one who had censured 
him, that he had fasted and prayed three 
days and three nights, .beseeching God to 
take vengeance upon ttiht man ana send 
htm to eternity. Where such impious 
bedlamites as this are allowed to walk 
abroad^ it is not to be wondered at that 
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madness should become epidemic. Joanna 
Soutbcott lived in a house vrhich this man 
frequented, and where, notwithstanding 
his in&mous life, his pretensions to super- 
.natural gifts were acknowledged, and he 
was accustomed to preach and pray. The 
servants all stood in fear of him. She 
says he had no power over her, but she 
used to think the room was full of spirits 
when he was in prayer ; and he was so 
haunted that he never could sleep in a 
. room by himself, for he said his wife came 
every night to trouble him : she was per- 
plexed about him, fully believing that 
he wrought miracles, and wondering bj 
what spirit he wrought them. After she 
became a prophetess herself, she discover- 
ed that, this Sanderson was the false pro- 
phet in the Revelations, who is to be takai 
with the Beast, and cast alive with him 
into k lake of burning brimstone. 

Four persons have written to Joanna 
upon the subject of her pretended mission, 
each calling himself Christ! One Mr. 
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Leacb, a Methodist preacher, told her to 
go to the Lord in his namcy and tell the 
Lord that Aesaic? her writings were inspired 
by the Devil. These circqmstances show 
how commonly delusion, blasphemy, and 
madness are to be found in this country , 
and may lessen our wonder at the phrenzy 
t)f Joanna and her followers. Her own 
career began humbly, with prophecies con- 
cerning the weather, such as the popular 
English almanacks contain, and threats 
concerning the fate of Europe and the 
successes of the French, which were at 
that time the speculations of every news- 
paper, and of every ale-house politician. 
Some of these guesses having chanced to 
be right, the women of the family in 
which she then worked at the upholstering 
business began to lend ear io her, and she 
ventured to submit her papers to the judg- 
ment of one Mr. Pomeroy^ the clergyman 
whose church she attended in Exeter. He 
listened to her with timid curiosity, rather 
wanting coutage than credulity to hecom^ 
VOL*; in. u 
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her dwcipli*; received from her certain 
scaVd prophecies which were at some fu- 
ture time to be opened, when, as it would 
be seen that they hud l)een accomplished, 
they would prove the truth of hcT inspira- 
tion ; and sanctioned, or seemed to sanc- 
tion, her design of publishing her call to 
the world. But in this publication his 
own'narae appeared, and that in such a 
manner as plainly to imply, that if he had 
not encouraged her to print, he had not 
endeavoured to prevent her from so doing. 
His eyes were immediately opened to his 
own imprudence^ whatever they may hav# 
been to the nature of her call, and he ob- 
tained her consent to insert an advertise^ 
ment.in the newspaper with her signature, 
stating that he had said it was the work 
of the Devil. But here the parties are at 
issue: as the advertisement was worded, it 
signifies that Mr. Pomeroy always siaid her' 
calling was from the Devil i on the otha* 
hand, Joanna and her witnesses protest that 
what she had signed was mei^ly aa acknow- 
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feif^ment that Mr. Pomcroy bad said, af- 
t»r her book was printed, the Devil bad in- 
&ti<^ated her to print his name in it-. * This 
would not be worthy of mention, if it were 
not for the very extraordinary situation 
into which this gentleman has bfoaght 
himself. Wishing to be clear of the con* 
nection in which he bad so unluckily en- 
gaged, he burnt the sealed papers which 
had been intrusted to his care. From that 
time all the Joannians, who are now no in- 
considerable number, regard him as the 
&rch-apostate. He is the Jehoiakim who 
burnt Jeremiah's roll of prophecies ; he is 
their Judas Iscariot, a second Lucifer, son 
of the Morning. They call upon him to 
-produce these prophecies, which she boldly 
asserts, and they implicitly believe, have 
all been fulfilled, and therefore would con- 
Tince the world of the truth of her mis- 
sion. In vain does Mr. Fomeroy ansi^n 
that he has burnt these mdiappy papers :— - 
in an unhappy hour for himsdf did he 
burn them ! Day after day long letten afe 
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dispatched to him^ sometimes from Joanna 
herself, sometimes from her brother, some* 
times from one of her four-and-twenty . 
elders, filled with exhortation, invective, 
texts of scripture, and denunciations of the 
Lawinthis world and theDevilin thenext ; 
and these letters the prophetess prints, fo^ 
this very sufficient reason— -that all her 
believers purchase them. Mr. Pomeroy 
sometimes treats tkem with contempt, at 
other times he appeals to their compassion^ 
and beseeches them, if they have any 
bowels c^ Christian charity, to have com- 
passion on him, and let him rest, and no 
longer add to the inconceivable and irre^ 
parable injuries which they have already 
occasioned him. If he is silent, no matter, 
on they go, printing copies of all which 
.they write, and when he is worried into 
replying, his answers also serve to swell 
Joanna's books. In this manner is this 
poor man, because he has recovered his 
senses, persecuted by a crazy prophetess, 
and her four-and-twenty crazy elders^ who 
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seem determined not to desist, till, one way 
or other, they have made him as ripe for 
Bedlam as they are themselves. 

The books which she sends into the 
world are written partly in prose, partly 
in rhyme, all the verse, and the greater part 
of the proi^e, being delivered in the charac- 
ter of the Almighty ! It is not possible to 
convey any adequate idea of this unparal- 
leled and unimaginable nonjsense by any 
other means than literal transcript *. 'Her 
hand- writing was illegibly bad, so that at 
last she found it convenient to receive or- 
ders to throw away the pen, and ddiver 
her oracles orally; and her words ffaw 
from her faster than her scribes can write 
them down. This may be well believed, 
for they are mere words, and nothing dse t 
a rhapsody of textS; vulgar dreams and 
vulgar interpretations, vulgar types and 
vulgar applications : — ^the vilest string of 
words in the vilest doggerel verse, which has 

* Sceootoat tbe end of theletter^ 
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no other connection than x^hat the vilest 
rfajmes have suggested, she vents, and her 
followers receive, as the dictates of imipe- 
diate inspiration. A herd, however, was 
ready to devour this garbage as the bread of 
life. Credulity and Vanity are foul feeders. 
^ The clergy in her own neighbourhood 
were invited by her, by pr'vate letters, to 
exaipine her claims, but they treated hex 
invitation with contempt : the bishop also 
did not choose to interfere ; — of what avail, 
indeed, would it have been to have exa- 
mined her, when they had no power to 
silence her blasphemies ! She found be- 
lievers at a distance. Seven men came 
from different parts of th« country to «a- 
mine — ^that is — ^to believe in her; these 
were her seven stars ; and when at another 
time seven more arrived upon the samt 
wise errand,* she observed, in allusion to 
one of those vulgar sayings from which all 
her allusions are drawn, that her seven 
staiB were come to fourteen. Among 
ibesa early believers were three clergymen, 
^ne of them a man of fashion, fortune^ 
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and noUe family. It is not unlikdy that 
the woman at first suspected the state of 
her own intellects : her lett^a appear to 
indicate this ; they express a humble sub- 
misfiion to wiser judgments than her own ; 
and could she have breathed the first 
thoughts of delusion into the ear of some 
pious confessor, it is ^ore than probable 
that she would have soon acknowledged 
her error at his feet, and the phrensy which 
has now- infected thousands would have 
been cut off on its first appearance. But 
when she found that persons into wbos* 
society no<hing else could ever hare ele? 
yated her, listened to her with reverenoe, 
believed all her ravings,, and supplied her 
witb means and money to spread them 
abroad^ it is not to be wonderefl at if she 
went on more boldly; — the gainfulness of 
the trade soon silencing all doubts of tb« 
truth of her inspiratiom 

Some of her, foiBmost adherents west 
veterans in credulity : they have been ini- 
tiated in the mysteries of animal magnet- 

M 4 
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ism, had received spiritual circamcision 
from Brothers, and were thus doubly qua- 
lified for the part they were to act in this 
new drama of delusion . To accommodate 
ihem, Joanna confirmed the authenticity 
of this last fanatic's missionj and acknow« 
ledged him as King of the Hebrews,-Mbat 
she dropt his whole mythology. Her 
heresy in its main part is not new. The 
opinion that redemption extoided to men 
^only and not io women, had been held by 
a Norman in the sixteenth century, as 
^ycir as by tbe fair English heretic already 
mentioned. This man, in a book caUed 
< Virgo Fe/2ffa, maintained that a female Re- 
"deemer was necessary for thedaugbtefs o( 
•Eye, and announced an old w6mam of 
• VeniV;e of his acquaintance as the Sanour 
of her sex. Borddilius, a century ago, 
broached even a worse lieresy. In a wcnrk 
upon miracles, priflf^ at Parma, he taught 
that Women did not participate in ihe 
•atonement, because they were of a difl^nt 
"ipecies from man, and were incapable of 
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eternal life. Joanna and her followers are 
t6o ignorant to be acquainted with these 
her prototypes in blasphemy, and the 
whole merit of originality in her system 
must be allowed' her, as indeed she has 
exceeded her forerunners in the audacity of 
lier pretensions.. She boldly asserts that she 
is the Woman in the Revelations, who has 
the Moon under her feet, and on her head a 
crown of twelve stars. : the twelve stars be- 
ing her twelve Apostles, who with the se- 
cond dozen of believers make up her four-* 
and-twenty elders. In her visitation it was 
tcid her that the angels rejoiced at her 
-birth, because she was born to deliver 
both men and angels from the insults of 
the DeviL Let it be lawful for me to re- 
peat these blasphemies, holding them up 
to merited abhorrence. The scheme of 
redemption, she says, is completed in her^ 
and without her would be imperfect ; by 
woman came the fall of man, by woman 
•mustcomehisredemption: woman jducked 
"the evil fruit, and woman must pluck the 

M 5 
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good friiit ; if the Tree of Kaoi;i^Iedge wa» 
violated by Eve, the Troeof Ijifc is reserv- 
ed for Joanna. Eve Tvas a bone from 
Adam, she is a bane from Christ the se- 
cond Adam. She is the Bride, the pro- 
mised seed who is to bruise the Serpent's 
head; she it is who claims the promise 
made at the creation, tliat woman should 
be the helpmate of man, and by her the 
Creator fulfils that promise, and acquits 
Jiimself of the charge of having given to 
man the woman in vain. The evening star 
was placed in |he firmament to be her type. 
While she arrogates so much to herself, 
she is proportionately liberal to her fol- 
lowers : they have been appointed to the 
four-and-twenty eldershijK i and tp one of 
Ihem, when he died, a higher character 
was more blasphemously attributed: she 
assured his relations that he was gone ip 
plead the promises befcnre the Lord ; that 
to him was to be given the key of the bot- 
tomless pit, and that the time wds at hand 
when be should be seen descending in the 
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air,— for they kjiew not the meaning of 
our Saviour's words,when he said, " Yc 
shall see the Son- of Man comin*^ in the 
clouds', in power and great glory!** 

The immediate object of her call is to 
destroy the Deyll : of this the Devil was 
aware^ and that it might not be said he 
had had foul play^ a regular dispute of 
seven days was agreed on between him and 
Joanna, in which she was to be alone, and 
he to bring with him as many of the 
Powers of Darkness as he pleased : but he 
was not to appear visibly ; fdr, as he did 
not choose to make his appearance on a 
former occasion^ when some of her elders 
went to give him the meeting, but had dis- 
uppointed them, he was not to be permit- 
ted to manifest himself bodily now. The 
conditions were, that if she held out with 
argument against him for seven days, the 
Woman should befreed, and he fall ; but if 
she yielded, Satan's kingdom was to standi 
and a second fall of the human race would 
be the consequence. Accordingly, she went 

' M 6 
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al<me into a solitary honsfe for this eoiifer« 

ence. Joanna was her own secretary upon 
thi» occasion^ and the process- verbal of the 
conference has been printed, as literally 

. taken down ; for she was ordered to set 
down all his blasphemies, and show to ther 

. world what the language of Hell is. It is 
by^no means a polite language ; — ^indeed 
the proficiency which Satan displays is 
the vulgar tongue is surprising. 

Of all Joanna's boohs this is the most 
curious. Satan brought a firie^d with him, 

' and they made up a story for themselves 
which has some ingenuity. " It is written,'* 

. said they, ^^ Be still, and know that I am 
Gfod ;" this still worship did not suit Satan; 
he was a lively cheerful spirit, full of 

\^ mirth and gaiety, which the Lord could 
not bear, and therefore cast him out of 
Heaven. This, according to ApoUyon's 
account of Heaven, could have been no 
great evil. ^' Thou knowest," he says, " it 
is written of God, he is a consuming fire^ 
and who can dwell in everlasting burnings? 
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Our backs are not brass^ nor our sinews 
iron, to dwell with God in Heaven." Tiie 
Heaven therefore which men mistakingly 
desire, is in its nature the very Hell of 
which they are so much afraid; and it 
is sufficient proof of the truth of all this^ 
that the Devil invites them to make them* 
. selves happy and lead a gay life, agree* 
ably to hisown cheerful disposition, where- 
as religion enjoins self-denial, penitence, 
and all. things which are contrary to our 
natural inclinations. Satan accounted to 
Joanna for her inspiration by this solution : 
An evil spirit had loved her from her youth 
up, he found there was no other access to 
her heart than by means of religion i and, 
being himself able to foresee future events, 
imparted this knowledge to her in the cha- 
racter of a good spirit. This spirit, he 
.said, was one which she had been well aci- 
quainted with ; it was that of one Mr. 
FoUart, who had told her If she would not 
haye him for a husband he should die for 

* 

; her sake, and accordingly he had died. 
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Bat this deception had now been carried[ 
so far that Satan was angry, and thrtaten^d, 
unl^s she broke her seals and destroyed 
her writings, he would tear her in pieces. 
The conference terminated like most 
theological disputes. Both parties grew 
warm. ApoIIyon interfered , and endea- 
Toured to accommodate matters, but with- 
out effect, and Joanna talked Satan out of 
aHT patience. She gave him, as he truly 
complained, ten words for one, and al- 
lowed him no time to speak. All men, 
he said, were tired of her tongue already, 
and now she had tired the Devil. This 
was not unreasonable ; but he proceeded 
to abuse the whole sex, which would have 
been ungracious in any one, and in him 
was ungrateful. He said no man could 
tame a woman's tongue-— the sands of an 
hour-glass did not run faster — it was bet- 
ter to dispute with a thotlsand men them 
one woman. After this dispute she fasted 
forty days ; but this fast, which is r^arded 
by her believers as lo miraculous, was 
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moelj a Catholic Lent, ia which she ab* 
stained from fish as Yrell as flesh. 

The IMooa which is under her feet in the 
Revelations, typifies the Devil : for the 
moon, it seems, having power to give light 
bj night but not by day, is Satan's king- 
don^, and his dwGlUng«place ; he, I con* 
elude, being the very person commonly 
called the Man in the Moon; a conjecture 
of my own> which, you must allow, is 
strongly confirmed by his horns. Once^ 
when the Lord made her the same promise 
as .Herod had done to Herodias, she re- 
quested that Satan might be cut off from 
the face of the earth as John the Baptist 
had been. This petition she was instructed 
to write, and seal it with three seals, and 
carry it to the altar when she received the 
sacrament ! and a promise was returned 
that it should be granted. Iler dreams are 
usually of the Devil; Once she saw him ' 
like a pig with his mouth tied; at another 
time skinned his face with her nails after 
a fierce battle ; once she bit off his fingers^ 
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and thought the blood sweet, — and once 
she dreamt she had fairl j killed him . But 
neither has the promise of his destructioa, 
been as yet fulfilled, nor the dream accom* 
' plished. 

This phrensy would have been speedily 
Cured in our country ; bread and water, a so- 
litary cell, and a little wholesome discipline 
are specifics in such cases. Mark the differ-^ 
ence in England. No bishop interferes; 
she therefore boldly asserts that she has the 
full consent of the bishops to declare that 
her call is from God, because, having been 
called upon to disprove it, they keep silent.. 
She who was used to earn her daily bread 
by daily labour, is now taken into the 
houses of her -wealthy believers, regarded 
as the most blessed among women, car* 
ried from one part of England to another, 
and treated every where with reverence 
little less than idolatry. Meantime die- 
'tating books as fast as her scribes can write 
them down, she publishes them as fast a» 
Hhey are written, and the Joannians buy 
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them as fast as they are published. Nor 
is this her only trade. The seals in the 
Revelations furnished her with a happy 
hint. She calls upon all persons '' to sign 
their names fdr Christ's glorious and peaces 
able kingdom io be established and to 
come upon earth, and his will to be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven, and for 
Satan^s kingdom to be destroyed, which 
is the prayer and desire of Joanna South- 
cott." They who sign this arc io be sealed. 
Now if this temporal sealing, which is 
mentioned by St. John in the Revelations, 
had been understood before this time, men 
would have begun sealing themselves with* 
out the visitation ofthespiri{; and if she had 
not understood it and explained it now, it 
would have been more fatal for herself and 
for all mankind than the fall of Eve was. 
The mystery of sealing is this : whosoever 
signs his name receives a sealed letter con« 
:taining these words: The Sealed of the 
Lord^the Electa Precious ^ MarCs Redemp^ 
iioriy to inherit the Tree of Life^to bemads 
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Heirs of Gody and Johd-'htirs with Jesus 
Christ. Signed Joanna Soulhtoit. I know 
not what the price of this initiation is ; but 
she boasts of haying sealed above dght 
thousand persons^ so that the trade is a 
thriying one. 

Andthese things arebelieyedin England ! 
in England, where Catholic Christians are 
so heart il J despised for superstition ; in 
Ehgland, where the people think them- 
selyes so highly enlightened,— rintbiscoon^ 
tr J of reason and philosophy, and free in- 
quiry ! It is curious to pbserye how this 
age in which we liye is denominated by 
eyery writer just as its temper accords with 
his own views r with the Infidel, it is the 
Age of Reason ; with the Churchman, the 
Ageof lafidelity ; with the Chemist, the 
Age of Philosophy ; with Rulers, the Agp. 
of Anarchy ; with the People,. tbe Age of 
Oppression,-*-every one beholding the pro* 
spect through a coloured glass, and givinif 
it sunshine or shade, frost or verdure, ac- 
cording to his own fancy, none looldog 
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roundiiim, and seeing it fairly as it is. Yet 
surely if we consider the ignorance of the 
gr^at majority of the English, Ihe want of 
anchorage for their faith^ the want of able 
directors for their souls, the rapidity with 
which novelties of any kind are circularted 
throughout the cbuntry, the eagerness with 
which the credulous listen to every new 
Wa>phnTiy3 the contemptuous* indifference 
of the clergy to any blasphemy, pirovidedit 
Cocs not immediately threaten themselves^ 
the unlimited toleration shown to Jews, 
Gentiles, and Heretics of every descrip- 
tion,-^— abftye all, if we remember that every 
person has the power of^ comparing thesp 
delusive books with the Bible, of which 
they arc instructed to consider themselves 
competent expounders,— we must acknow- 
lelgo tJiat there never was any age or 
any country so favourable to the success 
of imposture, and the growth of super* 
stiiion, as this very age and tltis very 
England. 

I have to add concerning Joanna^ that 
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ihe prophesies how she and her believers 
are to be tried in the ensuing year, and that 
this awful trial will be only second to that 
of our blessed Lord at Pilate's bar i What 
new juggle is in preparation I pretend not 
to divine. Thus much is certain^ that her 
believers are proof against conviction^ and 
you will agree with me inthindsiing no fur- 
ther trial necessary to prove that she and 
her abettors ought either to be punished as 
impostors, or silenced as lunatics *. 

* The Translator bat been curioM enoag^h to io- 
qoire the event of this trial, ^bich maj be related ia 
few words. None bother believers assembled f thej 
provided an attorney to give their proceedings some 
of the ceremonials of legality, examined witnesses to 
prove the good character of the prophetess^ signed a 
profession of belief in her, — and afterwards published 
an account of all this folly under the title of The 
Trial of Joanna Southcott. Joanna had predicted that 
at this trial she was to be cast into a trance; — ^aot 
thinking this convenient when the time appointed 
came, she had a revelation to say, that if any of her 
judges required it, the Lord would still entrance bec» 
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bat tEat it would ccrtaialj be her death : and thai 
throwing herself apoo the mercj of her offo accom- 
plices, it will easilj be fueiied that noaeamoag them 
insisted upen the proof. One of the company inquired 
whether Satan knew he was cast bj this trial | as, ia 
that case, it was to be presumed he would ra^^e 
against her and her friends with the utmost of his 
fur J. This gentleman would have been a good sub* 
ject for a night-mare. 

D. Manuel might well say that nothing but literal 
transcript could convej an idea of this woman's vulga. 
ritj and nonsense; witness the passages which he has 
selected. — Tr. 

So, learned men, no more contend. 

Till joa have seen all clear. 
The Woman clothed. with the Sun 

A wonder to you here* 
Soy in amaze, you all may gaze. 

As Adam did at first. 
To see the bone to him unknown, 

The woman there waa placed* 
The woe you see, she brought ou he, 

And the first woe for man ; — . 
But how shall Satan now get free, 
. She cast» her woe on man. — 
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Though ^twas not she, I mast (ell ve, 

Did cast the woe on man ; 
The serpent was condemned hy she. 

And there her woe mast come. 

It is speakiag wUhin compass, to saj that she has 
pent into the world above twenty thousand of such 
▼erses as these, as the dictates of the Spirit ! 

What follows is in the words of one of her chosen 
disciples :— -<' Oo Mond&jr morniog Joanna received a 
letter from Exeter, which informed her she would 
liave Mr* Joneses answer about Mn Fomcrojr in the 
eTenin^^l and her fears for him fLmg her iato a vio- 
> lent a^^itation i tYtry nerve in her shook, and she 
fell sick as thoui^h she would have fainted awaj. She 
omild not keep in her bed, but laid herself on tl^e 
ioor IB agonies, and said she knew not whether to 
pity or condemn him; but at last got np in a rage 
against the Deril, and said her revenge would be 
sweet to see the Devil chained down, and ishe should 
like, with a sharp sword, to cut him in pieces. She 
then got bito bed, exdaimtng against the clergy, and 
aiked for a glass of wine ; bat she brought it np In- 
■lediatelj* Soon after the bason was set upon the 
bed, she took it up and dashed it violently across the 
room, and broke it to pieces. After that she had 
ioaie lamb brought up for her dinners, ^ tried to 
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s>»a11o« a moatbrul bat could not, biitspft it into ano. 
jiher bason, and said she could neither swallow the 
v/ine nor the lamb, bnt found the fury of the Lord 
break in upon her, and she dashed the second bason 
bn the floor. She then said she ftlt herself happier 
and easier since she had broken both the basons ; for 
BO would the Lord, in hii angler, break the clerf^j.*' 

This is from a book with the following carious tiflei 
MR. JOSEPH SOUTHCOTT, 

THE BROTHER OF 

JOANNA SOOTBCOTT, 

WILL NOW COVE YO&WARD AS DINAh's BRETBREN DIB, 

THAT THET SHALL NOT DEAL WITH HIS SISTER 

AS THET WOVLD WITH A HARLOT, 

FOR SO THET ARE NOW DEALING WITH HER, 

AND HE WILL PROTE TO THE WORLD WHERE THE 

ADULTERY IS COMMUTED, BY MEN WHO ARE 

VNCIRCVMCISED XN HEART AND UFE: 

AND NOW HE WILL EXPEND ALE THAT HE HAS 

IN THE WORLD, IP REQUIRED, IN THE |idNBST 

DEFENCE OF HER CHARACTER, TILL BE HAS SLAIN 

THE VNCIRCVMCISBD FUUSTINES, 

AND ENTIRBLT FRBED^DS SISTER FROM TUB 

RBPRO ACHES OF THEIR fVVLTXRT. 
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A few iovcn of ufenalelof aenoe ihoold be added 
IkoBiTheDiq^tevithtbePovarBofDarkDess. Satan 
wjB to her, *' TlMa mSaaumt b— di ! thoa hast been 
IntleriBff God thnt he maj stand thj friend. Snch low 
OBoin^ art I despise.— Thon whcenmj^ deril I stop 
thj d— 4Dn*d etenal Umgmt ; thoa rannest on so last 
nil the Devib in fieU cannot keep op with thee. — 
God hath done somethini^ to chase n b — eh of a wo. 
Min thai will dowa-nisae the Devil, and scarce give 
hiB room to speaki***— It aaj tmlj be said, in Jo- 
annals own words, ^^ If Ike weman U noi asbmned of 
kenetf,tkeD€Baemm§idiMmeherJ^ 

If the laagaase of Joanna herself is grovelling in 
the itrj randaadmire of baseness and Tnlgaritj, one of 
her elders has soared into the snblimeof frenaj. The 
passage is long, hat dcKrres insertion, as, perhaps, 
th«e does not exist elsewhere so complete a speci* 
■wn of a prophet rampant. The gentleman b^ins 
in some- plain piose reflections npon the Fall, and 
goes -on addrr suing the Devil, till he has worked him- 
Rlf apt and begins thns to rave in rhjrthm. 

** «— >Thea where's thy ground on earth } receive 
thj doomt the pit, there twist in flames, and there 
thj like deceive!— Thep Cain receive thj doom 
lirom Abel's blood. Then where is Pharaoh and hia 
hosti Jadge then, need Moses fear! Where is tlie 
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Lion fallen ? and the pit has oped its month, — the 
covering's dropt; — the Lamb has nought to fear-— 
then roar no more to shake the earth and sea. 
Where now's the eagle and vulturM host — ihj viogs 
are plack'd on earth, she stands defenceless, the fa- 
tal net beneath. — The Dove now has protection ; she 
ranges earth and sea, and soars aloft unhurt, unfeared, 
to carry peace to all. — The Ark is opened now, she 
brings the olive branch, — the floods are past, where 's 
BOW the giant race ? — Who pressed on Lot ? 'Twas 
thee the proud oppressor ! Where art thou now ?— 
Where is thy pride and city } Knowest thou the 
words, come out ! come out I let Sodom feel its doom. 
Where now Is Lot ? At Zoar safe ! Where is his 
wife} Is she not salt all? — The writing's on the 
wall. — ^Thou lewdly revellest with the bowls of God. 
— ^Thy kingdom's past away — Now see my Daniel 
rise — Who cast hinr In the den? — 'Twas thee-— 

Thou roUedst the stone, thou sealedst his doom 

the roaring Lion thee ! Then let the stone return, 
the seal be brdke, and go thou in his stead. Where 
19 the Image f^old and B&? Where is proud Babel'a 
builder? Confusion is thy name: confusion Is thy 
doom! Let Bel asunder burst! the pitch, and tar^ 
and walls of wood expose thy make, deceit, and craft, 

and pass in flames away. The God of Daniel stands 

Daniel, rise up I — Six days art past — the leyenth now 
VOL. III. ' N 
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18 here — seven times refined and pnrified^-in iooo- 
cencj come* — The emerald, unhurt in fire, displaji 
great Judah's son. — Let Urim's Light and Thummim 
shine in hright perfection's day. The twelve men 
stand upon the plate — ^the fourth denotes great Ju- 
dah's son, who is the rightful heir. The stones de- 
■ote old Jacoh*s sons, their h'ght and quality — thej 
shine as stars in Jesus' crown upon the Woman's 
* head. — The sun unveii'd shall now arise — The Moon 
from scarlet shall emerge — The stars from darkness 
now appear to light the midnight hour — ^Then wfiere 
art thou, O Satan ! Where are thjr heads, and horns, 
and dragon's tail, which slew and hurt the living stars? 
Where are thy rays of fire— thy watery floods — he- 
hold they are past away — ^The woman's fears of thee 
are o'er— >the wilderness receives her child, whose 
iron rod now feel. . The pit has oped its mbuth^ 
thou now art cast, shut up and seated — the saints 
now judge the earth. The Omnipotent is here in 
power and spirit in the word— >The sword, white 
lione, and King of Kings has drawn the flaming 
'sword ! Rejoice, ye saints, rf^joice ! The Beast and 
Dragon, mountain, tree, no more shall hurt, devour, 
hecloud, the Saint, the golcl, i&od vine* THe gold 
and gems appear — ^The mighty earthquake now dis. 
plays the hidden son of God. The rod and smittiea 
rook gush .forth, and smite and slay, and make alive, 
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Joaah't tigii> displaj the virtae^ of the word» the 
flight and darkness shews* The Gospel brinifs the 
light, and life, and death — and death t^ men ohej 
or mock. The six denpte* the suffering time t9 
shew the Son of Man — ^The si|;n within the Sun— - 
TIm fowjs BoWvieast on thee! Then wbere*s thj 
fenaer reign } Beneath the rod of Mosea see thjr 
€al\ from Heaven's height*. Son of the Mornioi^ 
Lttdfer, no more oppreis — he thou a fallen star 1 
Great Go^ and Agag, wb^re are jre i The walls of 
Jcriobo art thou « &ll|b^I Joshi^'s ram'i horn«t 
the ceven ^ twelre, p^pp Jordan's stffam. — Wl^re 
is the Lion, Bear, Goliath huf^e, but in^t^e cpiter 
thee* David appears, a stripling youtb^ now (cars, 
and alajp, and sUngs t^ia f tpae, ^ smites thj dra-t 
gon*s head* N«w see great David*s reign— The 
temple's ttonet, i^ihew^ bj n^m in thoje da;si 
unite, the King of Peace amidst the scyen in oil 
vnile^ and in a Ptoqe with sev^ ejres appears. Tl^e 
stately fabric now is laid, founded aq^ topped with 

gflmi of eiery hue. T^e ^rk Qf Mm^ npF f« buHt 
— ^The words, the laws, the sceptre, all unite, and 
Aaron's budfM ^Q!d<rrHe upw ip fihoiifns eat tlpe 
hread, pcepase the aaorifioe* J^bn.eats the h<^ * 
which sweet and bitter is— 'He prophe«ies ; the tem- 
ple metesti^at^ndu befpre tfte Jffiml)* Tl>e. temple 

N 9 
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measures, and anoints, and Moseses taberaade. The 
witnesses, Matthew and John, as olive trees appear. — 
The broken stones of Moses now uplift, renewed in 
books arise from death— The Lord's anointed reigns 
— The rods, or laws, of Ephraim tea, unite in one 
and hold bj Jndah's skirt — ^The ^n of Man o'er Is- 
rael reigns — The drjr bones now arise' — Here ends 
thjr earthly reign-»The bond of union now is come — 
The marriage ring appears—The Bride is come— « 
The Bridegroom now receiTes the marriage seal— 
The Law and Gospel now unite— -The Moon and Sun 
appear — Caleb and Joshua pass the stream in triumph 
to restore. Where now, thou Canaanite, art thou 2 
Where all thj maddened crew ? — . 

** Hittites, be gone ! no more appear to hurt or to 

annoy: 
Now Israel's sons in peace succeed, and Canaan's land 

enjoy. 
Behold from Edom I appear with gaitncnts dipt im 

blood t 
My SOBS iMre freed and saved, and wash'd amidst the 

purple flood. 
The law, or moon, imperfect was to save— 
Bttt now the star points dead men to the gmTe. 
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braces all — ^Tbe Spirit and the Bride ioTite, and of* 
fer wine and milk — but not to mockers here* Infinity 
of love and g^ace 1 Gentiles and Jews unite, no more 
JErom love to part. Six dajs are past— Peter, and 
James, and John, behold my f^lory in my word. 

»* Tbe Law and Prophets now are seen with Jesus' 

word to shiqe, 
But what hast thoa, thou ierpent here, to do with loTe 
benign? 

•« Tremble and flee, 'tis done. The seals are 
barst— the rials pour and end tlijr destiny. 

'* These are a small part of the thoughts of the 
judgments of God pronounced on Satan ," concludes 
the writer, who is a gentleman of vast respectabilit j« 

One of her books has the title printed on the 
faist page, because it was ordered that the book 
should contain neither more nor less than forty-eight 
pages. — Another has a seal in the middle of it, bear« 
ing the letters J. C. — ^the J., it is said, being meant 
tor Jesus and Joanna ! ! 
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The Coxconfib. — JF(ishionables.''^^Fops* — 
Egi/ptian Fashiofis.^Dimce^:-^Vi9ii* 
ing. — Walkers. — The Fanty.^^Agri'- 
culturists.—The Fat Ox.— The Rot/itt 
Institution . -^Metaphysics. 

Whether the Coxcomb be an animal 
confined to Europe I know not, but in 
fSfYtry country in Christendom he is to 
be found "^ith the same generic character. 

•PieD di femdrfiose g^nlzie, 
£ piastre assai profondo 
Nelle importanti inezic» 
Nei nalii del bel mondo ; 

E in queila soavissima 
Artetanto eloquente, 
Che sa si lungo spazio 
Parlar stoza dir iiiente» 
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Con tratti di maliziay 

A ipese altrai festiro; 

Sempre in bocca risuonag^li 

Quel tuono decisiro, 
Qaeir insolenza amabile^ 

Che con e^ual franclit^zza 

Con un' occbiata rapida 

tutto loda, o sprezza *• 

There is bonrever bo country in which 
.there are so many yarieiies of the animal 
ga . in England^ none where he flourishes 
so successi^Ily, makes such heroic endea- 
yonrs for notoriety, and enjoys^so wide a 
sphere of it. 

.The highest order is that of those who 
. baye inyented for themselyes the happy 
/title of Fashionables. These gentlemen 

* Full of affected g^ces, and a master sufficient! j 
.profonnd of the important inanities, the nothings of 
.the. fine world) and of that sweetest art so eloqueoty. 
which can talk so long and saj nothing^; with traits 
of malice, mirthful at another's expense : always in 
his mouth that decisive tone, that amiable insolence, 
which with equal freedom at a glance praises or con- 
demns by wholesale. — Tr. 
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siand highest in the scale of folly, and 
lowest in that of intellect, of any in the 
country, inasmuch as the rivalry between 
them is which shall excel his competitors 
in frivolity. There was a man in England 
hfdf-a-century ago well known for this 
singular kind of insanity, that he believed 
his soul had been annihilated within him, 
while he was yet living. What this poor 
maniac conceived to have been done by 
his soul, these gentlemen have success- 
fully accomplished for themselves with 
their intellect. Their souls might be 
lodged in a nutshell without incommoding 
the maggot who previously tenanted it ; 
and if the whole stock of their ideas were 
transferred to the maggot, they would not 
be sufficient to confuse his own. It is 
impossible to describe them, because no 
idea can be formed of infinite littleness : 
you might as reasonably attempt to dissect 
a bubble, or to bottle moonshine, as to 
investigate their characters: they prove 
satisfactorily the es^isteaoe of a vacuum : 
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tile sum total of their being is composed of 
negative quantities. 

One degree above or below these are the 
fops who appear in a tangible shape; they 
who prescribe fashions to the tailor, that 
the tailor may prescribe them to the town ; 
who decide upon the length of a nedc- 
handkerchief^ and regulate the number of 
buttons at the knees of their breeches. One 
person has attained the very summit of 
ambition by excelling all others in the jet 
varnish of bis boots. Infinite are the exer- 
tions whichhavebeen made toequal him, — 
the secret of projection could not be more 
eagerly desired than the receipt of his. 
blacking; and there is one competitor 
whose boots are allowed to approach y^ry 
near to the same point of perfection ;-*still 
they only approach it. . This meritorious 
rival loses the race of fame by half a neck, 
and in such contests it is aut Cmsar^ aut 
nihil. To have the best blacked boots in 
the world, is a worthy object of successful 
emuIation,r-but to have only the second-. 

n5 
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best, is to be Poia^y in the Pharsalia' of 
Fashion. 

During one period t>f the French Revo* 
lotion Ihe Brutus head-dress was th^ mode^ 
thougH Brutus t?as at the same time Con- 
sidered as the Judas Iscariot of political 
religion, being indeed at this day id an 
orthodox Ahti-Jacobinen^hat Omar 'is to 
the Persians ; that is, something' a great 
' dtol worse than the Devil. " I suppose, 
*' sir,^'said a Loiidon hair'-dressel' to a gen- 

• tieman from the 'country,*^** I -suppose, 
sir, you would like to be dressed in the 
Bratiis style." " What style is that? *'was 
{}iequ)9stian'in reply. ' '^ All over frizzley,. 

• sir, like the Negers, — ^They be Brutes you 
' know." If Apollo be the model of the day,, 

• these gentlemen wear stays ; If Hercnles, 
the tailor supplies breasts of buckram, 

' broad shoulders, and brawny aims. At 
' j^r^sentj a^the soldkri^ft^m Egypt have 
^brought home witl| them broken Jimbs 
' and o^htbrimiay they carry an arm in a 
' slingj Of wttlk the streets witk a greea 
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jsbade over the eyes. Every thing nqw 
must be Egyptian : the ladies wear crdco- 
dile ornaments^ and you set upon a sphinx 
ia a loom hung round with mummies, 
and with the long black lean-ariAed long- 
nosed hieroglyphical men, who are enough 
to make the cluidrea afraid to go to bed. 

. The very shopboards must be metamor- 
phosed into the mode, and painted in 
Egyptian letters, which, as the Egyptians 
had no letters, you will doubtless conceive 
must be curious. They are simply the 
common characters, deprived of all beauty 
and all proportion by having nil the strokes 
of equal thickness, so 4hat those which 
should be thin look as if they had the ele- 
phantiasis. 

Men are tempted to make themselves 

. notorious in England by the ease with 
which they succeed. The Newspapers in 

. the dearth of matter for filling their daily 
columns, are glad to insert any thing, — 
when one lady comes to town, when an- 
other leaves it^ when a third ejipects her 

K 6 
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accouchement; the grand dinner^of one 
gentleman, and the grand supper of an« 
other are announced before they take place ; 
the particulars are given after the action, 
a list of the company inserted, the parties 
^ho danced together exhibited like the 
characters of a drama in an English bill of 
the play, luid the public are informed 
Vfhai dances ^rere called for, and by whom. 
There is something so peculiarly degant 
and appropriate in the names of the fa* 
shionable dances, that it is proper ta give 
you a specimen. Moll in the Wad is one ; 
—-you must excuse me for not translatilig 
this, for really I do not understand it. 
Drops of Brandy, another; and two 
which are at present in high vogue ar^ 
The Devil among the Taylors, and Go 
to the Devil and shake yourself. At 
these balls the floors are chalked in coloun 
in carpet patterns, a hint taken from the 
lame Ix^gars who write their petitions 
upon the flag-stones in the street. This is 
so excellently done, that one should think 
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it would be painful to trample on and de- 
stroy any thing so beautiful, even though 
only made to be destroyed. These things 
indicate the same sort of want of feeling 
as the ice-palaces of Russia, and the statue 
of snow made by Michel Angelo at Pietro 
de Medici's command. We are surround- 
ed in this world with what is perishable, 
that we may be taught to set our hearts 
and hopes upon the immutable and ever- 
lasting ; — it is ill done, then, to make pe- 
rishabkness the food of pride. 

The system of visiting in high life is 
brought to perfection in this country. 
Were a lady to call in person upon all the 
numerous acquaintance whom she wishes 
sometimes to crowd together at her Graiid 
Parties, her whole time would be too lit- 
tle to go from door to door. This, there- 
fore, being confessedly impossible, the 
card-currency of etiquette was issued, 
and the name dropt by a servant, allowed 
to have the same saving virtue of civility 
as the real presence. But the servants 



began to fipd this, a hard duty,- and found 
out that they were working like postmen 
without any necessity for so doing; so 
they agreed at last to meet at certain pot- 
Kouses^ and exchange cards, or leave th^ 
there as at a postroffice, where .each in turn 
calls.to deposit all with which he is charg- 
ed, and to receive all which are designed 
for him. 

I have spoken elsewhere of the Turf, 

a 'road to fame always, , and oftentimes to* 

ruin ; but for this so Isu'ge a fortune. is 

. required, that the famous must always be 

few.. A man, however, of moderate, or of 

no fortune, may acquire great glory by 

. riding a score of horses almost or. qjgdte to 

f. death, for the sake of showing in, IvQW 

short a time 'be can go fifty leagues. 

Others, with a nobler ambition, delight in 

displaying their own speed. I Jinow not. 

whether Christoval de Mesa would have* 

. said of this sort of walking or of runniBg, 

,. as. he did of the game oipdota : 



£» d que mas a U virtud se ll9f^ 
que ni entorpece, ni el ingenio embota^ 

antes da ligereza y exercita, 
y pocos que la juegan tieaen gota *. 

I knofw not ^betlier he i¥OuId have said 
this erf* their exercise ; but this I know, that 
some of the English Gentlemen wonld 
make the best running footmen in the 
world. - 

Another school— to borrow a tei-m from 
the Philosophers — is that of the Amateurs 
of Boxing, who call themselves the Fancy. 
They attend the academies of the ^ two 
great professors Jackson and Maidoza, 
the Aristotle and Plato of pugilism, — bring 
tip youths of promise from the country to 
be trained, and match them according to 
* their wind, science, and bottom. Bui I 
am writing to the uninitiated, — ^bottom 
means couragfe, that sbrt of it which will 
endure a great deal. Too much vivacity 

« /I w fkal winch mo4 fmnvil^9, tif virtue^ 
uhich udiiker-siMpifiety nor 4e§f odes ike .ii9i^^«^<f- 
- ing, bid, on the conirarjfy exereUcM it mdgiti^agi' 
Hfifi and few who pfojf ul it have the gout, — Tr. 
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is ratber against a man ; if he indulges ia^ 
any flourishes or needless gesticulations he 
wastes his wind ^ and though he may .be ad* 
mitted to be a pleasant Jighter^ this is eon- . 
sidered as a disadvantage. When the 
champion comes off victor, after suffering, 
much in the contest, he is said to be muck 
punished. There is something to be at- 
tended tQ besides science, which is the 
body : it is expedient to swallow raw eggs 
for the wind, and to feed upon beef a$ 
nearly raw as possible : they who do this, 
and practise with weights in their hand^, 
are said to cultivate the muscles. Upon 
the brutality of this amusement I have al-^ 
ready said something, nor is it needful to 
comment upon what is so apparent; --but 
it is just that I should now state what may 
truly be said in its defence. It is alleged, 
that in consequence of this custom,, no 
people decide their quarrels with so little 
injury to each other as the English. The 
Dutch .slice each other with their snicker— 
fltieesr we know how deadly the knife is 
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employed in our country ; — the Americaa 
twists the hair of his enemy round his 
thumb, and scoops out an eye with his 
finger;— but in England a boxing matcli 
settles all disputes among the lower classes, 
and when it is over they shake hands, and 
are friends. Another equally beneficial 
eflect is the security afibrded to the weaker 
by the laws of honour, which forbid all 
undue advantages ; the man who should 
aim a blow below the waist, who should 
kick his antagonist, strike him when he is 
down, or attempt to injure him after he 
had yielded, would be sure to experience 
the resentment of the mob, who, on such 
occasions, always assemble to see what 
they call fttir play, which they enforce as 
rigidly as the Knights of the Round Table 
did the laws of chivalry. 

The next persons to be noticed are those 
who seek notoriety by more respectable 
means; but, following wise pursuits fool- 
ishly, live in a sort of intellectual limbo 
between the worlds of Wisdom and Folly. 



28j2 LETTER LXXI. 

The fashionable agriculturists are of this 
class : men vfho assume^ a$ .the creed <xf 
their philosophical belief^ a foolish s^yifig 
jof some not very wise author^ ^^ That he 
who makes two blades of grass grow where 
. only one grew beforej is the greatest bene- 
factor tohisapecies/'. With th^esep^rscms, 
the noblest employment of hum^iateUect 
is to improve the size of turnips and cab- 
bages^ and for this, they lay asi(}e all other 
. studies. ^^ When my friends come; to see 
me in the snmmel'.'' said one of those gen- 
tlemen^ ^^ I like to hear them complain 
that they have not been able to sleep in 
•their beds for beat^ because then I .^kiu^w 
things are growing out of doors." Q^ic- 
q^uid amat valde amat^ may truly be sa|d 
of the Englishman; his pursuit. always 
becomes his passion; and^ if great|, follies 
are oftentimes committed in consequence 
of this, ardour, it must not be fojcgptten that 
it leads also to great actions, and to im- 
portant public benefits. 
•Of this class the breeders are the most 
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remarkable, aiid least weful. Their object 
is to improve the <5attle of the country, 
forwbich purpose they negotiate with ^ 
utmost anxiety the amours of their cow 
^and ^heep. Such objects, exclusively pw- 
-sued, tend little to .raaprove either, theift- 
telkct or the manners j^-these peo^jJe will 
apply io a fevonrite pig, or a HeBefosdsbite 
bull, the same epithets of praise and«- 
clamations of delight, which a sculptor 
would bestow upon the ¥enus de Medici, 
^or the Apollo Belvidere. This passion is 
carried to an incredible degree of folly : the 
great object of ambition is- to make the 
animal as fiat as possible, by which means 
it is diseased and miserable while it lives, 
• and of no use to any but the tallow-chand- 
ler when dead. At this very time theaeis 
a man in London belonging to a fat ox, 
who has received more money for having 
fattened this ox than Newton obtained for 
all his discoveries, or Shakspeare for all 
his works. Crowds go to see the mon- 
ster, which is a shapeless mass of living 
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fat. A^icture has been painted both of 
man and beast, a print engraved from it in 
order that the one may be immortalized as 
the fattesst ox that ever was seen, and the 
other, as the man that fed him to that 
size ; and two thousand persons have sub- 
scribed for this at a guinea each . A fiit pig 
has been sd; up against him, which, I know 
not why, does' not seem to take. The pig 
is acknowledged to be a pig of great merit, 
but he is in a manner neglected, and his 
man complains of the want of taste in the 
public. 

To end the list of fashions, what think 
you of philosophy in-feshion ? You must 
know that though the wise men of old 
could find out no royal road to the mathe^ 
matics, in England they have been more 
. ingenious, and have made many short cuts 
to philosophy for the accommodation of 
ladies and gentlemen. The arts and 
science are now taught in lectures to fit* 
shionable audiences of both sexes ; and 
tjifre is a Royal Institution for this, piu-^ 
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pose, where some of the most scientific 
men in the kingdom are thus unworthily 
employed . I went there one morning with 
J. and his wife, — whom you arc not to 
Suspect of going for any other purpose 
than to see the place. Part of the men 
were taking snuff to keep their eyes opqn^ 
others more honestly asleep, while the la* 
dies were all upon the watch, and some 
acore: of them had their tablet and pencysj 
busily noting down what they heard^ as 
topics for the next conversation party .^ 
'^ Oh !*' said J. when became out, in ^tone 
which made it half groan half interjection, 
^^ the days of tapestry hangings and 
worked chair-bottoms were better days than 
these !— I will go and buy for Harriet the 
Whole Duty of Woman, containing the 
complete Art of Cookery." 
• But even oxygen and hydrogen are not 
subjects sufficiently elevated for alL Mind 
and matter, free will and necessity, are 
also fashionable topics of conversation; 
and you ihatt hear the origin of ideas ex- 
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plaiiied, the nature of volition elucidated, 
and ihe extent of space and tlie duration 
of time discussed over a tea-table with ad- 
mirable volubilitj. Nay, it is well if one 
of these orators does not IriUmphantly 
nhow you that there is nothing but miier j 

, in the world, prove that you must eitiiec 
Kmit the power of God or the goodness, 
Md then modestly leave you to detcarmine 
wbich. ^ Another efect this ef the gene- 
pA passion fcr distinction : the easiest way 
cf criataining acoess into literary socnetj, 
cod getting that kind of notoriety, ig, by 
proftssing to be a metaphjrsiciiny because 
#f such metaphysics a man may get as 
nradh in half an hour as in bb wbols 
aft. 
At pvesenttha English phibsopheisaDd 

' politicians, bot^mafe and iemaie, aie in a 
tftele of groat ailarau it has been disco- 

^imfioA that the w«fld is ^ver-^pet^led^ and 
Hat itsA'WBjfs must be iso, from an error 
JntteeanBtitntkn-afxatuiie; 1^ the law 
wiadi Mys^'^iacniasefliiddniitiply/' mwa 
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given without sufficient consideratioa; in 
short, that He who maije the world does 
not know how to manage it properly, and 
therefore there are serious thoughts of re« 
questing the English Parliament to take 
ithe business out of his hands. 
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Westminster Abbey on Fire. — Frequency 
of Fires in England. — Means devised 
for preventing and for extinguishing 
them; but not in use. 

1 ^TAS fortunate enough this morning to 
'witness a yery grand and extraordinary 
sight. As D. and I were walking towards 
the west end of the town, we met an ac- 
quaintance who told us that Westminster 
Abbey was on fire. We lost no time in 
l^ing to the spot ; the roof was just smok- 
ing sufficiently to show us that the intel- 
ligence was true, but that the building was 
no longer in danger. 

The crowd which had collected "i^as by 
no means so great as we had expected.— 
Soldiers were placed at the doors to keep 
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•ut idle intruders, and admit such onlj as 
might properly be admitted. The sight when 
we entered was truly striking ► Engines were 
playing in the church, and the long leathern 
pipes which conveyed the water stretched 
along the pavement. The roof at the joint 
of the cross^ immediately over the choir, 
had fallen in, and the huge timbers lay 
black and smoking, in heaps, upon the 
pews which they had crushed. A pulpit, 
of fine workmanship, stood close by un- 
hurt. Smaller fragments, and sparks of 
fire were from time to time Mling down ; 
and the water which was still spouted up 
in streams, fell in showers, and hissed 
upon the hot ruins below. We soon per- 
ceived that no real injury was done to the 
church, though considerable damage was 
inflicted upon the funds of the chapter. — 
The part which was thus consumed had 
not been finished like the rest of the build'- 
ing ; instead of masonry, it had been from 
some paltry motives of parsimony made of 
wood, and lined on the inside with painted 

VOli. III. #. 
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canvas, in a -miserable style. All this 
patchwork ivas now destroyed, as it de* 
served to be ; and the light coming in from 
above, slanted on the fretted roof, the 
arches and pillars, which stood unhurt 
and perfectly secure. 

The Westminster boy s were working an 
engine in the cloisters with hearty good 
will. D. , who had been educated at West- 
minster himself, said they were glad at the 
fire; indeed, he cdnfessed that he did not 
himselflook without satlsikction upon the 
mins of the pew, trhere he had formerly 
been compelled to sit so many hours in ihe 
coild. 

The pav6mefit in that part of the abbey 
which is called Poets' Comer sunk conai« 
derably in consequence of the water, the 
eatth in the graves probably sinking when 
wet: so much so that the stones must be 
taken up and laid anew. What an oppor« 
tunity of examining the skulls of so many 
celebrated mai ! If professor Blumenbacb 
t?crc bjit an Englishman, or if the dean 
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aa4 chapter were physiologists, theserelics 
would now be collected and preserved. 

One of the graves would exhibit curious 
contents^ if any such cucidsity should be 
indulged. An old countess^ who died not 
long since after a very singular life, gave 
prders in h^ will that she should be buried 
in Poets' Corner, as near as possible U} 
Sh^peare's monument, dressed in her 
wedding suit, and wit)i a speaking trum- 
pet in her coffin. These orders her execu- 
tors were obliged to perform to the letter. 
Accordingly, a grave was solidited and 
granted for a due consideration in this 
holy ground ; the old lady was equipped 
in her bridal array, pacl^ed up for the jour- 
ney^ and ready to set off, ivhen it was dis- 
covered that the speaking trumpet had been 
forgotten. What was to be done ? This 
was in a remote part of the country ; there 
was not such a thing, to be purchased with- 
in a dozen leagues, and the will was not 
to bq trifled with. Luckily some pa'son 
there present recollected that a gentleman 

o2 
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in the neighbourhood had aspeaking-tmrn* 
pet, which had been left him by a sea« 
captain as a memorial of an old friend, and 
•which for that reason he particularly va- 
lued. A messenger was immediately dis- 
patched to borrow this ; of course he was 
careful no^ to say for what it was wanted: 
as soon as it was brought, it was put by her 
side in the coffin, the coffin was soldered 
down, off posted the funeral for London, 
and if the rightful owner does not look 
after his trumpet now, he will have no^ 
other opportunity till he hears the old lady 
flourish upon it at the resurrection, for 
which purpose, it is to be presumed, she 
chose to have it at hand. 

This mischief, which might have been 
in its C9nsequences so deplorable, was oc- 
casioned by the carelessness of some 
plumbers, who were at work upon the 
roof. Old St. Paul's was destroyed just 
in this way ^ it is surprising how many 
accidents of this kind haveliappened from 
the same cause, and provoking to think, 
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(iiat 8lD great and venerable a work df piety, 
and human genius, and human power, 
should have been so near destruction bj 
the stupid negligence of a common la- 
bourer ! They burn in the hand for acci- 
dental homicide in this country * ; a little 
application of hot iron for accidental 
church-burning would be a punishment in 
kind for a neglect of duty, so dangerous^ 
that it ought not to be unpunished. Whea 
carelessness endangers the life or welfare 
of another, it ought to be regarded as a . 
crime. 

A fire is the only ordinary spectacle in 
thisgreat metropolis which I have not seen ; 
for this cannot be called such, though in r 
its effect finer than any conflagration. — 
Fires are so frequently happening, tlat I 
may consider myself as unfortunate. The. 
traveller who is at London without seeing , 
a fire, and at Naples without witnessing an . 
eruption of Vesuvius, is out of luck, 

* DoD 'Manuel confounds homicide and maa- 
fi^q^htetr* — Tr. 

o3 
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The danger of fire is one to whieh the 
Londoners are more exp()Qed than any peo^ 
pie in the world, except, perhaps, the in<» 
habitants of Constantinople. Their earths 
coal must be consiilered as one main canse 
— pieces of this are frequently exploded 
into the room. The carelessness of ser<r 
vanis is another ; for nothing but candle 
are used to give light for domestic piir« 
poses) and accidents happen from a candlt 
Tvhich could not from a lamp. The accu^ 
mnlation of furniture in an English house 
is so much fuel in readiness ; all the floors 
are boarded, all the bedste^sare of T^ood, 
all the beds have curtains. I hare heard 
of a gentleman who set the tail of his shirt 
on fire as he iras stepping into bed,' the 
flames^anipbt the curtains, and the honse 
was consumed, You may easily suppose 
this adventure obtained for^im the nam« 
of The Comet, 

Means have been devised* for prevent** 
ing fires, for extinguishing them, and for 
fspapiiig from th^ra, David Hv^rtlejr, son 
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to a great English philosopher of tfae'same 
namey proposed to line every room with 
plates of metal, and lord Stanhope in^ 
vented a kind of mortar for the same pnr** 
pose. Both methods have been tried vfiili 
complete success ; but th^ will never b^ 
adopted unless a law be passed to compel 
tile adopticm . For hous^ in London, and 
indeed in all large towns, are built for sales 
and the builder will not incur the expense 
of making them iire proof, because^ if they 
one bumti he is not the* person who is to be« 
burnt in thmn. And if he who builds for 
l^mselfin the country, were disposed ta 
arvail himself of these inventions, should 
he have h.eard of them, the difficulty of 
instructing labourers in the use of any 
thing which they have not been used to^ 
is such, that rather than attempt it, he 
submits to the same hazard as his neigh- 
bours. 

You would suppose, however, that there 
* could be no objection to the use of anjp 

o 4 / 



996 LETTER LXXII. 

• 

iheans for extioguishing fires. Balls for 
this purpose were invented by Mr. Godfrey, 
son to . the inventor of a famous quack- 
medicine ; but the son's fire-balls did not 
succeed so well as the father^s cordial. — 
Succeed, indeed, they did in effi?cting^ 
what was intendied; for, wheii one of 
them was thrown into a room which 
hod been filled with combustibles and set 
on fire for the purpose of experiment, it • 
exploded, and instantly quenched it.' 
But there was an objection to the use of^- 
these balls which Mr. Godfrey had not* 
foreseen. It is a trade in England to put 
out fires, and the English have a proverb' 
that ." All trades must live ;" which is so 
thoroughly admitted by all ranks and 
degrees, that if the elixir of life were 
actually to be discovered, the furnishers 
of funerals would present a petition to 
parliament, praying that it might be pro- 
hibited, in consideration of the injury 
they must otherwise sustain; and in all 
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probability, parliament would permit their 
plea. ' The continuance of the slave trade, 
in consideration of the injury which the 
diealers in human flesh would sustain by. 
its abolishment, would be a precedent. TJie 
firemen made a conspiracy against God- 
frey ; and when he or any of his friends at- 
tended at a fire, and mounted a ladder to 
throw the balb in, the ladder was always 
thrown down ; so that^ as the life of every 
person who attempted to use them was thu& 
endangered, the thing was given up. 

The machine for escaping is a sort of 
iron basket^ or chair^ fixed in a groove dn 
the outside of the house. I have never 
seen one at any other place than at the in- 
ventor's warehouse.. The poet, Gray, 
was notoriously fearful of fire, and kept 
a ladder of ropes in his bed-room. Some 
mischievous young men at Cambridge 
knew this, aud roused him from below, 
in the middle of a dark night, with the 
(my of Fire I The staircase^, they said, 

o 5. 
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^as in flames. Up went his window^ 
and down he came by his rope-ladder^ 
as fast as he conM go^ into a tub of 
water which they had placed to ireceiyc 
him. 
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Remarks on the English Language. 

flE who Yentures to criticise a forrigii 
language should bear in mind that he is 
in danger of exposing his own ignoiance. 
^^ What a vile language is jours !" said a 
Frenchnum to an £i^i8hman;>^^^ jox»/ 
have the same word for thtee diflferent 
things 1 Tliere is ship, un vaisseau ; ship 
(sheep) mouton; and ship (cheap) bon 
niarche. ' '—Now these three words, so hap- 
pily instanced by Monsieur,are pronounced 
as differently as they are spelt. As I see 
his folly, it will be less excusable i^hpuld I 
commit the same myself. 
- The English is rather a hissing than a 
harrii language, and perhaps this was the 

o 6 
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characteristic to which Charles Y. aHuded*^ 
when he said it was fit-to speak to birds 
in. It has no guttiiiak like ours^ na 
nasal twang like the Portugueze and 
French ; but the perpetual sibilance is verjr 
grating. If the Rabbis have not discover- 
ed in what language the Serpent tempted 
Eve, they need not look, beyond the Bug- 
lish ; it has the true mark of his enunci* 
iKtion. I think this characteristic of the 
Umgli^gemajhe accounted for by thecha- 
raeter,ofthe nation. They are an active 
busy people, who like to get through what 
they are about with the least possible de^ 
lay, a^d if two syllables caor be shortened 
into one it is so much time saved'. A^hat 
we de with Vrnd^ih^y have done with half 
the words in their language. They have 
i^(ieesed the vewelout of theic genitives 
a||d plurals? and compressed dissyllables 
into monosyllables. The French do the- 
same kind of thing in a worse way ; they^ 
in speaking leave ha,lf of every word be- 
iHjt^ tjiem in a hurry > the English pack. 
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up theirs close and hasten on mih the. 
whole, . 

It is a concise language^ though the. 
grievous ^ant of inflections necessitates a 
perpetual iise of auxiliaries. It would be 
difficult to fill eight lines of English,. ad« 
hering closely to the sense, with the trans- 
lation of an octave stanza. Their words 
are shorter ; and though in many cases they 
must, use two and sometimes thfee^. where 
we need but one^ still if the same meaning, 
requires more words, it is contained ia 
fewer syllables, and costs less breath. 
Weight for weight, a pound of garvanzos * 
will lie in half the compass of a pound of 
ahesnuts. 

Frenchmen always pronounce English 
ill ; Germans, better ; it is easier for a. 
Spaniard , than for either, The th, or 
theta, is their shibboleth ; our z has so 
nearly the same sound that we find little 
#r no difficulty in acquiring it. In fact, 

. * A. species of Kipin used as food. — Tr, 
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tlie prcmunclation wauld not be dilBicult 
if it were not capricious ; but the excep- 
tions to any general rale are so numerous, 
that years and years of practice are hardly 
sufficient to acquire them. Neither is the 
jf^rononciation of the same word alike at 
dll times, for it sometimes becomes tfae- 
fashion to change the accent. The the- 
atre gives the law in these cases. What 
Can hare been the cause of this preposte- 
rous and troublesome irregularity is beyond 
ihy knowledge. They acknowledge the 
defect, and many schemes have been devis-- 
ed by speculative writers for improving the 
<]»rthography, and assimilating it io the 
oral tongue : but they have all so disfigured 
tiie appearance of the language, and s& 
destroyed all visible traces of etymology, 
th^t they have only excited ridicule, and 
have deserved nothing better. 

It is' difficult to acquire, yet Sir less so 
than the Gbrman and its nearer dialects ; 
the syntax is less involved, and the propor- 
tion of Latin words far greater. Dr. John- 
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son, their lexicographer, and the most 
famous of all their late ivriters, introduced 
agreat number of sesquipedalian Latinisms, 
like our Latinists oi the seventeenth cen« 
tur J. The ladies complain of this, and 
certainly it was done in a false taste, — ^but 
it facilitates a foreigner's progress. I find 
Johnson for this very reason the easiest 
English author ; his long words are always 
good stepping stones^ on which H get suit 
footing. 

If the size of his dictionary, which is 
the best and largest, may be regarded as 
a criterion, the language is ngt copious. 
We must not however forget that diction- 
aries profess to give oiily the written lan«* 
, guage^ and that hundreds and thousands 
6f words, either preserved by the peasan- 
try in remote districts, or created by the 
daily wants and improvements of society, 
by ignorance or ingenuity, by witim or by 
wit, never find their way into books, 
though they become sterling currency. 
But thai it is not copious may be proved 
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by a few general remarks. The verb and 
substantive are often the same; they have 
few diminutives ' and no augmentatives ; 
and their derivatives are few. You know 
How many we have from agua; the English 
have only one from water, which is the 
adjective wutery f and io express the mean-v 
ihg of ouvs^ they either use the simple verb 
in different sienses, or form some composite 
in' the clumsy Dutch way of stickidg two 
words together : agua^ water; aguaza^ 
water; aguar^ to water ; hazer aguada^ to 
water;, aguaderoy a water-man ;^ aguadu' 
chOj a water-pipe ; aguadoy a water-drink- 
er^ &c. &c. And yet^ Notwithstanding 
these deficiencies j they tell me it is truly a 
rich language. Corinthian brass would 
not be an unapt enablem for it, — ^mat^ials 
base and precious melted down into a com- 
pound still precious, though debased. 

Tiiey have one name for an animal in 
English, and another for its flesh;— for^ 
iAsta,nce, cow-flesh is called beef; that ofi 
the. sheep, mutton ; that of the pig, pork*. 
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The first is of Saxon, the latter of French 
origin ; and this seems to prove that meat 
can not have been the food of the poor in 
former times- The cookery backs retain 
a technical language from the days when 
carving was a science,' and instruct the 
reader to cut up a turkey, to rear a gck)se,. 
towing a partridge^ to thigh a woodcock, 
to unbrace a duck^ to unlace a rabbit, to 
allay a pheasant, to display a crane, to 
dismember a hern, and to lift a swan. 

Their early writers are intelligible to none 
but the learned, whereas a child can under<K 
stand the language of the Partidas, though 
a century anterior to the oldest English, 
work. This late improvement is easily 
explained by their history i they were a 
conquered people : the languages ©f the 
lord and the iSub!ect were different ; and it 

\ 

was some ages before that of the people 
was introduced at court, and into the law. 
paroceedings, and that not till it had be* 
come so amalgamated with the Normaa 
French, as in. fact to be no longer Saxon ^ 
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We, on the contrary, tbough we lost the 
greater part of our country, never lost our 
liberty-naor our mother tongue. What 
Arabic we haye we took ficom. our slavey 
not our masters* 

I can discover, but not discriminate, pro- 
vincial intonations, and Siwietimes'pTOTin-* 
cial accentuation, but the peculiar wcnnds, . 
or phrases, or modes of speech wbtch cha« 
ract^riae the different parts of the country, 
a foreigner cannot perceive. The <^ly 
written^ dialect is.thd Scotch. Jt diffirs 
fkr more from English than Portuj;iie». 
from Castilian, nearly, as much as the Ca- 
talan, though the articles and anxiliars are. 
ikfi same. Very nmny words aare radically 
df fifereikt, still more so differently pronotuiG* 
ed as to retfun no distinguishable similar* 
ity ; and as this diffar^ioe is not i^stem<* 
aitic, it is the more difficult to acquire. No 
Bnglishman reads Scotch with fluency, un« 
less he has long resided in the country«--I 
have looked into the poems of Burns, 
which are very famous, and found them 
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almost ivholly /unintelligible ; a new dic- 
tionary and new grammar were wanted, 
and on inquiring for such I found that 
none were in existence. 

The English had no good prose writers 
till the commencement of the hist century, 
indeed with a very few exceptions till the- 
present reign ; but no book now can meet 
with any success unless it be written in a 
good style. Their rhymed poetry is less 
sonorous, less euphonous^ less varied, than 
jotirs ; their blank verse, on the other hand, 
infinitely more rhythmical than the verso 
suello. But their language is incapable 
of any thing between the two ; they have 
no asonantes^ nor would the English ear 
be delicate enough to feel them. In print- 
ing "poetry they always begin the line with 
a capital letter, whether the sentence re- 
quires it or not ; this, which is the custom 
with all nations except our own, though at 
the expense of all propriety, certainly 
gives a sort of architectural uniformity to 
thp page. No mark of interrogation or ad* 
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TAtion i$ ever prefixed; this tiiey might 
advantageously borrow from us» Aremark* 
abk peculiarity is, that they always write 
the personal pronoun I with a capital letter. 
May we not consider this Great I as an 
unintended proof how much an English* 
man thinks of hi« owa.conseqiaeDce ? 
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Departure from London. — West Kennet. 
— ^ Use of the Words Horse and Dog.-^ 
Batk.^^Ralph Allen. — The Parades. 
Beau Nash.'^Turnspits. 

Sept. 16« 

1 HE last day of my abode in London was 

•the most painful of my life. To part from 

dear friends, even for a transitory absence, 

is among the evils of life; but to leave 

them with a certainly of never meeting 

again, was a grief which I had never till 

now endured. Sixteen months had I been 

.domesticated with J., as if I had been a 

- brother of the family « When the children, 

as they went to bed last night, came to kiss 

• me for tlie last time, I wished I had never 

seen them, and all night I remained wak^- 
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fuI->*-iiot in tUat state of feterish startlish' 
ness which the expectation of an early call 
occasidnS) but in m^LanchoIj thoughts and 
Unarailing r^ret^ which all the recollec- 
tions of my own country, and my father's 
house, could not dissipate. Never shall I 
remeinber my friends in England without 
gratitude and love. 

The coach was to start at five^ I was 
ready at four, expecting the porter from 
the inn. To my surprise, rather than sa?^ 
tbfaction, Mrs. J. and her husband had 
Yisen, and prepared chocolate for me. The 
preparations for a departure are always 
mournful; even animals know and dislike 
them ; the dog is uneasy when he sees you 
packing up, and the cat wanders disturb* 
edly from room to room, aware that sopnd 
change is preparing, and. dreading all 
dia^e. The smell of cords and matting 
becomes associated with unsettled and un 
easy feelings;— yourise by candle-light ;«r- 
every thing is unusual, unnatural, enough 
lodejj^reBs even joyful hope-<*-and my ^ 
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parture was for ever. Mrs. J. said, she 
trusted we should meet again in a better 
world, if not in this 2-^*^ Heretic as I am,'* 
said she, striving to force a sitiile through 
her tears, " I am sure you. will join in the 
hope.*' E3(tcellent woman — it cannot be 
heresy to believe it« 

For the first time I was now to travel 
alone in this country : at Bristol^ however, 
D. was to meet me, and this was a conso-* 
lation, and a pleasure in stWe. We 
breakfasted at Maidenhead^ and then en-* 
tered upon a road which was new to me, 
through a level country, with easy hills on 
either side in the distance,' flill of villages 
and villas : this was its character for fif« 
teen leagues. We passed through Reading, 
a town of consequence in old times, aiid 
still flourishing* Speenhamland was the 
next stage, a street connected with the town 
of Newbury. 

On an eminence to the right of the town 
stdnd the remains of Donnington castle, 
built by Geoflrey Chaucer, the father of 
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English poetry, who was contemporary 
with king Don Juan I. We passed through 
Hungerford, and through Marlborough 
forest J the only one which I have seeu in 
England ; then came to the town of the 
same name, an old place^ in which manj 
of the houses are faced with tiles in the 
shape of fish scales. At the end of the 
town is one of the largest inns in the king- 
dom, the house having formerly been a 
duke^s palace^ with an artificial mound of 
remarkable size in the garden. 

There is something as peculiar as it is 
pleasing in the character of this country : 
the villages, with their churches, are all 
seated in the bottom, which is intersected 
by numberless little streams, in every re- 
spect unlike the mountain rivers ©f the 
north, but still beautiful ; they flow slowly 
over weedy beds, sometimes through banks 
of oziers, sometimes through green fields. 
Beyond, and on both hands, lie the Downs, ' 
and patches of brown stubble show the ad- 
vance of cultivation up their sides; for, 
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. wlierever there are ndther hedges nor trees, 
k is a certain mark that the land has not 
long been cultured. The soil is^ chalk j» 
.The stagestopped at alittle, clean, low ale- 
house, and the coachman op^ied the door 
«nd asked if we would [dease to alight. 
^^ By all means," said one of my fellow- 
traveliers; and then^ addressing himself to 
.me, he said, " If you hare ever travelled 
this road. before, sir, you will alight of 
course ; and if you have not, you must 
not pass by without tasting the best bedr 
in England." When I had done so, I 
fairly confessed to him that if I had left 
•Engiand without tasting it, I should not 
liave known what beer was. The good 
woman was so well pleased with this praise 
from a foreigner, that she kivitcd me to 
walk into the collar, and, in u room on the 
same floor with the kitchen into which we 
iifcre introduced, <there being no othec 
apartment for us,) she showed me fifty 
i>arrels of becrj that quantity being always 
liLcpt full» I wrote down the name of tke 

VOL. Ill, F 



TtlbgC;^ nHUch is West Kennel, in mj^ tim 
bfel^ that I migkt mention it with doe 
konoiif ; and also, that if ever I tbould gm- 
doale in art magic in lite cav^es ef Sak- 
maiica^ I migbt give Urn imp in attetkbuioe 
A right direetion iviifflre to go fill my gtim 
.^very day at dinner • 

Neac thta village, aed dose by the read 
side, ta the laxgesi tumulus in the island. 

' As we er^fised ihe Downs, we saw oh our 
I^ the %ute of a huge white horse cut in 
the side of the chalk hill, so large^ and m 
si]^cfa a^siluation, that in a clear day it is 
visible above fova leagues off. These ate 
olher such in different parts of the oooatry, 
\ai»| ajifl are regularly weeded on a holiday 

• appDintod in each parish for the purpose. 
It ia-porhaps, a c&lic of Saxon superstition. 

' I may here notice a remarkable use which 
the £aglish make of the word Aor^e. They 
employ it in combinaticm to signify any 
thing large and coarse, as in horscsbeans^ 
hotse-chesnut, bor8e«radish ^--^ometimes 
it i& pi e&sed to a man's name as an epidiet 



%i ridicule : they &ty also horse-ant, and 
.liors^*leedi : and, by a still stronger coxit<> 
pound j I have heard a woman of masctt- 
tine appearance called a hi^segodmoth^*. 
Dc^ is used ^11 more stiangely in almost 
et ery posHUe sense : the wild rose is call- 
ed dog-rose ; the scentless yicdet, dog^yio^ 
kt« Jolly do^ 19 the highest convivial 
encomium which a man can receive from 
his companiona; honest dog is vrhea he 
superadds some good qualities to convivi* 
ftlity ; sad dog is wl^n he is a reprobate : 
dog is the word of endearment which an 
Englishman uses to his child, and it is 
.what he caUfi his servaotwhen he is angry: 
puppy is the term of contempt for a cox« 
comb; and bitch the woist ajqpellsttioD 
which can be applied to the worst (rf* wo- 

* CavaJUhcomadre, The meaoiDg of the word! 
ejuioot be mutaken, but the expression is not knoifn 
to the franslator: neither does he know that men 
«re called horses in ISngland as well as asses, unless, 
indeed, that a man with a lon^ face is said to be like 
• hon«»— -Tr. 
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men. A flatterer is called a spaniel, a ruf- 
fian is called a bull-dog, an ill-looking fel- 
low' an ugly hound; whelp, cur, and 
.mongrel, are terms of contemptuous re- 
proach to a young man ; and if a young 
-woman's nose turns upward, she is certain- 
.ly called pug. ^ 

Having passed through the tow|is of 
rCalne and Chippenham, the light failed 
i us, and thus deprived me of the sight, as I 
.was told, of a beautiful country. About 
luinewe entered Bath. My fellow-travel- 
lers all left me, and I was landed at a good 
. inn, for the first t'me without a compa- 
.nion, and never more in need of one. I 
,have been writing with a heavy heart, lest 
my heart should be heavier, were i^ uncm- 
- ployed. Wherever we go we leave some- 
thing behind us to regret, and these causes 
of sorrow are continually arising. Even 
the best blessings of life are alloyed by 
' some feeling of separation : the bride 
leaves her father's house, when she goes 
4o her husband's ; and the anxieties of in-' 
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fkncy are hardly overpast, "wbenthe child 
goes from his mother to commence his ca- 
reer of labour and of pain. It is assuredly 
delightful to have travelled, but not to 
travel : — Oh, no ! Fatigue, and the sens* 
of restlessness, are not all that is to be en- 
dured ; — the feeling that you are a stranger 
and alone comes upon you in a gloomy 
Jay, when the spirits fall with the baro- 
/ meter, or when they are exhausted at even- 
ing or at night. We paint angels with 
^ings, Bkid fancy that it will be part of 
pur privileges in lieavento move front 
place to place with accelerated speed. It 
-would be more reasonable to suppose that 
Satan keeps stage-coaches, and has packets 
upon the Styx ; that locomotion ceasejs 
iivlien we l)ecome perfect, and beatified man 
either strikes root like a zoophyte, or is 
Identified with his house like a tortoise. ' 

4K -» •» 9t» » #^. . 

- Sept. 17. Bath. 

If other cities are interesting as bein^, 

v3 
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old, Batb is not less «o for being' new. It 
has no aqueduct, no palaces, bo gate, 
outle, or city iralls, jet it istbe finest and 
Hkost striking town 4hat I hfLVt e^^et seen* 

According to the fabalous History el 
England, tiie virtues of the hot s]»inga 
here ivere discovered long before ;tho 
Ctffistiiui asra, hy Hladud, a British prinoc^ 
who Slaving been driFeai from his firth^a 
house because he was leprous, was rai^ 
diiced like the Prodigal Son to keep swine* 
His l^gs, saysthestoiy, bad the same dis* 
iMie as hunsdf < in their waaderiags. they 
came to this valley, And rolled in the wans 
mud wfa^« these w^ecs stagnated i^-^bcy 
W€fe healed by ihsm. Bbdod, peroeivni^ 
ibm cure, tried the saade remedy with Af 
sanie success, aoA when he became king ht 
built a city upon the qivt. it is coftaiti 
that the Roomns ^were ac<)ttaisted witli 
these springs, and had a station here ; and it 
must %ave been a place.of some consequence 
some centuries ago when <he cathedral 
was built, yet not of much, or the diocese 
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would mt} ftt the time of tbesi^bism^ have 
beea United uoderone bishop with that of 
Wdk. Within the memory of old per* 
sonsy fiath ocmsisted of a few nlirrow streets 
kk Ae bottom ^^invaiids came at that time 
fer tbt beiidfit ctf its waters j and ^itiieievtr 
llieie are such pkc^^tesoft, many^ who 
haw no red eoiliplaibts» will miher &tie)^ 
or ftign thetti) for the iiAe&[gabkg ths^ 
i& ine«t wa^femy. As the w^ifii of tbc^ 
coontrj kieteased, Md liftbits i^ dissi]^^^ 
liM WiA it^ tfaes^ ^it«rg beoaiM m»KB a^* 
ttWMfi) and a«coili«iodationi w«30 wimliag^ 
fcr thein^ 

Clefie to^Hie town^ befwum l&e aipriftgfr 
and Oie rivefr^ W4ift ft figioiMSr Tbegroimi! 
bdkwged to italphAIIe«i^ Ch^Allworthyifl 
Tofn Joiies, one of the few English Wotto 
whidh we have natdfaiilted In mt lafK< 
gtistgea 1h» estecUecrt- inaii was bf low 
piyeii«»ge, and' had ui his y ou^ been eMi^ 
ployed in carrying I«lter» from a post tow% 
ftcross the countrj')^ fl»r there was at thai 
tiaie no regalai* comtiMnieaiidn from em 
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town to another^ except along the direct' 
road to London. During these solitary 
journeys the thonght occurred to him that 
it would be far better that such, a cominuK 
uicatlba should ,be regularly established 
hy the state, 'than that it should be left to 
]K)Qf iudividuab like himself^ who werai 
neitbsr always to be found, nor always to' 
be trusted :. accordingly, he shaped.a piapb 
fot this purpose ; goyernment adopted it ;; 
wd, in consequence, his fortune was.made- 
He fixed his residence on a* hilL about half 
an boar's, walk from Bath? jsud, carryings 
with him into retirement the same actiye 
ndnd which had been the means of bis ad* 
rancei^eat flrooi obscurity, willingly listen* 
^ to aqy'plauwl^ich could be devised for 
the ii)aprovement of tbe city.^ There was 
thea ifi the ci^ an architect of real genius^ 
by n^me Wood ; and upon this morass of 
Mr. Aliai's he erected two rows of houses, 
pn.e frontjiig the north, the other the 
south; connected . them bj two transverse 
ftfl^ot^, of. ¥fhich the hpuses were buiU 
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Upon the same plan ; and left in front' a 
magnificent paved terrace, about thirty 
paces in breadth, raised upon arches, and 
open to the country. The houses were do- 
signed for lodgers ; they are large and lof- 
ty, and are certainly the finest range of 
private buildings in the whole kingdom', 
and^ perhaps, in the whole world . 
. About the same ^ime a townsman, who 
|la£d amassed some fbrtuacin trade, built 
a theatre just of that size in which the 
voice could be heard in all parts of the 
house without being strained, and the 
movements of the countenance seen without 
being distorted. While the town wais thus 
improved by tl^e enterprising liberality of 
its inhabitants, it derived no loss advan- 
tage from the humour af one of those mjtA 
wlio are contented to exhibit strong sense, 
in playing the fool well all the days of their 
lives. By this time more persons visited 
Bath in search of pleasure than of healthy 
and these persons, among other amuse- 
pients, had their public dances.'— Nowj , 

p 5 
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though Ekigliilh menhayepioredtliatthej 
can go on peaceably^ oiderlj, and welt 
imder a free goyernraent^ it was found wt^ 
teAj impossible to keep English womeif 
in order by any thing short of an absolute 
monarchy. Preoedeiicy, in these pnblie 
joeetings, was furiously conle8ted,*--be^ 
cause, in most instances, there was no cn» 
terion of rank wheveby it could be decid- 
ed ; and points which are most doubtful^ 
and, it may be added,* most insignificant, 
are ofitentimes the most warmly disputed t 
ft perpetual Dictator for the realm of 
Fashion was necessary, and this person 
was the second who held the office, Nash 
was his name, and his fitness for the office 
it attested by the title of Beau, whidi is 
always prefixed to it ; — Charlemagne, the 
YeneraUe Bede, and Beau Nash, heimg 
the only three persons whose names ^ra 
tdways accompanied with the epithets 
li'hich characterize them. 

Beau Nash was as great as Charlemagnfl 
ia his way, and in this .respect greater^ 



tittat'tKe sy&tem which he established be^ 
eame pMrmancibt, and he ti^ansmitted m 
empire to his sticcessors irhieh has becdsitf 
jeaiiy more and more e&teii8iv6< He niad^ 
Hxfft to tiegtilate irheti the company shoidd 
assemble aad when they sb^nld sepatltle ; 
aaranged the tactics of the dcMftCei emx^eA^ 
the dre» in which ladies shcmld appear} 
and, if they t«9aiai«d to disobey and cora^ 
m trithont Uie weddilig gaiwent, itiade no 
scruple, whatever, might be their rook, of 
tnarning. them out. His strong sense and 
sarcaslic hnmoiHr kept them in awe. *8iicb 
a man would in old* times have been eeled^ 
ed for the king's fool ; he settns to have 
comideied himself asstanding in somesnc^ 
eapaoity tothcBatfa visitors, and made ns^ 
of theprivilege which the character allowed 
him » The follies of mankind wore hb food • 
He gambled) ahd his profits were such as 
etabkd hu» to live expensively, and keep 
an equipape and a large retinue. This life 
terminated in its natural and righteous 
way. He became old and .helpless, lived 

p6 
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to j^taod io need of that charity ivhiah h& 
}^ never yritbheld from the needy, but 
which nojQte extended to him/ and died 
poor^ neglected and misemble; the inha* 
bitaf)t&:of Bath rewarding his genius aft^ 
tlie usual manner in which geniUs .o£ a 
higher character is rewarded, by erecting 
^ .fitajtuQ to the honour, of the man whom 
they had suffered almost to starye» 

Once^ after his death, ^bis lo^s wasexem-* 
plified in a vi^y ronarkablk maiiner . Two 
ladies of quality q\iarr^led . in the bati-r 
SDom. ,Th? r^si of the company took part, 
some on one side^ some on the other ; Beau 
^^8^1 wa^ ganf,.and tliey stood in no ^we 
of i^is successor t they becamQ outrageous^ 
a real batlk-rpyal to0k place, and the 
floo)r.wa& strewn W4tfa caps, kppets, curia 
and cushions, diamond pins and pcxirls. 

Since the Parades wete built; every addi- 
tion to the town has been ni|u|e upoli sy* 
stem, and with a view to its beauty: henice 
it presents the singular spectacle of a clj^ 
•f wiiich the parts are uniform yet. ib0 



wbole irregular; — a few old streets stiS' 
remaining to make Hie others more remark- 
able by contrast. TBe adjoining hills snp-' 
ply a soft freestone, which is easily worked, 
and becomes harder when exposed to the 
aiir : its colaur is very beautiful whe^ fresh, 
but it is soon blackened by the soot from- 
the earth-coal fires, whidh is indeed e±^ 
ceedingly annoying in all (ht large towns. 
SttU, blackened stortes produce a far better 
eflfect than blackened bricks. There.' is a 
Souare of which the sides resemble sa 
many palace*; ascend a handSotne street 
from this, and you come into a Circus of 
bke beauty, and near this is a Ci^sc^nt 
built with equal, or even more taagtii^ 
fioerice, and overlooking the country. 
There are threie of these crescents on the 
hills y one of them rem^iins unfinished^ 
because the ground in' front has not beeh 
t^reli secured, but in situation it is the 
finest of tlje three. A fourth in tlie Val*' 
}ey remains one of the melancholy: ne^^ 
xuins^. which the projectors wore unable 
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to complete, and so wemruined themselv65^ 
H suddea check having been given to all 
such speoiUalions vfhen the last war broke 
oat. It is plain that Bath hafr oHt^ 
gfown its beauty. Long suburbs ett^d 
.now OB every side of the city, and the 
meads on the opposite side of the river,. 
wbich> when the Parades were built, 
justified the moUo upon one 6i the houses^ 
Mus in Urb€y are now covered with an«^ 
other town. It must have hem iw it» 
perfection when there was nothing- be« 
yond the new bridge nor above the old 
Crescent. 

I passed tbe whole morhuig- ia penua^ 
bulating the town, seeing it in all its parts* 
The cathedral is small but beautiful; itluuh 
sui&red much- from the fimatic^. The 
pump-room is a^ handsome buildings and 
bears above the entrance the words of Pin^ 
dar, ApKTtov iji£v iSaipyhere used in a sense 
ccmceroing which there can be no dispute. 
I found my way into the market, whick; 
for its exceUent order and abundance soi^ 
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passes any thing in London^ and is as 
surprising a sight as any ii| the place. 

« 

There being in some plac^ no carriage 
road, and in others so wide a pavement 
that in wet yteaihtx there would be no 
getting at the carriage, sedan chairs are 
used instead. They are veiy nnmerouai, 
and with the chairmen, who all wear large 
coats of dark blue, form another distin« 
guishing peculiarity of this remarkable 
town. There arc two public ball-brooms^ 
and two masters of the ceremonies. Beau 
Nash'sempirehavingbcendividedjbecause 
it was grown too large for the superintends 
aace of any individual : Ihese roon/s arc 
handsome^ and lighted with splendid chan- 
deliers of cut glass, but they want that light 
ornamentalfestivecharacterwhichsoutherrt 
taste would have given them. Some sober 
Englishmen in the anti-chambers were sfr 
fently busied at whist, though it was noon 
day,— some of them, it seems, nxtstke it the 
study of their lives, and others their trade* 
It is a fine place for gamblers^ and for that 
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(peciesr of nieu called fortune-hunters^ a 
race of swindlers of the worst kind, who 
are happily unknown in Spain. They 
i^ake it their business to get a wife of for-* 
^ne, having none themselves : age, ugli<^ 
ness,.and even idiocy, being no objections* 
^hey usually come from Irejand, and be-r 
have as ill to the women whom tij(;y have / 
trepanned, after marriage, as the women 
deserve for trusting them. It is also the 
Canaan of Physicians ; for it abounds, with 
wealthy^ patients, many of whom will have 
any disease which the doctor will be 
pleased to find out for them ; but even 
Canaan may be overstocked, and^itseems^ 
more of Death's advanced guard have 
assembled here than caji find, milk and 
honey. 

. The enormous- joints of meat whick 
come to an English table are always roasted 
upon a spit as long as the old two-handed 
sword * ; these spits are now turned by a* 
wheel in the chimney which the smoke 

* E&toque* 
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sets in motion, but formerly bj the labour 
of a dog who was trained to run in a wheels 
There was a peculiar breed for the purpose, 
called turnspits from their occupation^ 
long-backed and short-legged ; they are 
now n^rly extinct. The mode of teach- 
ing them their business was more summary 
than' humane: the dog was put in the 
wheel, and a burning coal with him; he 
could not stop without burning his: legs, 
and fo was kept .upon the fuH gallop^^ 
These dogs were by no means fond of their 
profession ; it was indeed hard work to run 
in a wheel fbr two or three hours, turning 
« piece of meat which wai twice their dwa 
weight. Some years ago a party of young 
men at Bath hired the chairmen on •a S^ 
turday night to steal all the turnspits ii| 
town, and lock them up till the following 
evening. Accordingly on Sunday, when 
every body has roast meat fbr dinner, all 
the cooks were to be seen in the streets^— 
*^ Pray have you seen our Chloe ?" says 
one. " \Vhy," replies the other^ *^ I was 
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coming to ask you if you had seen our 
Pbmpey :" vp came a thirds while thej 
vere talking, to inquire for her Toby^*-* 
and th«« ivas no roast meat ia Both ilasi 
day. 

It is told of these dogs in this city, that 
«De Sunday, when they had as msaal IbK 
lowed their mistfesses to church, Ihe tes*» 
son for the day happ^Md to he ihat chmp^ 
ter in Ezddid, wherein tl^ Be1f««noviBg^ 
chariots are d^scribod. What ficat th« 
word wheel ww piKindiuiced, all the cura 
pricks up thdh: cwps in alai^ ; Irt At 
second whjBel 4bey set up a dolefet &tHfrI ;: 
and when the dreaded word wiis ftttered st 
third time, every one of them scampered 
out of church as fest as he couM^ with 
tail between bis legs. 
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Road from Bath to BristoL^^Comu Am* 
morUs.^'^ Bristol. — Exchange. — Mar^ 
ket. — CathedraL'^The Brazen Eagle. 
—Ctifton.'^Bristol'tFelb.^Anecdot€ 
of KosdusJco. 

jFrom Bath. to Bristol is tbree Ieagttei»; 
the road crosses the riTer Avon by an old 
bridge, and continues for some wa v aionj^ 
its banks^ or at little distance from them. 
Half a league from Bath is the house 
wherein Fielding is said to hate written 
Tom Jones ; it stands by the way side, in a 
village called Twyvcrton, and I <][id not 
look at it without respect. We had a fine 
view of the river winding under ahill Which 
is covered with old trees, and has a mansion 
onit^ brow, opposite to which^ on our 
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side the crater, ivas the largest and finest 
meadow I have seen in England, in which 
an immense herd was feeding, as in a sa- 
vannah. A little dilrty town> called Keyn* 
sham, stands about half way. I noticed 
the Cornu-Ammonis built up in the walls 
of man J of the houses, or, if it happened 
io be a fine specimen, placed over the 
door-way, as an ornament. This, I find, 
has given rise to a fabulous I^end, which 
says that St. Keyna, from whom the place 
takes its name, resided here in a solitary 
wood full of venomous serpents, and her 
prayers converted them into these stones, 
which still retain their shape. Beyond 
this there is a fantastic building, more like 
a castle than any thing else : I could nei<f 
ther guess for what it was intended, nor of 
what it was built. It proved to be the 
stables belonging to a great house on the 
opposite side of the road, from which there 
is a subterranean passage, and the rnate.^ 
rials were the scoria from some neigh* 
bo.uring iron-works, with which I soon 
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perceived that the walls by the road side 
were capt : for this it is excellently adapted, 
as nothing will vegetate upon it, and it is 
undecomposable by the weather. Here 
we once more approached the river, which 
was now a dirty stream, flowing through 
wide banks of mud. Bristol was presently 
in sight,— a huge city in the bottom, and 
extending up all the adjoining hills, with 
many steeples, one of which inclines so 
much from the perpendicular, that I should 
T)e sorry to live within reach of its fall, — 
and theblacktowers of many glass-houses 
rolling up black smoke. We entered 
through a gate of modern and mean archi^ 
tecture into a street which displayed as 
much filth, and as much poverty, as I 
have seen in any English town. Here, for 
the first time, I saw something like a public 
fount«3iin, with a painted statue of Neptune 
above it, which is as little creditable to the 
decency of the magistrates as'to the state 
of ;lrts in the city. The entrance into 
Bristol is, however, the worst part of it'. 
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I 

We crossed the bridge, where there U'a 
fine openings and full in view a modem 
church and spire, so beautifully propor^ 
ticmed, and therefore so fine, that yon do 
not at first peiiceive that the whole building 
is perfectly plain and unornamented. 

D. was awaiting my arrival. He had se» 
cured our places for Exeter in to^morrow^s 
coach, and I lost no time in seeii^ what 
be, as being acquainted with the j>Iace, 
thought most wortuy to be seen. The 
exchange, a fine edifice, about half a cen- 
tury old, was opposite to the inti door at 
which the stage had stopped : its inclosed 
s(]uare is exceedingly beautiful, more so 
than any thing of the kind which I have 
seen elsewhere : — ^yet, it seems, thedtizens 
choose to assemble in the street, in front, 
where some friend to the city, in old times, 
erected four brazen tables, on which bis 
town's-folk. migbt count out their money 
in their public dealings. On one of thefio 
a man was selling newspapers, on another 
a cage of goldfinches was exposed to salt. 
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Behind the exchange i& the market^ whidi 
is even finer than that of Bath. It con* 
tains three market-houses, to which cheese, 
butter; pork, poultry, &;c. ape brought l)y 
women from the country. The shambtes 
stand in anotho: part; and another is ap« 
proptiated for vegetables, .secured from the 
weather by a range of slated sheds. I ne- 
ver saw, even at a fair, a busier or more 
crowded scene, and every thing was going 
on with that order and dispatch which 
chfLiacterize this extraordinary nation. 

We crossed a wooden draw-bridge over 
the bed of a river, where the ships were 
lying on a bed of mud,, and tlie water \ms 
not wider than a ccnnmon street gutter : it 
was fuU of small craft; the view on one 
side extended down the river into Ihe coun- 
tsy : there was the bustle of business along 
the quays and in the streets; one churx^ 
tower of singular beauty was in sight, and 
the whole scene was fine and remembe^- 
able. The cathedral stands tn a place with 
old trees in front ; it is a poor building j~ 
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excepting Chester, the least interesting in 
. England . The entrance is disfigured by a 
door- way in the very worst style of modem 
architecture. A fine cross, which formerly 
stood in the square, has been sold by the 
corporation to a gentleman, who has re- 
erected it at his country«scat, and thus 
rescued it from destruction ! This was 
about thirty years ago ; the person who 
told me this, said he did not remember it, 
.but had .often in his childhood eaten it in 
gingerbread. Instead of ascending, you 
descend into this church, by ^veral steps ; 
the pavement is therefore necessarily damp, 
and, what is truly abominable, stinks of 
. the abominations which are, in contempt 
of all decency, committed against the 
doors, and find their way down. 

It is, as I have elsewhere mentioned, a 
part of the service of the English Church 
to read a portion of the scriptures, one 
. chapter from the Old Testament, and ano- 
ther from the New. In common paro- 
. chial churches^ the whole of the service k 
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p»formed by the officiating priest, and h^ 
does this in his desk : but, in cathedrals, 
one of the minor priests takes this part of 
the duty, and performs it in the middle of 
the choir : here the bible is usually placed 
' upon the outspread wings of a brazen 
€agle, the handsomest #f all their church 
ornaments. Such an eagle they had in 
this cathedral, and a remarkaUy handsome 
one it was ; but last year the dean and 
chapter thought proper to sell it, fot the 
jRdLC of applying the paltry sum which it 
would produce as old brass in (»rnamentt 
for tlie altar. -^-So the eagle went as the 
eross had gone before it. There happened 
to be a mian in the city whose humour it 
i^ to attend service whenever it is per« 
formed in tli^ cathedral : on week day* 
this is considered by the priests as a mere 
Htattei^ of form ; and having few or none to 
attend them, they omit parts of the litur- 
gy, and hurry over the rest> to get through 
their task as speedily as possible. During 
many years it h«d been the main business 
VOL. t\\. a 
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of this person to watch them^ and endea- 
vour to bring them to a sense of their duty ; 
for which purpose he wrote to them when- 
ever he found them oiTending, and also to 
the dean and to the bishop, calling upon 
them to interfere, and-see that the service of 
the church was duly performed . He missed 
the eagle, inquired for it, traced it to the 
brazier's, and rescued it' from the for- 
nace. Here was a fine subject for his 
zeal ! He wrote a circular letter to all the 
bishops, of which they took no notice; 
offered the eagle again to the cathedral at 
the price which he had paid for it, which 
they refosed, being, as might have been 
expected, obstinate in their misconduct—- 
and lastly put it up to sale *, in tie hope 
that it might be purchased for some other 
church, and not utterly desecrated. What 
has been its fate I know not; but it seems 

* As the notice for this sale is do^ less curious than 
the occasion, I have transcribed it from thecitj news- 
paper. One of the manj conveniencies attending^ the 
£n|;li8b coiSee-boases is, that theiiewspapersarerei:ap 
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tbat the respect which the English pay to 
their cathedrals is confined to the buildings^ 

larlj filed in them, so that they maj alwajs be re- 
ferred to : — 



THE EAGLE, 

" FROM THE BRISTOL CATHEDRAL. 



TO BS SOLD BT AUCTION, 

At the Exchange Coffee-room, in this City, 
On Thursday, the 2d of September, 1 802, between the 
hours of one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 
(unless previously disposed of by private tbntract,) 

A BEAUTIVUL 

BRAZEN SPREAD EAGLE, 

9FUh a Ledge at ihe TaU^ 
Standing on a brass pedestal. 
Supported by four lions, one at each comer. 
This elegant piece of workmanship was sold, last 
June, by the dean and chapter of the cathedral church 
of the Holy and Undivided Trinity, of Bristol, or 
their agents or servants, as old brass, and weighed 
6cwt. 201b. or 6921b. and has since been purchased 
at an advanced price, by a native of this city, in order 
to prevent it being broken up, and to give the inha- 
bitants ^ chance of buying it. 

0.2 
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sfffd does not extend to any thing iA fhettu 
At one time all the moflttmentar figures 

It msa given to tbecathedraU in the reigiH>f Charles 
11. bjr one of the prebendaries, iwho had been there 
40 years ; and is supposed, by the following Latin in- 
scription, (which WM engraved on the pillar or pedes- 
tal,) to have stood in the choir 1 19 years: 

«« £x Dono Gcorgij WiHiamsoo, S. T. B. Hujos 
Ecclesiffi Cathed^lis BHsfofl; Vtee^Deeani,1653." 

That iir, - 

** The (Sift of George WilHaisseti, Ridfeior of 
Divinity, Sttb-Bean of tUs Cathedml Ghtirch of Bris- 
tol, I6«a." . > 

The whole of the ittier{)lti«n^- except the fignrcs 
16S3, has b«ea fak«n off the pedestal, without the 
consent of the bnyeri whicb he has since had re-en- 
graved. 

Thie piece of anti^y., wlM(^ is DPf «Me^ mMfex- 

qyi'site shapey ia niMle oi the- beat sold pdrtist btfass, 
a«d weH worth the atteathm of fiii«fof(^» ami dfaiftftk 
twird^f»> or any gentletaavorlady who woald Irish to 
xdnke a pcsent-of it to tfieir paHsh diurch: traders, 
also) to foreign par'tSy ni»y fteid it worth their while 
to pnrcbase, as a Wc9 epp^rUMijf rtf^ neter ejf^t 



Such a handsome birdwovM be, itt it iMsMtMHii 
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nod mscriptions wer€ cut in bra4S8 : «*»a large 
coBaetioa of the^e, which weve taken up 
firpm another cathedral while it was re- 
fokod^ haye gone the wajr of the eagle» 
-and been cast into candlesticks and warm- 
ing-pans. 

. The monurnents in the church are nui- 
VS^rous; that nearest the entrance is tb^ 
4aost and the most remarkable^ as being 
Mrs* Draper'a, the Eliza of Storne and of 

^en; a yierj grewi 9i!DaiiiQ9t tQ the aiddte Aide of u 
ehurch. It for maoj jears stood ia the choir of ibfi 
BrUtoI catiiedriil, and- upheld wUh Uswingathe S^red 
Truths of the Ble$8ed GmpeL The raiQor-oan4oqB 
formerly read the lessont on it, aA4 ia most CjithedraU 
the castom is kept up to this day. 

This superb ima^e ts now at Kiog-itreet Half, 
and Boaj be inspected three days previoin to the day 
9f sale. 

N. B. The purchaser offered, pnerioas te any 9^ 
»ertiseinent» (o re-sell the eagle at the pjice he paiil 
for it, provided it were replaced in the choir ; which 
offer was rejected, 

THOMAS KIFT, BaoKsa. 
US 
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the Abb^ Raynal. The rhapsody about 
her, in the latter^s work, is as excellent a 
specimen of every thing that is absuid, as 
it \^ould be easy to find even in his His- 
toire Philosopfaique. Some parts of the ar- 
chitecture are beautiful in their kind. At 
a little distance from the church is a Saxon 
gateway : the upper part is in admirable 
preservation— the bottom has been cor- 
roded by a practice as indecent as it is sa- 
crilegious—the more to be regretted, as 
.this is one of the finest specimens of the 
style. ' ' 

The views in the neighbourhood of tBis 
city are singularly pleasing. The adjoin- 
ing village of Clifton was once the most 
beautiful village in England, and may 
jaovv be said to be the finest suburb. Here 
too, as well as at Bath, is the dismal sight 
6f streets and crescents which have never 
been finished, the most dolorous of all 
ruins. It stands upon a hill above the 
river, which runs between high rocks and 
a hanging wood ; a scene truly magaifi« 
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cent, and wanting nothing but clearer 
water ; the stream consists of liquid mud^ 
and the banks are hideous unless the tide 
be full, for the tide rises here hot less than 
forty English feet. The beauty of this 
scene is yearly diminishing; the rocks 
which formerly rose so immediately from 
the river side, as only to allow room for 
a path, are used as quarries* The people 
of Bristol seem to sell every thing that can 
be sold. They sold their cross, — ^by what 
species of weight or measurement I know 
not, — ^they sold their eagle by the pound, 
and here they are selling the sublime and 
beautiful by the boat-load ! One grand 

■ 

crag which has been left untouched shows 
what mischief has already been done. 
There is a cavern near the summit of this, 
of which the argh appeared remarkably 
fine as we looked up to it from the side of 
the river. 

I tasted their famous medicinal water 
which rises at the foot of these rocks ; it 
is tepid, and so completely without any 

q4 
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medicinal flavour, as to^ be excellent water* 
In cases of diabetes it possesses some vlr* 
tue ; for consumption, ^hich it is usually 
prescribed fbr, none "whatsoeTer. Seyetai 
unhappy patients, who had been sent here 
to die at a distance from heane, w^e crawls 
ing out upon the parade as if to take tJieii' 
last gasp of sunshine. It was shocking t« 
fpe tbem, and it is shocking to hear how 
thoroughly the people here regard death as 
a nsatter of trade. The same persons w1h> 
keep the hotels furnish the funerals ; enter* 
tain patients while they are liying, and 
th^n, that they may accomnu^date theiPi 
all through, bury them when they die. 
There came here a young man from the 
North, dying, with hissist^ to attend him. 
The disease sometimes, when it assumes 
U$ gentlest form, seems to terminate sud- 
denly ; aad one morning, when the sister 
rose to breakfast and inquired for him^ she 
found be was dead. He had ex.pired du- 
ring the night ; the people of the house said 
they thought (hey might as well not dis* 



turbluer^ so i^liegr liad laid ottt the bodj, 
dnessed it in tbe diroud^ measured it for tke 
^coffin, and given all tbe ord^s — ^to lake 
-all trouble off ber bands. You will tbiok 
itscaToely po8sijl>le that this scene of dis- 
ease and death ^ould be a place of amuse- 
ment, where idla's of fashion presort to 
^pend the summer^ mingle in tiie puipp- 
^oom and in the walks with the dying; and 
h».ye their card^-parti^s and dances within 
Jbearing of every passing bell. 

Half a century ago Bristol was in si;^ 
•the second city in England. Manchester 
now holds that rank, and several other 
towns, have outstripped it in population. 
There is less mercantile enterprise here 
than in any other trading English city : lik^ 
4;he old Italiaiis, the Bristol merchants gp 
.00 in the truck of tbeir fathers^ and, sni> 
ceediiig to enormous fortunes, find the re- 
gular profits so gjceat that they have no 
temptatiojito deyiate from the beaten way- 
The part is therefore yielding its foreign 
lymde to bolder competitors ; but it willal-- 

q5 



3iS LETTER IjXXV. 

ways remain the centre of a great com- 
merce with the Welsh coast, with Ireland^ 
and all those inland counties whicl^rcom^ 
nmnicate with the Severn, a river navi- 
gable into the very heart of the kingdom. 

There is in the streets nothing like the 
bustle of London, nor like the business of 
Liverpool on the quays. The Quay^ how- 
ever, is still a busy as well as a striking 
scene, and remains a noble monument of 
the old citizens, who made it in the thir- 
teen th century . On one side, the shipping, 
the bridges, the church towers, and the 
neighbouring hill,, which overlooks the 
town of which it now makes a part, form 
a fine picture. On the other, there is the 
cathedral with the old trees in its front, and 
the distant country. A third view has a 
wider foreground with cranes and trees^ 
and piles of goods intermingled, shipping 
of larger size, a fine row of houses upon 
a high terrace on the opposite- side, and 
apart from them the Church of St. Mary 
Redclift^ which is the finest parochial^ 
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church in the kingdom, and is indeed far 
more beautiful than the cathedral. It is 
remarkable also, on this account, that it is 
the place wherein certain poems were said 
to have been found, attributed to a priest 
in the fifteenth century, which have occa- 
sioned as great a controversy as the Gra- 
nada Relicks, and with as little reason. It 
is now admitted that they were the pro- 
duction of Chattertou; the son of the sex- 
ton of the church, who poisoned himself 
at the age of eighteen, and is considered 
by the English as the most extraordinary 
genius that has ever appeared among 
them. 

A few years ago, when Kosciusko came 
to this city on ' his way to America, 
great marks of honour were shown him^ 
and many presents made him, both by 
the municipality, and by individuals. — 
Among others, anhonestgingerbread-baker 
thought, as he was going to sea, nothing 
could be more acceptable to him than a 
noble plum-cake for the voyage ; he mad« 
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him the very best which could be made, 
•nd a valiant one it was. It was ag big^ 
as he could carry ; and on the t^, which, 
was as usual covered with acrustof sugar^ 
was wrii;ten in coloured sugar-plums — ^To 
the gallant Kosciuslfio. With this burthen 
the good man proceeded to the houseof the 
Arnericafi consul, whcare Kosciusko was 
lodged, and inquired for the general. He 
was told that he was lying on the sofa (for 
his wounds were not at &at time healed), 
and was too much fat^ued and too unwell 
to see any one. ^^ Oh f ' said the ginger-^ 
hieadxbalber, '' he wo'nt be angry at seeing 
me, I warrant, so show me the way up ; 
and pushing the servant forward, he fol-^ 
hnred him up stairs into the room. When 
however he saw the great man whom he 
was come to honour, lying on a couch, 
with his countenance pale, painful^ and 
enmciated, yet full of benevolmice, the 
sight overpowered him ; he put down his 
cajke, burst into tears like a child, and ran 
out of the room without speaJcing {i single 
.word. 



Haring set out on my return^ a natural 
impatience hurries me forward. I should 
else regret that I have not procured letters 
ix) Bristol, and allowed mysdf sufficient 
time to see thoroughly a city which con- 
tains many interesting objects of curiosity 5, 
aad of which the Vieinity is soexceedin^j 
beatttifuL 
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Journey from Bristol to Pit/mouth. — Ad^ 
vantages which sthe Army enjoys more 
than the Navy. — Sailors •^'^ Journey to 
Falmouth. 

W E took oar seats on the coach roof at 
five in the morning, and before we got out 
of the city received positive and painful 
proof that the streets of Bristol are worse 
paved than those of any other city inEng^ 
land. The road passes by the church of 
St. Mary Redclift, which is indeed won* 
derfullyfine; it is built upon broken ground, 
and there are steps ascending to it in seve- 
ral directions. I remember nothing equal 
to the eflfect which this produces. Women 
were filling their pitchers below it from a 



TAUNTON. - S5I 

fountain^ the \?ater of which passes through 
the cemetery !-r-The houses formed a con- 
tinued street for nearly half a league; then 
the views became very striking : behitad us 
was the city, on one side the rocks of Clif- • 
ton, and as we advanced^ we came in sight 
of the Bristol ChanneL We break&sted 
five leagues on the way at Cross^ a little 
village of inns; and then entered upon the 
marshes, the great grazing country of these 
parts » 

Our next stage was to Bridgewater, 
where we crossed the Parrot by a hideoiUB 
iron bridge. This river is remarkable^ be- 
cause the tide, instead of rising gradually, 
flows in. in a head,: — a phaenomenon of 
which no satis&ctory explanation has yet 
Iseen discovered. From hence we proceed- 
ed to Taunton 'through a tract of country 
which for ifjs fertility and beauty is the 
tioast of the island. ^^ Ah, sir," said a 
countryman who was on the coach beside 
us, and heard us admiring it, '^ we have 
a saying about these western parts^ 
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^ Cornwall's m n^f a» ugly caa he f 
PeroBBfaif e'9 better certaioiy i : 
Bat Somerietehire is the best of the tl|reea 
And Somersetshire is the coimtrj for me." 

Tauiiion is a SBguIarly fretty town, 
Kfith a church of uQcommon beauty. It 
was the great scene of cruelty after Mcni- 
mcNith^s insurrection against bis unde 
James II.^ thegreater number of the insuiv 
jeents being of this county. One of the pri> 
soners who was noted for being fleet of 
jbot^ was promfeed bis life, ifhe would en- 
tertain Kirke the general with a display of 
his speed. He stripped himself naiuxt; one 
end of a rope was listened round hisAeck^ 
Uie other round tfae^ned^ of a horse, and 
they ran half a mile together, the horse go* 
ing full speed. When the general had 
been sufficiently amused^ and had gratified 
his curiosity, he sent tbe man to be hanged. 
Judge Jefieries, whose name is become pro- 
Terbially infamous, went round to finish 
iiis Work, and condemn all whom the 
soldier St had spared . T he rebd peasant vy 



GENERAL KIRKE — JUBOE JSFFERIE8. 359 

ivere banged up by scores, theiT quarters 
boiled in pitch, and set up in the streete 
ftnd highways* James would not perhaps 
so easily have lost his crow% if he had not 
alienated the hearts of the people by these 
merciless execatioiis. Kirke escaped ati 
^other earthly punishment thaa that of hav** 
ing his name handed dowB from father to 
son for everlasting ej^ecration, by abandonp- 
iug the master whom he had served so 
wickedly, and joining William. The 
judge received a part of his reward in this 
world: after the flight of the king, he at- 
tempted to escape in sailor's clothes, and 
the mob discovered him. They were pr^ 
vented from pulling him to pieces upon the 
spot, but before he was rescued they had 
so handled him that he just lived to be 
ibree days in dying. Popular fury has^ 
like lightning, more frequently struck the 
innocent than the guilty ; but when it does 
strike the guilty it comes like lightning, as 
God's Q^n vaigeance, and leaves behind 
a more holy and wholesome awe, than anjr 
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legal execution^ how solemn soever it be 
made. 

After dinner we advanced a league and 
half to Wellington, where I saw a fine lad 
who had lost both legs by the frost in 
1798,— a melancholy proof of the severity 
of the climate, even in the mildest part of 
England. Collumpton, a poorer and smaller 
town, is three leagues farther, and another 
fitage of the same length brought me once 
more to Exeter. 

Whoever has once travelled the straight 
road from Exeter to Falmouth will liavc 
no inelination to travel it again. Plymouth 
lay about ten leagues out of the way, and 
it would always have been a subject of re- 
gret to me if I had not now lengthened 
my journey for the sake of seeing so fa- 
mous a place. The stage was full : luckily 
a naval officer was inquiring (or a place at 
the same time, so we took chaise toge- 
ther. 
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Chiidleigh was the first stage: afcout 
three hundred French prisoners were 
crowded here into a temporary prison, 
on their way to Bristol. We saw them 
looking through some wooden bars at 
.what was passing. Ashburton the. next. 
Devonshire is certainly a fine country, 
but by no means deserving of the enco- 
miums which are passed upon it ; those 
travellers who praise it so highly must 
either have come from Cornwall, or 
have slept through Somersetshire. Its 
rivers indeed are beautiful, clear, vocal, 
stony streams, with old bridges dangerously 
narrow, and angles in them, like the corners 
of an English mince pie, for the foot-pas- 
senger to take shelter in. From Ashbur- 
ton we reached Ivy Bridge by another easy 
stage: this is a very celebrated spot for 
its picturesque beauty, but why it should 
be sp^ would be difficult to say. — A com- 
mon little bridge, over a beautiful brook, 
which runs down a little glen, on, the 
banl^s of which are Jown-looking houses 
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instead of cottages,-<^ihat kind of scenes 
of which, if you had neyer heard of it, you 
would just say it is pretty,— but y^hich, if 
it has been previously praised, cannot but 
be seen with disappointment. 

From hence to Plymouth was 11 miles^ 
the latter part through a beautiful country. 
There are two distinct towns here, Ply- 
mouth and Plymouth Dock, connected by 
a causey, and both places as ugly as can 
well be imagined. They are so called from 
the riyer Plym, which rises in the Devon- 
shire hills ; and, as an £ngHsh aothor says^ 
baptizing Plymston and Plymstock by 
the way, empties itsdf here into the aeo* 
I know not whether there be any more in-- 
teresiting anecdote connected with the 
neighbourhood than the story of a dog, 
who daily carried food to an old blind 
mastiff which lay hid in a thicket without 
ihe town, regularly on Sundays conveyed 
him to his master's house to dinner, and as 
regularly afterwards escorted him back to 
Ills covert. 
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I dm^ld net see the docks.— This jea- 
longy OA the part of Grovernraent I could " 
Hot blame, though it deprived me of some 
gfatification. The streets are swarming 
with sailors. This extraordinary race of 
m^ hold the soldiers in utter contempt, 
whid», with their charactejristic force, they 
express by thisf scale of compaTisoii,^— Mess- 
mate before ship-mate, ship-mate before 
a strawger, a stranger before a dog, and a 
dog before a soldier. 

There are however some things, as I 
learnt from our fellow-traveller, in which 
the army enjoy advantages which are not 
extended to the navy. Wherever the sol- 
diers go, each regiment takes with it its 
paymaster; but sailors and marines are 
neva: paid any where except in England, 
however long they may be absent. Upon 
the ma/ines this is particularly hard, as 
there is a practice of ^drafting them out 
of vessels which are going home into those 
which are to remain lipdn the foreign sla- 
iion. This is done to keep up the com- 
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plement, because no meu are forced into 
this^ as they are into the navy service^ and 
no addition is made to it abroad, unless 
any prisoners should enter, which the 
Dutch soldiers frequently do. " I knew," 
said this officer, ^^a private marine who 
had been nine years on a foreign station, 
and never received one farthingof pay ; and 
he would have been drafted again into ano- 
ther ship still to remain there, if the captain 
had not stated to the,commander-in-chief 
that he was quite blind at night, a com-^ 
mon disease within the tropics.' ' This is 
one reason why so many men in those 
seas desert from the English ships to the 
American. 

If a regiment loses its baggage, the 
officers are allowed a sum for it in pro- 
portion to their rank"; and the allowance 
is so liberal, that in many instances their 
loss is a great gain. No such indulgence 
is granted in the navy, though there is 
more cause for it, the baggage of a navy 
officer being far more valuable. The 
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^hip is his house and home; it is not 
with him merely the loss of a travelling 
portmanteau ; he has his books, his charts, 
his instruments, and his cabin furniture, 
And it would require many years of oeco- 
nomy before these could be replaced from 
the savings of his pay. 

In another instance the English are 
strangely parsimonous to their navy. Other 
nations supply their men of war with 
charts, made for the express purpose; but 
vfhen an English ship is ordered abroad, it 
not unfrequently happens, that no good 
charts of the place where it is going are on 
board, and the master is obliged to buy 
such as he can find, and such as he can af- 
ford. Neither are time-pieces provided 
for ships of war; though few Valuable 
merchantmen are without them.— This 
is strange' parsimony in so enlightened a 
government ;-^-assuredly it ought to pro- 
vide every thing which is necessary for 
tlie ship's safety. 
' The organization of this tremendous 
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nscry is a sabject of great iv^teA to other 
maritime powers. No person can receive 
a. eommiseioii till he has passed six years 
in actual service as a midsbipmaii, and 
gonethroiigh an exaniina;tion before a board 
iKf officers in London ; who certainly reject 
him, if he is not well acqudinied with his 
duty. Of late yeans such prodigions glory 
}km been obtained in the English nayy , and 
smch large fortunes rapidly aecnnmlated, 
Ihaft the higher classes destine their chil« 
dren^tothis profession, ^hidi was formerly 
kf t alffio&t wholly to the people, and hayie 
weH nigh monopolized it. This is not 
detrimental to tlic service in any other way 
than that they are appointed to a command 
at too early an age. The severe education 
which is required, and never dispensed 
withj makes them necessarily understand 
their j^fession, and gives them, whatever 
ittay have been their former habits of life, 
the tfue sailor chdfraeter. Hence it is that 
they are so infinitely superior to the araty 
oAcers, who are itfi general ignorant of 



wy thing more than 4h& common xootioe 
of the parad^. 

. After .the midshipmim has passed his ex^ 
amination, if he has any interest, (without 
Trhich nothing is now to be obtaiti^ ia 
^gland,) he ia made lientexiaiit ; from thiil 
rank he may at any time be prcmioted to 
that of ctmimaadar, or of post-oaptain^ 
-without the intermediate «tep« The post«i 
captains become admirals ncoording to se« 
niority • This systan of seniority ought ta 
be reversed) :to bold .good in theinfbfior 
steps, aad not above them* It should seem 
more equitable, and more wise, that erery 
office should be sure of reaching the rank 
<^f|coinniaoder;i bex^ausc, haTing passed- his 
jouth in 'the servfi€e> the imtion i>wes him 
the paeans of a oomfortable snbsutenee in 
bis age* On the other hand/admirala 
abould be ckost^ firom tkose only at dis- 
tinguished ability. 

. Every bpdy regrets ihe necessity ctf im« 
-ffmmg men fi>r the navy. . I have seen 

VOL* III. B 
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it aiBseded, that when Lord Keppel was at - 
the head of the Admiralty, it was ofl^ially i 

calculated and a^scertained, that every ptest I 

man cost aboye 100/. such was the expense 
pf press-gangs, cutters, tenders, &c. Sure- 
ly, if this statement approached even to 
truth, the evil would have been remedied. 

Voltaire has the merit of having disco- i 

vered the physical cause of the superiority 
of the English at sea. The natives of the 
Sputh of Europe navigate smooth seas,— 
those of the North are frozen up during- 
winter ; but the English seas are open all 
the year, and are navigated in long dark 
stormy nights, when nothing. but great' 
skill and incessant exertion can preserve 
the vessel. Hence arises a d^ree of con- 
fidence in their sailors, which is almost 
incredible; the greatear the danger, tiie 
greater is their activity : instead of shrnik-* 
ing from toil, every msm is at his post ;— • 
haVing'iio fftith, in miracles f(Mr'thdr deli- 
T^iance^ they alaaost work miiadies to de>* 
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Uver themselves^ and, iastead of prepar- 
ing fqr death, strain every sinew to avoid 
k» Added to thb confidence, they have 
also in war that which arises from constant 
success. The English sailor feels that he 
is master of the seas. Whatever he sees 
is to do him homage. He is always on the 
look-out, not with the fear of an enemy be- 
fore his eyes, but like a strong pirate with 
the hope of gain ; and when going into 
action, with an equal, or even a superior 
force, he calculates his profits as certainly 
as if the enemy were already taken. -*- 
*' There," said the master of a frigate, 
when the captain did not choose to engage 
at superior French force, because he had a 
convoy in charge—** There," said he with 
a groan, ** there's seven hundred pounds 
lost to me for ever.'--— As for fear, it is not' 
in their nature. One of these men went to' 
see a juggler exhibit his tricks : there hap- 
pened to be a quantity of gun-powder in 
the apartment underneath, ' which took 

b3 
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fire and t>le^¥ up the hDuae. The saiiw 
l^as thrown into a gardaa bdiind^ lahiem 
he fill without bctng hittt-r-4Ie stretchedl 
his aiBftft and legs, got up, shocA hinuelfy' 
rubbed his eye«i^ aad then cried ()uty--Hcaub 
cciving what had happened to^he only & 
part of the performanee, and pinfccdjr 
willing to go through the whole,— " D— a. 
t|ie fellow^ I wonder what the dmH fae'H 
cjonextl" 

A slow and uncomibrtalik stagetcoach 
carried ufi from Tor-pointy which ia on the 
western side of Plymouth harbour^ to Fal- 
mouth^ through the towns of - Lisfceard, 
Lostwithid, a pietty place with its slated 
roofs and its singular church tower^ St. 
pastel, and Truro. We are now at tlie 
same inn and in the same room Ut whick 
I was lodged with J. on our arririd. I had 
then the delightful and stirring pleasuie 
of expectation ; I have nam a deeper joj 
in th^ hope of «ooa setilai; foot in njr own 
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country, and being welcomed in my fa- 
ther's house. But I have left dear friends 
whom I shall never behold again/ and am 
departing from a land in which I have en« 
joyed as much happiness as man can pos« 
sibly enjoy in any other istate than that 
of domestic tranquillity. 
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